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PREFACE. 



That Prerace has probably never yet been written, vbich from candid 
friend or gentle foe, has not been visited with the charge of egotism 
or impenineitce ; or, at the very least, the more venial sin of being 
altogether irrelevant as an introduction to the volume which it pre- 
ceded. Instead, therefore, of indulging in the usual licence of pre- 
fatory rambling, we shall betake ourselves to giving a few emendalory 
remarks, rendered [necessary by deviations from the field of illustra- 
tion originally intended. 

It will be perceived by the reader, that there are some engravings 
introduced that are not noticed in the letter-press, and which did 
not in fact, come within the range of the artist's original intention 
to introduce. These subsequent additions consist of the View of 
St. Michael's Mount, Normandy, from the west ; The GrEves, from 
the summit of Mount St, Michael ; a second view in the Isle of 
"Wight (Brading Harbour) ; a View of Falmouth, and of Tr^port, 
forming the Frontispiece and Vignette to the Volume; a Martello 
Tower; and the Eddystone Light House, which last was not contem- 
plated when the note at page 60 was written. , 

Although not at first intended that the Views of Mount St. 
Michael in Normandy should be multiplied, no one, we apprehend, 
will complain of this beautiful addition to the series. To those 
who have never visited the Mount and its neighbourhood, these 
views will convey impressions of grandeur not easily effaced, and 
those who have seen the original, will be pleased at possessing this 
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opportunity of indulging a retrospective view of that extraordinarj 
scene. From all points, and foe milea round, the imposing beauty 
of this forti6cation on the mountain is viuble. Not only fiom its 
heights may be seen (as exhibited in the engraving,) the vast and 
" idle" desert of sand vhich auTrounds it — from its base, as in the 
view from the west, — the formidable aspect of the towering pile; 
but from every portion of the neighbouring country it displays in 
itself the grand feature of an interesting landscape. 

Our pages do not contain a description of Tr^port, the view 
of which forms the v^nette to the volume. Although it may not be 
nsnal to describe the subject of a Vignette, we cannot permit this 
beautiful representation of Tr^port to be passed by unheeded, and at 
the hazard of being considered too careful about a little matter, we 
must announce to the reader that it is the Port of the town of £u, 
from which it is distant about half a mile, and fifteen miles from 
Dieppe. Tr^port was once a place of considerable importance ; Cosar 
from this Port embarked hia cavalry for the invasion of Britain, and 
more than once the English thought proper to burn the town. It is 
now a mere fishing village, subsidiary to the greater wealth of Eu, 
yet still having a cast of antiquity about it sufficient to create an 
interest. 

Those MarteUo Towers which have had no description from us 
beyond a note, bestowed upon them in the body of the letter press, 
have since that note was written, been made the subject of an illus- 
tration. No information, however, of a nature to excite interest can 
be gathered with respect to these towers, beyond what has heea 
given in the note at page 71. 

Our pleasing task is now completed, and if in the performance 
of this grateful labour we have ever awakened associations of » 
pleasurable kind, — created or excited a sympathy with the beautiful, 
— our labours will be amply rewarded, and we are well convinced, 
our errors will be kindly pardoned. 
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STANFIELDS COAST SCENERY. 



SAINT MICHAEL'S MOUNT, CORNWALL. 

St. Michael's MoiryT, which has been so universally extolled for 
its peculiarly majestic appearance, is an extra-parochial liberty in the 
hundred of Penrith, county of Cornwall, and three quarters of a mile 
south of the town of Marazion, with which It is connected by a narrow 
bank of pebbles. At high tide this bank is overflowed, when the Mount 
appears a complete insulated mass of rock, gradually diminishing in size 
from the base, until it tenniaates in an ancient castellated and embattled 
building, situated two hundred and forty feet above the level of the sea. 
From the summit, the prospect is of no ordinary interest: surrounded by 
the ocean, the magnitude of which is contrasted with the iusi^ificant 
objects on the neighbouriug shore, and the rude aspect of the dwellmgs of 
the fishermen at the base of the Mouat, it presents a scene at once 
sublime and almost unequalled. 

The history of the Mount is variously given in different histories of 
Cornwall. The fallowing facts, however, appear to have been universally 
agreed upon as correct. The original name in the Cornish dialect being 
Careg Cowte, signifying " the grey or hoary rock in the wood," little 
doubt existing that its 

" bate, BDcircled by the uure wivei, 

Wu once with renlare clid ; (he toweriag oilu 
Hera waved their bnuichei green ; the sacied oiki 
Whoie aoral ihtilas anions, the Drnida itrayed 
Te cut the hallowed mittletoe, and hold 
High coDvene with their gods." 

It is supposed that this is the island called Ixtis, mentioned by 
Diodorus Siculus, whither the tin, when cast into cubit ingots by the 
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Z ST. MICHAELS MOUNT, CORNWALL. 

Britons, who dwelt near the promontory of Belerium, was earned in carts 
over an isthmus, dry ooly at low water. The wood alluded to has disap- 
peared for centuries. 

Its present name is from the Saxon Milchelstor, meaniog Michael's Hill 
or Mount. According to monlush legends, this name onginated in a 
visit paid by St. Michael, the patron saint of the monastery, to some 
hermits resident there. On the top of the height is a granite, or, as it is 
technically called, a moor-stone lantern, known by the name of St. 
Michael's Chair, in which it is asserted once sat the saint. Formerly it 
was used as a beacon for mariners. 

When first the Mount was consecrated to religious purposes is uncer- 
tain ; but a priory of Benedictine monks, subsequently changed to 
Gilbertines, was foundt^ previous to t044, when Edward &i» Confessor 
gave the Mount to those ecclesiastics. It has been a great resort 
for pilgrims; Pope Gregory VII. having, in 1070, granted indulgences 
to all who should visit it, provided they bestowed an oblation. After 
the Conquest, its revenues were augmented by Robert, Earl of Aloreton. 
The profits of a fair held at Marazioo, or, as it was originally called, 
Marca-iewe, or Market Jew, signifying market on the Thursday, were 
also given to the priory of St. Michael's Mount, in the reign of Henry I. 
In the reign of Henry III., Richard Earl of Cornwall empowered the 
prior to hold three fairs and three markets, which had been previously 
granted to them at Mai^basbigan, by charter of the kings of England, on 
their ovm land at Marcbadyon. 

The monks were, however, in spite of the good-will of their benefactors, 
often disturbed during the turbulent times of the Plantc^nets and the 
Tudors. John Earl of Cornwall, afterwards King of England, and the 
brother of Richard 1., persuaded one Henry de la Pomery, to take 
possession of the priory by stratagem while the king was suffering 
imprisonment in Austria, in the celebrated Tour T^n^breuse. Some 
accounts say, he continued to hold it after the return of the king from his 
capUvity, until the approach of the army of Archbishop Hubert Walter, 
aided by the sheriff and a civil force, when he surrendered at discretion. 
Others say, that, fearing the king's anger, be died of grief shortly after he 
had effected the surprise. The king, however, restored the Mount to the 
Gilbertines, and placed in it a small garrison. In 1471 , John Vere, Eari 
of Oxford, after the battle of Bamet, having fled into Wales, assembled 
a party of soldiere, and crossed over to the Cornish coast ; and, under the 
disguise of pilgrims, obtained admission into the caslle, and overpowered 
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the garrison. Sir John Arundel, the sheriff of the county, was seat 
against the Earl, but was repulsed and slain in an assault upon the 
castle ; it was ultimately surrendered to Sir John Fortescue, but not 
until it had been defended from September to February, and on 
condition that the lives of the Earl and his adherents should not be for- 
feited. In 1498, Perkin Warbeck, tiie notorious impostor, and pretender 
to the crown, landed at Whitsand Bay, in tha neighbourhood of the 
Mount, with three thousand men ; and, being favoured by the monks, 
was admitted into the Castle. He improved the defences, aud then 
marched to Exeter, leaving his wife. Lady Catherine Gordon, in the 
castle for safety, where she was taken prisoner. During the stru^le 
between the Cavaliers and the Roundheads, in the Kiga of Charles I., 
the Mount was often a scene of contention. Carewe says, alluding to 
this time, " That, during the Cornish commotioiJif divers gentlemen, with 
their wives and families, fled to the protection of this place ; where the 
Rebels besieg^ them, fyrst wynning the playne at the hill's foote by 
assault when the water was out, and then the even ground on the top, by 
canying up great trusses of hay before them to blench the defenders* 
sight, and dead their shot, after which they could make but slender 
resistance ; for no sooner should any one within peep his head over those 
unflanked walls, but he became an open mark to a whole shower of 
arrows. This disadvantage, ti^ther with Woman's dismay, and decrease 
of Victuals, forced a surrender to these HakekelW mercy, who nothing 
guilty of that effeminate Vertue, spoyl'd their goods, imprison'd their 
bodies, and were, rather by God's gracious providence than any want of 
will, purpose, or attempt, restrained from murdering the principal 
persons." 

The priory of Sl Michael became a cell to Mount St. Michael in 
Normandy, in 10S5, by gift from Robert, Earl of Moreton and Cornwall. 
During the war with France, it was seized by Henry V. as an alien priory, 
ft was first given to King's College, Cambridge, and passed through the 
hands of several persons until it became the property of the family of the 
present proprietor. Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart. This gentleman has con- 
verted the remains of the priory into an occasional eummer-residence. 
The refectory of the convent has been converted into a dining-room, and 
great pains has been taken to preserve its original characteristic appear- 
ance. Round the apartment is a curious frieze in stucco, displaying 
the mode of hunting several wild animals. The chapel has been recently 
fitted up ia the old English style, the seats being well carved, and 
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ranged on each side in the same manner as stalls in cathedrals. An 
oi^n of superior tone and power has been added. 

The circumference of the island, comprising' about seven acres of land, 
is about three quarters of a mile. There is a small harbour, with a pier, 
which was rebuilt by a member of the family of St. Aubyn, in 1727, 
where about forty vessels may find shelter. The advantage of this 
harbour to the fishermen ia considered to be very great. The north side 
is chiefly occupied by their huts. 

" The sea," says Borlase, " is the great store-house of Cornwall, which 
offers not its treasures by piece-taeal, nor all at once, but in succession ; 
all in plenty, and in such variety, as if nature were solicitous to prevent 
any excess or superfluity of tbe same kind." As the pilchud-fishery is 
that chiefly followed by the inhabitants of St. Michael's Mount, and, as 
an old writer* says, " the comoditie that ariseth of this silly small 6sh is 
wounderfull," it may be well that some account be given of it. The 
pilchard in form and size resembles the herring, only that it is smaller, 
and not so flat-sided. They mostly arrive from the north seas at the 
Islands of Scilly, and at the Land's End, about July, shifting their 
situation as the season prompts and food allures them. They are caught 
in large nets called seines. The fishermen are directed to the shoals by 
persons stationed on the high lands near the shore, who discover their 
presence by the colour of the water. The nets are managed by three 
boats, containing generally eighteen persons. The cost of these seines is 
very great, amounting sometimes to £300 each. They are about two 
hundred and twenty fathoms long, sixteen fathoms deep in the middle, 
and fourteen at each end, with lead weights at the bottom and corks at 
the top. The boats for carrying the seines cost about £60, and the 
expences of the first outfit are estimated at above £1000. Upon being 
brought on shore, the fish are carried to the store-houses or cellars, where 
the small and damaged fish are picked out by women, to be sold to the 
poor, or used for manuring land. The remainder are laid up in broad 
piles, and salted, in which state they lie for twenty or thirty days, and so 
through other processes, until with great weight they are pressed to- 
gether, by which operation a quantity of oil issues through the holes 
at the bottom of the casks. The number packed in each hogshead 
genendly amounts to about 3000. Forty-eight hogsheads of pilchards 
yield about a ton of oil, and which generally fetches about £25. One 

* John Nonl«Q. 
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seine has been known to take in a season as much as would amount to 
1500 hogsheads. 

The greatest enemy encountered by the fishermen in their emptoymeiit 
is the Picked Dog-fish. Vast shoals of them occasionally are seen pur- 
suing pilchards. They are very voracious, and devour great quantities of 
pilchards, but will bite at any thing, even a piece of stick or iron, if held 
near the water. They will even leap and snap at a hand held out of the 
boat, even if a foot above the water. They are armed with a double row 
of teeth, which cut like a knife ; and two spines, like the spurs of a cock, 
on tbeir back, with which they will inflict a wound so dangerous as to 
render amputation necessary. Tliey bring forth their young like the 
viper, and when opened have been found full of eg^. Tlie young ones 
have been seen to run from their mouth. The way in which they injure 
the fishermen is by cutting the pilchard seines to get at their contents. 
Damage to ^e amount of £150 has thus been committed in the short 
space of twenty-four hours. If an old and new seine are together, they 
will cut up the new, and not touch the old, which the fishermen account 
for by supposing that the old seines have been more frequently dipped in 
bark for protection, and that they do not like the taste of bark. When 
cut across the nostril, they do not sink, but die on the surface of the 
water, and are devoured by their own species. 

The pilchard-fishery is chiefly confined to Mount's Bay, East and West 
Looe, Folparrow, Fowey, Charles Town, Megavizzy, the creeks of Fal- 
mouth Harbour, and St. Ives. The number of persons employed is 
estimated at 14,000, and the capital engaged £350,000. In addition to 
the oil, commonly called Train oil, which is extracted from the fish, 
there is a considerable exportation of dried and pickled pilchards to parts 
of Spain and Italy. The trade has within the last three yean greatly 
decreased. 

In addition to the pilchard, China clay and copper ore are exported 
from St. Michael's ; the imports are timber from Norway, and coat. 
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ST. MICHAEL'S MOUNT, NORMANDY. 

If interest attaches to the history of St. Michael's Mount, Cornwall, 
even more, probably, is excited by the recollections of the patron abbey 
of the same name in Normandy. 

St. Michael's Mount in Nonnandy is near the extremity of the pnmnce. 
on the approach to Brittany. It is composed of granite. Its base is 
about three quarters of a mile in circumference; and, including the 
buildings that form its summit, it rises to the height of above four 
hundred feet. With the exception of the neighbouring rock of Tombe- 
leine, no object is near it, and the eye finds nothing to rest upon but 
intersecting rivers over a vast desert of white sand, extending more than 
twelve square leagues. Thus, at low water, the Mount is in the midst of 
a barren waste, and at high water is surrounded by the sea. While in 
the former state, it is passable on foot, but is considered dangerous 
without the assistance of a guide. The Mount is surrounded mth high 
thick walls, flanked with bastions and semicircular towers. Steep, black, 
and sharp-pointed rocks present themsehes in dreary grandeur towards 
the west and the north. In the opposite directions, in successive lines 
descending in an easy slope, are houses with spaces between them, where 
the luxuriant vine, the fig'tree, and the almond, flourish in the gardens. 
The castellated abbey juta out in bold relief from the heights, and the 
choir of the abbey church, built in the florid style of Gothic architecture, 
crowns the whole of the imposing pile. The successive architects, who 
have added to it or altered it, appear to have had a view to its effect from 
below, consequently, the lines of the buildings and the projections are 
more bold and simple, and the windows and pmnacles lofUer and more 
narrow than usual. Admittance is obtained through a gate of the time of 
Louis XII. or Francis I. ; and, after proceeding along the walls, gradu- 
ally leading upwards, towers above towers, and staircases surmounting 
staircases — all ove^ang^ng, grassy, and desolate, the traveller arrives at 
the gate of the abbey. 

Traditions more numerous than those attached to the mount in Corn- 
wall, in addition to its claim to the picturesque and romantic, have given 
extraordinary celebrity to St. Michael's, in Normandy. 
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HT. MICHAEL 8 MOUl 

Once, it is said, in times long before the Christian era — and the tradi- 
tion is not improbab1&~thc Mount was devoted to the worship of the sun, 
under his Gallic title of BelenuB. Less likely, but more amusing, b that 
traditirai which asserts that the Mount spontaneously reated its majestic 
head, embosomed in a spacious tract of woods and thickets ; and the 
hermits stationed on its summit received their daily bread from a 
charitable priest in the neighbouring parish of Beauvoir, an ass voluntarily 
conveying the pious relief, undl one day he fell a prey to a wolf, who, as 
a retribution for the crime, was by Providence compelled to labour as the 
sabstitute of the animal he destroyed. 

The traditions of later times, and of Catholic Christianity, assert, that 
about the year 709, St. Michael, " the chief of the angels and of tbe host 
of heaven, the protector of the Hebrew synagogue of yore, as now of the 
Catholic church, the conqueror of the old serpent, and the leader of souls 
to heaven," appeared to St. Anbert, the bishop of Avranches, and com- 
manded him to erect a church to his honour upon the Mount. Aubert, 
alow of belief, delayed to obey the revealed injunction, until three several 
times it had been repeated by the archangel, who, on the lost occasion, 
touched the head of the bishop, and left tbe imprint of his celestial fingers 
upon his skull ; in proof of which, for a thousand years afterwards, to 
the great edification of all beholders, the skull of the bishop was shown 
with its miraculous indentations. Other occurrences, alike tending to 
establish the sanctity of tbe place, and the superstition of the times, are 
related. A tethered bull pointed out the spot, and circumscribed the 
limits of the holy undertaking ; a rock immoveable by human art receded 
at the touch of an infant's foot ; the staff of St. Aubert gave to tbe 
inhabitants from the barren earth a gushing and healthful spring ; and to 
complete the miracle, the sea ingulphed the forest that surrounded the 
mountain, and the whole aspect of things was so changed that three mes- 
sengers commissioned by St. Michael to bear from Mount Garganus a 
gift of a piece of red cloth to the monastery of the Mount, together with a 
fragment of a stone on which he himself had sat, found on their return 
the place so changed, that they thought they must have entered into a 
new world. 

Authenticated history ^ves us accounts not quite so wonderful, but 
replete with interest. Richard I. Duke of Normandy, according to Dudo 
of St. Quentm, built on the Mount a church of extraordinary size, with 
spacious buildings attached, and established therein a body of monks of 
the Benedictine order. This was in 988 ; he having first expelled the 
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regular canooa, whose liceotious mode of life had rendered them the sub- 
jects of much scandal. The monkaof St. Michael, at the period of the 
CoDquest, furnished six transports to Duke William, afterwards sumamed 
the Conqueror. Since that period, it haa been repeatedly the scene of 
war ; and, at the beginning of the fifteenth centary, St. Michael's Mount 
was the only place in France that saccessfully resisted the English arms. 
The siege it supported upon that occasion was one of no ordinary character, 
and at the present time are to be seen two enormous cannon for the dis. 
charge of stone balls of a foot in diameter constructed for the purpose of 
that heroic defence. During the time of the religious troubles in France 
the Huguenots made many desperate but unavailing endeavours to obtain 
possession of the Mount. The Mount, previously to the period of the 
French Revolution, obtained melancholy notoriety by its vaults and 
iron cage being made the receptacles of prisoners of importance, chafed 
with crimes against the State. At the period of tha revolution no less 
dian three hundred ecclesiastics, whose age and infirmities would not 
permit of their being transported, were confined within its walls. It is 
now a Departmental prison. 

Siege, lire by lightning, tempest, and the decays of time, have all, at 
different times, contributed to dilapidate the buildings of the Mount By 
the munificence of kings, and its own abbots, repairs and additions have 
been from time to time made, some of an ecclesiastical, and others of a 
more warlike character, and the consequence is, that it consists of portions 
of many kinds of architecture. One of its chambers is called the 
Knight's Hall, and is ninety-eight feet in length, by sixty-eight in width, 
and is of a most noble appearance. Its groined stone roof rests upon 
eighteen cylindrical columns, with capitals of high relief and beautiful 
design. This was rebuilt, after a fire in 1113, which destroyed nearly the 
whole pile, by Roger, the then abbot. It is in fine preservation. The 
once use of the apaitment is evident by its name. The knights of the 
order of St. Michael — an order founded by the superstitious Louis XI, — 
having held their council in it. This order he founded in 1469, six years 
after having expelled the Britons from Normandy. Previously he had 
made a pilgrimage to the shrine, and presented a donation of six hundred 
crowns of gold. " The sandal sboon and scallopped shell" appear to 
have been worn by many of the French monardis ; and vast concourses of 
pilgrims of meaner rank testified to the sanctity in which the shrine of St. 
Michael was held, and account for the magnificence of some of its 
buildings. Superstition, dow to leave a spot she has once haunted, still 
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liters here; and where the female Druid once sold to sailors her 
enchanted arrows, of magic power to still the angry ocean if cast on 
its waves by maiden hands, the [hous venders of the chaplets, rosaries, 
crosses, and medals of St. Michael in present times, support the 
endeavours of their ancient predecessors, by selling relics that, to say the 
least, are as potent as the enchanted arrows. 

The inhabitants of the Mount are reckoned at somewhere about three 
hundred. They are divided into three classes; the cultivators, who 
derive their subsistence from the main land ; the aubergistes and shop- 
keepers, who deal in an acetous liquor called wine, and medals and scarfs 
for the pilgrims ; and the fishermen. 

The accompanying view is taken from the ramparts, and gives an accu- 
rate representation of the style of architecture as seen from the back of 
the Mount Other views of this most interesting pile will be given in 
the course of the work. 
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FALMOUTH. 

The name of Falmouth is derived Trom the situation of the town, at the 
mouth of the river Fal. Norden calls it Famoulh. Oa each side of Uie 
entntnce to the harbour are the castles of St. Mawes and Pendennis. 
" It is a place," says the same writer, " of verye greate importance 
for that parte of the Countrie in the time of foreign feede ; which being 
considered by that famous King Henrie the 8. having warrs with the 
Frenche, buylte thereupon firste a castle, which now serveth for the 
governor's howse, a stronnge rounde pyle ; but since her late Haiestie 
havinge like occasions withe Spaniardes, fortefyed it more strongly in 
this manner." Pendennis, the place alluded to, is built upoo a 
peninsular eminence, and as it rises above three hundred feet from 
the level of the sea, it presents a very majestic appearance. It contains 
commodious barraclis, store-houses, and magazines, with apartments 
for the lieutenant-governor. In the time of the civil wars it was bravely 
defended against the forces of the parliament by John. The earliest 
mention of the port in British history occura in the re^ of Henry IV,, 
when the Duchesa Dowager of Bretagne landed in progress to celebrate 
her nuptials with that monarch. Until 1613, this town now containing, 
with Bridoch which joins it, a population of 10,766 persons, possessed 
but a single bouse of entertainment for seafaring persons. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in his homeward-bound voyage from Guinea, put in at this 
harbour, and his men were poorly accommodated at this house. He was 
struck with the utility of providing more extensive accommodations 
at the mouth of Falmouth Harbour, and he laid before the Council a 
project of erecting four houses for that purpose. The ground then 
belonged to Sir John Killigrew, Bart. ; and, afler building several houses 
upon it, his further designs were impeded by the corporations of Penryn, 
Truro, and Helston, who were fearful of the interests of their towns being 
injured. The lords of the Council settled the dispute in favour of 
Killigrew, and the buildings proceeded apace. In 1670, Sir Peter 
Killigrew constructed a new quay, and obtained an act of Parliament, 
authorising the collection, for himself and heirs, of certain duties.* 

* There n t Mlver cup and emtt belonging to the corporation of Penrjo, girea bj 
Jaiw, Ladf Killigrew, wilh thia inuription, " Froni laaioc to malor to the idwd of 
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About 1688 it became a station for post-office packets to Lisbon and 
the West Indies. Its prosperity from this period was rapid. The town 
was once called Smithick, and is mentioned by that name in a resolution 
of the House of Commons, in 1653. Its first mention under its present 
name is in the charter of incorporation, bearing date 1661. In 1664, it 
was made a separate parish, having been previously a part of Bridoch, a 
parish a part of which is in the town of Falmouth. The town is agreeably 
situated, consisting chiefly of one main sti'eet of neat houses; and the 
rising grounds behind overlooking the harbour and town, give to the 
scene a most interesting appearance. In the centre of the principal street 
stand the market-house and town-hall. The church is a modern 
Iniilding, and has a handsome altar. It was buitt soon after the Restora- 
tion, and dedicated to the memory of Charles I., " King and Martyr." 
A handsome chapel of ease was built about five yeara back. There are 
places of worahip for Baptists, Bryanites, the Society of Friends, Inde- 
pendents, Primitive and Wesleyan Methodists, and Unitarians. There are 
several classical and mathematical, National, Laacasl«rian, and Infant, 
schools, with numerous charitable institutions. 

The Trinity House have lately erected a light-house at St. Anthony's 
Point, at the east side of Falmouth Harbour. This light burns at an 
elevation of sixty-five feet above the level of the sea at high-water 
spring tides, and is visible in all directions from south 40° east, round 
southward, westward, and northward, up the harbour of Falmouth. In 
order to render it readily distinguishable from all other lights in that 
vicinity, it presents a quick but regular succession of fiashes of brilliant 
light. 

Tbe view in the present number of this work is that which looks 
towards the Castle of Pendennis. The principal object is a receiving- 
ship, in the foreground, generally statbned there. 

FmnariD, when thcf raceiv«d om lh*t *ni in grett miieiy. J. K. 1633." It a lud bj 
Hiti, tfait tbi* Udj bad gone on board two Dutch ihipi with a port; of raffiaai. who iIgw 
two Spaaiib mercbants, aud robbed ibem af two barrel) of Spaniab piecei of eight. The 
lad<f wu, according In the ume accounl, by mcaiu of great iateieit, pardoned ; but her 
accomplice* all executed. It ii certain, however, that (he wu diTorced rram her 
huiband, and probable that ibe wai protected bj tbe inhibiUnti of PenrjD, who bore oo 
good-will to Sir John tnd bii ruing town. 
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THE BOTALLACK TIN AND COPPER MINE, LANDS 
END. 

The BoTAiLACK Tin and Copper Mine is in the parish of St. Just, 
Temarkable for haviog been the birth-place of the celebrated Dr. Borlase, 
a learned English antiquary, author of Antiquities of Cornwall, the 
Natural History of Cornwall, and other works and papers. He was the 
friend of Pope, and furnished him with the greatest part of the materials 
for formiug his grotto at Twickenham, consisting of the most curious 
fossils to be found in the county. Previous to the destruction of the 
grotto, the name of Dr. Borlase, in capitals composed of crystal, might 
have been seen on the walls. In allusion to this, in a letter of thanks to 
Dr. Borlase, acknowledging his kindness, Pope says, "I am much 
obliged to you for your collection of Cornish diamonds. 1 have placed 
them where they may best represent yourself, in a shade, but shining ;" 
Dr. Borlase having passed his life in retirement. 

St. Just's is about five miles distant from the Land's End ; the Land's 
End itself, it should be understood, being only a nominal title intended 
to express the extreme point of land, and not as the name of a village or 
hamlet : it is in the parish of Sennan. The spot so called is, according 
to Dr. Berger, three hundred and ninety-one feet above the level of 
the sea. 

The mine that ^ves the title to the Engraving in this Work is one of 
the greatest wonders in the county of Cornwall. The entrance to the 
Works is two hundred feet below the clifia, and the operations of the 
miners extend for nearly seventy fathoms under the bed of the sea. 
The effect of the scene from below is most wonderful. Combined with 
the wild sublimity of the rocks and the ocean, it forms no bad counterpart 
of Shakspeare's famous cli£F, and realizes the description of the place 
where 

" cTDwk >nd chought (bat viDg the midmj uc 

Show icaTcc M> gnu u beetles." 

Troops of mules may at times be seen descending the heights, laden with 
coals for the supply of tlie engine at work at the mine. The path by 
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which they approach is circuitous, and an unpractised person would as 
soon think of walking down a precipice, as attempting the descent which 
the riders of the mules do as fearlessly as a horseman rides a turnpike 
road. The stupendous and majestic appearance of the rocks, the raging 
of the ocean, and the amazingly numerous flocks of sea-gulls, and other 
wild fowl, add not a little to the effect. 

On approaching the engine that works the mine the cliff is nearly 
perpendicular. The we raised from the mine is drawn up over an 
inclined plane by means of a horse-engine placed on the extieme ve^ of 
the rock above, and which seems from below to be suspended in air. The 
following is a good description of the nature of the work in mines, and 
will undeceive many who have pictured to themselves a scene of bustle 
very different from what actually exists. It is from the pen of Dr. Forbes 
" A person unacquainted with the details of mining, on being informed of 
many hundreds of men beiag employed in a single mine, might naturally 
imagine that a visit to their deep recesses would afford a picturesque and 
imposing spectacle of gregarious labour and bustle, tremendous noise, 
and much artificial brilliancy to cheer the gloom. Nothing, however, is 
further trom the truth, as far as regards the mines of Cornwall ; for, like 
their fellow- labourers the moles, the miners are solitary in their opera- 
tions. Seldom do we find more than three or four men in one level or 
gallery, at a time, where they are seen pursuing the common operations 
of digging or boring the rock by the feeble glimmering of a small caudle, 
stuck close by them, with very little noise, or latitude for bodily move- 
ment; besides whom, there are generally one or two boys employed 
in wheeling the broken ore, &c., to the shaft. Each of these boys has 
also a candle affixed to his wheel-barrow by the universal subterraneous 
candlestick, a piece of clay. A certain band of men who, however 
numerous, are always called " a pair," generally undertake the working 
of a particular level. Tiieae subdivide themselves into smaller bodies, 
which, by relieving each other at the end of every six or eight hours, 
keep up the work uninterruptedly, except Sundays, By means of this 
subdivision of pairs, there is ip general not more than one-third of the 
underground labourers below at any one time. Very seldom are the 
miners within the sound of each other's operations, except occasionally 
they hear the dull report of the explosions. In the vicinity of the maia- 
shaft, indeed, the incessant action of the huge chain of pumps, produces 
a constant, but not very loud noise ; while the occasional rattling of the 
metallic buckets against the walls of the shaft, aa they ascend or descend 
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relieve! the monotony both of the silence and the scene ; still every thing 
is dreary, dull, and cheerless ; and you can be with difficulty persuaded, 
even in tbe richest and most populous mines, that you are in the centre of 
such extensive and important operations." 

All mines are placed under the superintendence of a foreman, called 
the captain, who keeps the accounts, and pays and r^^lates die 
woilcmen. 

The mines of Cornwall support a population estimated at 60,000, 
exclusive of the artizans, tradesmen, and merchants, in the towns of 
Truro, Falmouth, Penryn, Penzance, and other places. 

The miners, in general, are a civU, honest, and active class of men. The 
hardships undergone by some who have families are very great. Generally 
they live in huts in the neighbourhood of the mines, seldom enjoy the 
luxury of animal food. Many of them work like slaves, being obliged 
to wheel barrows containing ore, often to the amount of four hundred 
weight. Those employed underground have mostly an emaciated appear- 
ance, and not unoflen die at an early age of consumption. 

Near the Land's End is Treryn Castle, tn the parish of St. Levan, 
worthy of mention for the Logon, or Rocking Stone, justly considered as 
great a curiosity as any thing to be found in Cornwall. This extraor- 
dinary gtanite stone is supposed to weigh ninety tons, and is so balanced 
on the summit of an immense pile of pointed rocks, that on one person 
placing his back against it, it moves to and fro with the greatest ease. 

In Wales, this kind of stone is called Y-Maen Sigl, signifying, the 
Shaking Stone. It is called Logan in Cornwall and Devonshire, from the 
word togg, meanmg, in the language of the country, to move to and fro. 
Some have been of ofnnion that the Logan stone was placed in its extra- 
ordinary position by human art, but it appears to be generally thus nicely 
balanced by the hand of nature. The Druids made the people believe that 
they alone could move these stones, but only by a miracle ; and by which 
means they acquitted or condemned criminals; oflen bringing accused 
persons to confess, iriio looked upon the motion of these stones witli 
superstitious reverence. It is the opinion of Polwhele on this subject, that 
the Druids, discovering this uncommon property in the natural Logan 
stones, made use of their knowledge, and formed and consecrated 
artificial Logan stones where nature had not prepared them. Spirits were 
reported by them to inhabit such rocks, and the vibratory motion was 
adduced in suiiport of this. There is a stone of this kind in Devonshire, 
railed the Nut-crackers, it bavbg been the resort of the peasantry for 
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the pnrpoK of crflckiog their nuts ; but, in consequence of being so fre- 
quented, the owner of the estate where it itood had it moved, so that it 
became motionless, much to the Euinoyance of the people, who execrated 
the hands that profanely violated the spirit of the rock. One of these 
stones in the parish of Manaton, in Devonshire, is called the Whoopiny 
Rock, from the noise which it used to make when set in motion by the 
winds, being in stoimy weather heard at the distance of three miles. 
This, like the other itone we have spoken of, was moved off its balance, 
to the great exasperation of the neighbooTbood. Nothing in the Druidical 
remains of Cornwall is more curious than are these stones, and they are 
worthy the inspection and attention of the traveller. 

On a lidge of rocks at the Land's End, called the Long Ships, is 
a tigbt-bouse, erected in the year 1797, by a Mr. Smitb, under the 
sanction of the Trinity Board. 
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DARTMOUTH. 



n DevoDshire, appears to derive its name from its situa- 
tion at the mouth of the river Dart. The town is situated on the western 
shore of the bay formed by the river near its confluence with the sea. 
The houses are built on an eminence which slopes gently towards the 
raai^n of the water, and rise in ranges of streets one above another. 
Most of them are ancient, and some ornamented with grotesque carvings. 
The streets are inconveniently narrow, and only partially paved. The 
scenery in the neighbourhood ii of a very superior kind. The rocks are 
of purple-coloured slate, which beautifully contrast with the foliage of the 
trees, in which the houses are embosomed. The view of the town from the 
bay, comprising a rich variety of plants and shrubs along the coast, is of 
a most beautiful kind. In several points of view, where projecting rocks 
shut out the view of both sea and town, the bay has the appearance of an 
inland lake. The harbour is capable of containing five hundred vessels, 
and is considered one of great security, its deep waters remaining in 
peace, when, a quarter of a mile out, the sea is in strong agitation. The 
entrance is between the ruins of Kingswear Castle, and the Fort and 
Churchof St. Petroch, where a battery has been erected. An artificial 
quay has been constructed projecting into the harbour. The river is 
navigable to Totness, a distance of ten miles, between banks abounding 
throughout with beautiful scenery. The inhabitants are chie6y employed 
in the Newfoundland fishery, which engages no less than 3000 persons, 
some of whom must, by law, be landsmen. A trade is also carried on in 
ship-building ; and in 1826, no less than nineteen vessels were built in the 
Dartmouth dock-yards. The Church, commonly called the Mayor's 
Chapel, is a spacious cruciform structure, and possessing great internal 
beauty. It is in the decorated style of English architecture. The pulpit 
is of stone, elaborately carved and richly gilt. The stalls of the 
corporation are modem ; but the old oak ceiling is preserved. 

In 1 190, Dartmouth harbour was the rendezvous of the fleet destined 
for the Holy Land, In the reign of Richard I., the French effected a 
landing, set fire to the town, and made good their retreat with trifling 
loss. In the time of Edward HI., the port contributed thirty-one ships. 
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and nearly eight hundred men, to the naval armament, for the invasion of 
France. In 1404, some French pirates burnt Plymouth, and came to the 
attack of Dartmouth, but were gallantly repnlsed by the united efforts 
of the male and female inhabitants ; De Chastell, their commander, and 
seven of his men being killed, and twenty of his crew taken prisoners. 

During the Parliamentary war, this town was regarded as a port of 
great importance, and was the scene of eager contention. In 1643, it 
was besieged by Prince Maurice, who did not succeed in' taking it until 
after it had endured a si^ of four weeks, when be garrisoned it for the 
king. In 1646, it was taken by storm ; General Fairfax, in person, 
commanding the assault. 

It has separate jurisdiction. By act of parliament in the reign of 
Richard II., the exportation of tin was made the exclusive privilege of this 
port. It is said to have been incorporated by King John, but the first 
authentic document, now existing, is dated in the re^ of Edward III, 
" King John," saya Leiand, " gave privilege of Mairalte to Dartmouth." 
This is either a mistake, or the manner of ezercisiDg the privily was 
not sufficiently defined ; as the charter granted by Edward III. expressly 
invests the burgesses vrith power to " chose a mayor every year." The 
corporation which is formed under this charter, consists of a mayor, 
recorder, two bailifis, and twelve common council men, with other 
inferior officers. Dartmouth was first represented in Parliament in the 
twenty-sixth of Edward I.; but afterwards intermitted sending till the 
reign of Edward III, ; since which the representatives have been regularly 
returned. Under the Reform Bill, Dartmouth sends but one member. 

The river from which the town takes its name, is called the Dart, as is 
supposed from the velocity of its current, in the same way as a riv& in 
Warwickshire is called the Arrow. By some old writers, the Dart is 
called the Darant. It was probably originally written Dart^; for 
Chaucer says, 

" For wkM I wot he wu of DuiJnionili.*' 

Hie town originally consisted of three villages, named Clifton, Dart- 
month, and Hardness ; and, tbou^ now united by a contiuued chain of 
bnildingB, they are still distinct with regard to many local regulations. 

Hie view of Dartmouth from the bay, is, as we said, one of great 
beauty; the houses, situated on a craggy hill, extend, embosomed in 
trees, almost a mile along the edge of the water. The dockyards and 
quay project into the river, and cause an apparent curvature in its conne. 
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which produces & very delightful effect. Ships of war at anchor, and 
smaller vessels sailing, add greatly to the view. No scene could be more 
admirably adapted for a picture. Dr. Matoa speaking of it, said, that 
" the view towards the mouth of the harbour exhibits such a happy 
assemblage of objects for a picture, that it is, perhaps, scarcely to be 
exceeded. A rocky knoll projecting from the shore makes an admirable 
foreground. One of the side screens is formed by the picturesque castle, 
with the adjoining church, just emerging from a fine wood which enriches 
the right hand side ; the other a high promontory with a fort at its feet ; 
whilst the main sea appears in front through a narrow opening, and 
leaves nothing for the imagination to wish tor in the composition." Mr. 
Stanfield perceived those advantages; and the accompanying plates 
show how much of truth there was in the description of Dr. Maton. 
The castle has two platforrns of cannon. The fortification itself was 
probably erected in the time of Henry VII.; who, as appears from 
Browne Willis, agreed " for himself and bis heir to pay to the corporation 
forty pounds per aimum, for their building a strong and mighty tower, 
and bulwark with lime and stone, for furnishing the same with guns, 
artillery, and ordnance, and for finding a chain in length and strength 
Buffident." The fortress, however, is not spacious, and mounts but few 
guns. 

At the south end of the town are the ruins of an ancient castle, rising 
immediately above the water. It appears to have been a circular struc- 
ture, but of no great strength. It conUins 4485 inhabitants, is a 
borough, sea-port, and market-town, and is distant from iandou, 204 
miles. Its distance from Exeter, the capital of the county, is tiurty and 
three quarter miles. 
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ST. MALO. 

This town, formerly called Haute-Bretagne, with a sea-port, a castle, 
which served it for a citadel, and several odier forts, is at the present 
time the chief place of the arroadisseineDt and canton of the department 
of Ille and Vilaine. It is fortjr lesigues north of Nantes, and eighty-three 
leagues north-west of Paris. It was a place of no importance until the 
time of Anne of Bretagne, who transferred to it the bishopric of Aleth, or 
Guidalet, and gave it the name of St. Malo, or Maelon, which was that 
of its patron and first bishop. 

It u not lai|;e, the land on which it is built being limited ; bat it is a 
busy trading place, and thickly populated in proportion to its extent; it 
contains from 12,000 to 14,000 inhabitants. It is built on a rock, or 
small island, formerly called the Isle of Aaron, which is connected with 
the mainland by a causeway. This island is protected on the northern 
coast with locks, by means of which the fortifications of St. Malo under 
this part of the enclosure are inaccessible to the enemy ; from the 
•outhem and eastern coast it forms a kind of amphitheatre. Its enclosure 
has been partly rebuilt since the commencement of the last century. 

St. Malo resembles a long square, of which the angle, extending to 
the bank, or causeway, and looking towards the land, is lengthened by 
the bastion of the casUe, which is called, la Point de la Galere. The 
castle, considered without its bastions, forms a tolerably exact square, of 
which the enclosure is flanked by four large towers at the angles : it 
commands the town, and defends the access to it from the coast. La 
Tour Generate, and that of Quinquengrone defend it from the side of the 
town : la Tour des Dames, and that of Moulins, flank the two angles 
stretching to the Point de la Galere. There is a dungeon between the 
Tour Generale and that of des Dames. The part of the town which is in 
front of the castle is very regularly constructed, as also that looking to the 
port of Dioan ; but in the rest of the town the streets are very irregular, 
and the houses badly built ; a great part of them are constructed of wood, 
by reason of the stone, which is common at St. Malo, being too hard for 
the masons generally to work. The enclosure of St. Malo is open by 
the gates of St. Vincent and St. Thomas, extending to the castle, the 
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one on the right and the other on the left ; by the great gates situated at 
the extremity of the bastion of St. Vinceat, in the middle of that part of 
the town which looks towards the east ; and by the gate of Dinan, in 
the middle of that part which looks towards the south. The land can 
only be reached by the causeway. Though open spaces of ground are 
rare in the enclosure of the town, there are, however, many public build- 
ings, the chief of which is Sl Thomas's, which separates the town from 
the castle. St. Malo has a Tery extenaive quay, ^ing the gate of 
Dinan, between the bastion of St. Philippe and that of St. Louis. 
There are two others at the eastern part of the town, of which one, 
extending from the bastion of St. Louis to the great gate, and the other, 
lai^er than the two first, begin at some distance from the great gate, and 
extend to the gate of St, Vincent. At the end of the bastion of St. 
Louis, a pier has been constructed which extends into the sea. Near the 
great gate is a pump which furnishes water to the fountains of the town, 
consisting of above eighty streets. 

The port is esteemed one of the safest in France, but not one of the 
most ccnnmodbus ; the entrance is very difficult, on account of the sur- 
rounding rocks, the points of which are found concealed just under the 
water, so that it is necessary for those unacquainted with the harbour to 
employ one of the pilots of the port. 

When vessels airire laden, or when they are about to leave the port 
with a cargo, they cannot anchor except at the mouth of the river Ranee, 
near the ancient city of Aletb, as the state of the water would not allow 
them always to be afloat if they moored themselves against the quays of 
the town, the tide, ebbing every twelve hours, leaving dry the whole of 
the sands between St. Malo, the causeway, St. Servan, and the old city. 

The town has been bombarded many times by the English. In 1693, 
an English vessel was stranded on a lock opposite the port St. Thomas, 
filled with machinery to crush the town, if it had succeeded, as was anti- 
cipated ; but the assailants, finding themselves discovered and fired at from 
the Fort Royal, quickly set fire to their vessel, seeking to save themselves 
in their boats ; in this, however, they were frustrated, for of the entire 
number of forty-one men all perished, including the ei^neer. This 
infernal machine, as it was called by the inhabitants, caused much 
devastation in the town, but it did ao personal damage. In 1695, 
another attempt was made, which was equally unsuccessful. Jn 1758, 
two descents were effected near Sl Malo, at Cancale, and at St. Cast; but 
the resistance that they experienced compelled the troops to re-embark. 
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atter navtng lost Uiree thousand men, and seven hundred prisoDers; the 
MalouiDS lost bat four hundred men killed and wouaded. 

The c<»nmerce of St, Halo is very active ; there are many manufacto- 
ries of soap, tobacco, biscuit, sail-cloth, and cord^e, a foi^ for the navy, 
and materials for building, as well within as without the walls. The 
vessek which tbe Malouins employ for the cod-fishery from the port are 
from a hundred to four hundred tons ; these vessels carry with them the 
salts of Guerand, for the curing of the fish. The cod prepared by the 
Malouins has an acknowlei%ed superiority over that which is prepared in 
England. They have also whale, mackerel, and oyster fisheries, in tbe 
great road of Cancale, near their town ; the latter are considered the best 
in France : they also trade largely in the cloths of Bretogne, and all sorts 
of merchandise. When war intercepts commerce, the Malouins occupy 
themselves almost entirely in making attacks on their enemies ; for which 
purpose they arm tbe greater part of their vessels. By means of these 
armaments they amply indemnify themselves for the profits which they 
might hare made by commerce, and likewise procure subsistence for a 
great number of sailors and other sea-faring men, who, without this 
assistance, would be deprived of employment. It is in the time 
of these armaments that the Malouins trade most with tbe Nantais, 
because the privateers bring into their port the greater part of the prizes 
captured. The producrions of the territory of St. Malo consist princi- 
pally of grains, which are gathered in abundance. They furnish 
also cattle, and a variety of fruits. Its commerce is only supported by 
the vigilance and activity of its merchants; tbey know how to surmount 
by their labour the obstacles occasioned by the position of their town, and 
render, in fact, this place as interesting as if it was in a bvoarable 
situation. 

In 1711 they lent to Louis XIV. thirty millions of francs, which tbey 
have never been repaid. This town has given birth to great seamen' and 
eminent merchants, who by their industry have brought considerable sums 
into France. Itis the cradle of tbe Indian Company; and we are indebted 
to one of its inhabitants for the discovery of Canada. It is celebrated as 
the birth-place of Bernard de la Bourdoanaye, a merchant and warrior ; 
of La Mettne, a philosopher, who was a man of so great a mind that he 
discovered be bad no soul, a qualification for the friendship of Frederick 
the Great, who forthwith made him his physician ; of Maupertius, the 
geometrician: of Chateaubriand, the celebrated pamphleteer, and author 
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of the Geniiu of Ckrutianity ; and other characters of diflereot d^rees 
of eminence. 

Besides the castle cathedral, there are three parish churches, a chapter- 
bouse, a seminary, aud seven religious houses, of which three are for 
men, and four for women. 

Of the peculiar manners of the strange but sturdy peofde of Saint 
Male, an excellent account may be found in the Travelling Sketches on 
the Sea-coasts of France, written by Leitch Ritchie, and illustrated by 
Stanfield : — " Driven from terra firma," says that excellent writer, "by 
the incursions of the Normans, the inhabitants of this part of Brittany 
took refuge, like the Lombards in Btmilar circumstances, on the rocks nS 
the sea; and, even before they had enclosed themselves with proper 
fortiGcations, they were enabled to afibrd an asylum to a fugitive prince 
— the Earl of Richmond, who afterwards wore the crown of Ei^land. 
At tiie time of the League, they had become so independent as to staad 
aloof from both parties ; and, at length, haughtily declared, that they 
would do without a master till the Stat«s-general of tiie kingdom, 
assembled in due form of law, should elect a king. 

"The goremor of the chateau, however, the Count de Fontaine, was 
of more accommodating sentiments ; and the ganison and the citizens 
fanned two hostile parties within the walls. The dispute was settled by 
fifty fine young men scaling the chateau by night, by means of a cord 
attached to a culverin on the ramparts. The garrison gave in; and the 
Malouins governed themselves till the year 1694, when they thon^t 
proper to recognize the authority of Henri Quatre. 

" One would almost think that the mind is in some degree impressed 
with die character of the objects which the eyes have been accustomed 
to look upon firom infancy ; for the Malouins have always preserved the 
stem, unaccommodating spirit, which is the moral feature, if we may so 
express ourselves, of their native rock." 

The circumstance of the fire-ship sent against the town by the English, 
and which has been noticed above, is then narrated ; and the writer pro- 
ceeds by saying, that, " The privateers fitted out from the place have 
always been distinguished for their audacity and success; and, in short, 
to give the naval character of the people in a word, we have only to say, 
that, when hailed at sea, their ships did not answer, 'We are French,' but, 
' We are Malouin I' 

" The customs and manners of the people, a little way out of the 

wn," continLes the same lively writer, "arc very strikine: ' an"* - 
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cannot travel a Sabbath-day's journey without witnessing most of the 
peculiarities of the Bas Bretons. 

"The marriage ceremonies of the peasantry are absolutely poetical. 
The compliments which are discharged at one another by the two go- 
betweens (who are not women, as in ancient Greece, but men) remind 
one of the eulogium of bardi. The agent of the fair one, after being 
driven twta point to point in the palaver, is, at last, fain to avow that he 
has no better reason for refusal than that the maiden has devoted her 
vi^n life to God. Even this fortification, however, is at length aban- 
doned, and the advocate of the lover obtains permission to enter the 
cottage, and search in person for the damsel. A wife, a widow, and a 
child, are in turns presented to him ; but all these be declines with a 
compliment and a jest ; and when, at length, the object of his search 
appears, all parties sit down to the wine or the cider, and converse 
reasonably on the subject. 

" On the marriage-day the bride and bridegroom hold a taper in their 
hands ; and the light which is first extinguished announces to the super- 
stitious Bretons the one who is to die first. On the evening of the 
marriage, a car, yoked with oxen, arrives to carry to her new home the 
property of the bride ; but it is not without blows on both sides, severe, 
though amicable, that this is effected. On the same night the lady is 
hidden by her bride-maidens, and a severe fi^t takes place among the 
young men. The atni^les of the party of the ' bappy man,' however, 
are in vain ; for, by immutable rule, the first day of marriage belongs to 
God, the second to the Vi^in, and it is not till the third day the wife 
is delivered to her husband. 

" A thousand odd superstitions still prevail among the Baa Bretons. 
When a sick man is about to die, a funeral car is sure to be seen 
f.pproaching the house, covered with a white cloth, and driven by skele- 
tons i or, if the cort^ is not seen, the wheels, at least, are heard, and 
the terrified listeners hide their faces in their hands till the unearthly 
show has passed by. Certain dwarfs, one foot high, are supposed to 
inhabit the earth under the chateau Morlaix, for the purpose of guarding 
the treasures it contains. A man who has the good fortune to set eyes 
on these riches, may fill his hands if he please, but woe betide him if he 
pute any in his pocket I ' John and his Father,' form a kind of Will o' 
the Wisp, who carries a light on each of bis four fingers, and twirls round 
with them like a dervish. The belated hind is sometimes startled, at the 
edges of the woods> with the sound of dancing ; and, if he dare to turn 
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his eyes to the spot, he is sure to be seized by the unearthly revellers, and 
compelled to join in their gambols till the crowing of the coclc. The 
lav&iuea de nuit are seeo washing in the streams; and they invite the 
puser-by to help them to wring their clothes. The job continues all 
night, and perhaps the assiatant at last gets his arm broken for hin pains. 

" In some places they would not for the world sweep the floor a.ha 
■on-set, for fear of hurting the dead iriio are then making their invisible 
rounds. When they wish to find the body of a drowned person, they fix 
a burning taper in a loaf of bread, and send it afloat upon the water, con- 
fidently expecting that the light will be exunguished above the spot where 
the dead man lies. The crow of the cock before midnight, continued an 
odd number of times, announces the death of a man -, an even number of 
times, that of a woman. The song of a bird foretells, by its intonation, 
the date of their marriage and death. On Christmas-night, the cows, 
and other ruminating animals, tie awake, conversing on what is to happen 
to their masters, who take care, on these occasions, to supply them with 
a good supper. The howling of a iog in the night time presages death ; 
and, in the howling of a storm are heard the voices of the nnburied dead." 

The Malouins are haughty shopkeepers, and scrupulons merchants. 
Their uncompromising character appearing in all the transactions of their 
lives. 

When the harbour is filled by the tide, the scene presented is animated 
and picturesque. The boats passing and re-passing, the costume of the 
peasants of Brittany contrasted with the rude and not less strange 
appearance of the veteran sailor, the bristling towers, and the black 
rocks, form altogether a scene of great interest. 
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COAST OF BRITTANY NEAR DOL. 

(the rocks of ST. MILO IN THE DISTANCE.) 

With the austere SL Malo we have finished, and we nuw come to 
the fertil^plains of Do). 

The accompaoyiD^ view is ooe merely of a wiadmill, but it well contrasU 
with, and exhibits the effect of, the vast champaign around it. The town 
of Dol is placed among marshes, and is remarkable chiefly for its large 
Gothic ca^edial. We have previoDsly noticed the strong and strange 
superstitioni of the people of BritUny, nor are the Dolais one wit behind 
the credulous Malouins. 'Vise cathedral is said to contain the mausoleum 
of Saint Samson, who is such a very sensible saint that he cures the 
Dolais of madness. Like other mad-doctors, he prescribes a straight 
waistcoast, but instead of encloseting his patient in a mad-house, he 
shuts him up in a niche near the altar. The prescription is only efficient 
for an inhabitant of Dol. 

On the road from Fontorson, the last frontier town of Normandy, to 
Dol, the first town of Brittany, is seen, from a great distance. Mount 
Dol. This place is invested with all the superstition peculiar to the 
country. It was visited, like St. Michael's in Cornwall, and St. Michael's 
in Normandy, by the " First Knight ;" and, as miracles are never absent 
ysbea the marvellous is to be substantiated, the imprint of the foot of 
the saint remains to this day an incontestable proof of bis visit. The 
Druids had here a temple, but the French have a telegraph ; and the 
view from the platform on which it is erected is extensive and beautiful, 
adorned with chateaux and spoti of interest. 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

Uhdeh the head of Portsmouth will be comprised a deKiiption of 
Portsmouth Harbour, a view of which will be given in the coune of this 
work ; Porcheater Castle, one of the eogntvings in the present number ; 
and all points of interest connected with this great maritime and military 
dep6t. 

The origin of Portsmouth is affirmed by Camden to have been owbg to 
the retiring of the sea from the upper part of the harbour, which, rendering 
the adjoining village of Porcheater less convenient, the inhabitants were 
induced to remove to Portsea Isle, on the south-west side of which Ihey 
erected the present existing town. It is called in the Saxon Chronicles, 
Portetmuthe, from a Saxon chieftain of the name of Port, who, with his 
two sons, Bieda and Maegla, landed on that part of the coast about the 
year 501. After a severe conflict with the Britons, this chieftain sue 
ceeded in maintaining possession of the surrounding country. Alfred 
fitted out a fleet of nine ships at the port, and after an obstinate engage- 
ment defeated the Danes, who infested the coasts of Hampshire and 
Dorsetshire ; and in his own peculiar way, hanged many of them along 
the coast as admonitions to their countrymen. Harold also equipped a 
large fleet at this port, with a view of intercepting the armament of 
William, afterwards surnamed the Conqueror. After the death of 
William Rufus, Robert, Duke of Normandy, landed with his forces to 
take possession of tlie throne. Henry the First, who had raised an anny 
to support his claims to the crown, assembled his forces here; and, after 
the two armies had remained some time in their encampments, an accom- 
modation took place, and Robert returned to Normandy. The Saxon 
Chronicle informs us, that the king passed the Whitsun-week here. 
Henry 'the Third, alao, collected at this place a numerous army for the 
invasion of France ; but the enterprise was abandoned in consequence 
of the treachery of his ally, the Duke of Bretagne. In 1377, the 
beginning of the reign of Richard IL, the French actuated it is said by 
jealousy at the growing prosperity of its trade, attacked and burnt a con- 
siderable portion of the town, but were compelled to retire to their ships 
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with much loss. For the greater lecurity of the hsTbour, Edwartl IV. 
erected two towers, commanding its entrance. He also made additions 
to the fortifications of the town, which previously consisted only of a 
single wall, strengthened at the angles with bastions; and Richard III. 
impressed with the growing importance of the place, carried on and 
eitended the works his predecessor commenced. Henry VII. esUblisfaed 
seven extensive breweries for supplying the troops in time of war; and 
Henry VIII., the first monarch under whom the navy obtained a system- 
atic establishment, erected Sonthsea Caatle at the south-west extremity 
of the Isle of Portsea, and made other improvements; and instituted 
regulatioDi which made Portsmouth the principal naval arsenal in 
England.* In July, 1544, Francis I., having previously quarrelled witli 
Henry, fitted out a large fleet under the command of D'Aimebant, Admi- 
ral of France. The vessels, with a numerous military force on board, 
anchored off St. Helens, with intent to destroy Portsmouth, where an 
English army, commanded by the Duke of Suffolk, had assembled. 
The English fleet, under Viscount Lisle, Lord High Admiral of England, 
anchored off Sphhead, and a distant cannonade was maintained for two 
days between the hostile fleets, during which the French suffered consi- 
derable loss, and were at length compelled to haul their wind, and retire 
to their own coast, but which they did not do vrithout revenging 
tbemaelves by laundering some part of the Isle of Vfight. At the com- 
mencement of the action the Mary Rose, commanded by Sir George 

■ Hcniy VIII- wu the £ral to eract ■ n&vy office, ud raaga hii thipa iulo difliertnl 
cluMi, keeping t regnlu inTaaloi; ol theii miimi iioiw. la the preceding Tcigni the 
Dinl foice mi either biied rrom the merchant, or dsmioded bj the king fram the Cinque 
peril. Lelmad, whii viiited Foitimoutb in the leign oF Henrj, deiciibet it u faltowi : 
— " The lend heera, on the eejt tide of Poitettnnth htven, leonilh firthet bj s greet 
wej itnit ints the le, b; »ath eit from the haven month tbu it doeth at tbe wett 
pojDic. There ii, at thii point of the haven, Portennulh town, and a great ronnd tonrre, 
atmoit doble in qnaatita and itrengith to that that ii on the wett aide of the haven right 
agiyn it, and becre ii a inighlj cbaine of yren, to draw from lowre to lowre. About a 
qoattet of a mile above tbii toarre U a great dok for ihippet, and ;n thii dok Ijeth part 
of the ijbbes of the /fmrji, Grace /•/ Dim, one of the biggeal ahippei that hath been 
nade in htminam memorim, Ther be above thii dok crekei in Ihii part of the haven." 
After aoow further detcription of the town, Leiand uji, " King Henry viij at hit linl 
vanei into Frinnce eteeted in the loatb part of the towne 3 great bming houiei, with 
the implementi, to wne his »hippea at luch lyme u they ihould go to the >e in tjme of 
wane. One Carpenter, a riche man, made of late tyme, in the mydle of the high itreite 
of the loun, a Tounhouie. The loon is bare," he addi, '' and Utile occnpisd in time of 
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Carew, the largest English sliip, next to the Great Harry of the Admiral's, 
was overpowered by the weight of her own ordnance ; and, heeling 
greatly, the water rushed in at her port-holes, and sunk Iter, by which 
accident nearly 600 men, with Sir George, were drowned. In the reign 
of Edward VI., all the maritime force of England consisted of fifty three 
vessels, exclusive of merchantmen, but including galleys, pinnaces, and row 
barges. They were all stationed at this port, excepting two at Deptfoid 
Strand, and the Henry Grace de Dieu at Woolwich. The number of men 
to man these vessels, including soldiers, marines, and gunners, was 7780. 
The young king perceived the necessity of strengthening Portsmouth, 
and, in a letter to his friend, Bamaby Fitzpatrick, during his progress in 
1552, he writes, " From thes we went to Portismouth toune, and there 
viewed not only the tonne itself, and the haven, but also divers bnlwarkes; 
in viewing of which we find the bulwarkes chargeable, massie, and ram- 
parted, but il focioned, il flanked, and set in unmete places; the toune 
weak in comparison of that it ought to be, to house great stores (forw'', 
in the wallis are iaiTe and large closis, and much vacant rome ;) the haven 
notable greate, and standing by nature easie to be fortified. And for the 
iBore strength thereof, we have divised two strong castellis on either side 
of the haven, at the mouth thereof: for at the mouth of the haven is not 
past ten score over, but in the middal almost a mile over, and in 
length for a mile and a hauf hable to bear the greatest ship in Christen, 
dome." The young king, who passed the night at Southsea Castle, after 
reviewing the fortifications, and ordering the erection of the two towers, 
also gave directions for an immense iron chain, extending from one tower 
to the other, across the mouth of the harbour; which chain, on the 
French fleet appearing off Portsmouth during the American war, was 
raised so as to prevent the vessels entering. In the reign of Elizabeth, 
the fortifications were greatly strengthened, and the signals now used on 
the approach of vessels were established. In the reign of Charles I., 
Portsmouth was the rendezvous for the armament destined to relieve the 
Protestants in Rochelle, then besieged by Cardinal Richelieu. Joha 
Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, the favourite of Charles, came to Ports- 
mouth to hasten the preparations for the expedition, and was assassinated 
by the enthusiast Felton, wbo was a lieutenant in one of the raiments 
ordered for embarkation, and who had previously served under the Duke 
at the Isleof Rh4.* Soon after the commencement of the Parliamentary 

■ Tbc hulorj of the molivei which argid Tcllon la i 
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War, a party of Cromwell soldiert surpriied Southsea Castle, of which 
they took possession ; and, subsequently, they took the town, and garri- 
soned it for the Parliament. Atter the Restoration, the naptiala of Charles 
II. witL Catherine, the Infanta of Portugal, were solemnized in the 
chapel of the garrison. Charles enlarged and improved the fortifications 
by surroundmg Southsea Castle with a kind of star fort. James II., 
while Lord High Admiral, frequently visited Portsmoath ; but, previously 
to his abdication of the government, he imprisoned the officers of the 
garrison for refusing to admit his Irish troops. The port was frequently 
viuted by Geo^ III, ; and, in 1814, the Prince Regent, afterwards 
George IV., remained at Portsmouth for several days, in company with 
the allied sovereigns. 

Portsmouth received its first charter of incorparation from Richard 
Coeur de Lion, in the year 1123, in which, ailer declaring that he retains 
Porteamue in his own hands, with all that belongs to it, he grants to its 
burgesses the privileges of an annual fair for fifleen days, and a weekly 
market, together with alt the immunities enjoyed by the citizens of Win- 
chester and Oxford. As a consequence of this charter, the corporation 
required of Henry HI. that he would command the attendance of his 
justices; and, to strengthen the request (no unnecessary precaution at 

becD Wisftcloril; sirired It. Tbe refuulorictpliiDcj.poTcrtj, sod blind rintticUm, srs 
all sllagad ; sod ttie Uit appetn moM likelj. Tb« nunlivs d( the unuiDttioa ii thus 
gixiD by WnDghim ; uid, it ii tnnted, will aot be Ibongfat in BaiateiestiDg episode ; 
" la ■ b;e cutler'i ihop. oa Towei Hill, he purchaied ■ teDpennj knife, the ibeaih of 
which he •ewed to tbe Ibiug of bii pockel, that he might >I anj moment dr*w forth Ibe 
blide with ooa hand, ai he had maimed the other. Thii dotie, be reached Poitimouth, 
pirllj (it is Bud) on honebatik, and partly oa foot ; for he mi In grut porertj, which 
m^hl perhaps have a lillle edged hi> deiperdtioa. There, witbonlMy luspicion, unong 
nnmben solicitous of emplojmetit, he pressed into an inward chambet, where Bucking- 
bam wai at breakfast with Monsieur de Soobes and Sir Tbomai Fijei; and a little 
before His Grace'i riuog from the table, moved thence iato a kind of lobby between that 
room and the next, wheie divers were in waiting for the duke'i appearance. la this 
lobby, as Bnckingham was passing throngb, the asiasikn with a back stroke give him ■ 
deep wound in his left tide. The Duke, baring just tine to pull out the kniFe, sunk down 
under the table and eipiied." Tbe Duchess, in an upper room, was icarcel; oat of bed. 
Felton, far from attempting to escape, justified hii crime. The house is No. 10 in tbe 
High Street, then an inn called the Spotled Dog, and now in eiiitence. Felton was 
executed at Tyburn, aod gibbeted on Southaea Common. 'The body of tbe duke wai iu- 
teired at Weatminiier Abbey ; but, in the church of Sl Thomas h Becket, at Porlimouth, 
is a cenotaph erected to his memory, containing in the centre a itiBrble um which holds 
(he heart of the ill-fated di 
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that period) presented the monarch with three casks of wine; aod, it is 
scarcely necessary to add, that the justices followed the bribe. Other 
charters were conferred by succeediog monarchs, and the last was granted 
by Charles 1. 

The port extends from the opening of Southampton Water, on the 
west, to the town of Emsworth, on the east, including I^ngston, St. 
Helens, Portsmouth Harbour, and Spithead. The harbour is nnriralled 
for capaciousness, security, and depth of water : it is about two hundred 
and fifty yards broad at the mouth, expanding into an open and broad 
lake, which extends for several miles to the north, afibrding secure shelter 
and ample sea-room for ships of the largest burden. The contiguity of 
the Isle of Wight adds materially to the safety, by forming a vast natural 
break-water between a portion of the English Channel and the harbour. 
The extent of the harbour is almost sufficient for the whole navy of 
England, and the greatest first-rates may ride at the lowest ebb without 
touching the ground. Even when the sea at Spithead is so agitated by 
the fury of the winds that the largest ships are sometimes driven Atim 
their anchors, the ships within the harbour ride at ease. Hardly any wind 
that can blow has power to endanger the shipping moored on its " breast 
of waters," so efFectually is it sheltered by the surrounding lands. From 
the western side of the entrance is the sand-bank called the Spit, at the 
head of which a ship of war is always stationed. This bank is above 
three miles in length, but not perceptible above water. The roadstead is 
called the Spithead, and narked out by buoys at regular intervals, and is 
often the spot chosen for the assembling of the English fleet. The port 
is the general rendezvous where all ships either homeward or outward 
bound take convoy, and frequently seven hundred merchantmen have 
sailed at one time from Spithead. 

Allusion has previously been made to the loss of the Mary Rose, com- 
manded by Sir George Carew, off Spithead, in 1544. Probably the 
calamity that, on the 29th August, 1782, befel the Royal George, 
was of a more awful nature, inasmuch as none of the dread circumstances 
of war were connected with the melancholy event. This vessel carried 
one hundred guns, and was considered one of the finest in the Royal 
Navy. Some repairs being required on her keel, to save the delay of 
going into harbour, she was hove on one side, by the removal of her 
guns ; and, while in that situation, a sudden squall from the north-west 
threw her broadside on the water, and the lower deck porU not having 
been lashed down, she filled, and sunk in about three minutes. Her 
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brave admiral, Kempenfeldt, and upwards of four hundred of her crew 
(eight hundred in all), besides two hundred women, perished in her. 
Every assistance was immediately given by the boats of the fleet, which 
had just returned from a successful cruise, but with little success. The 
top-masts were long tisible above water, and the spot where she lies is 
marked by a red buoy attached to the wreck. The body of her gallant 
commander was never found. A cenot^>h in Alverstoke Church perpe- 
tuates his memory, and records his talents and his virtues. By the assis- 
tance of the diving-bell many of her stores have been recovered ; and, 
only lately, by means of an ingeniously constructed diving-helmet and 
apparatus, invented by Mr. Deane, stores have been discovered to a 
considerable amount. 

The following particulars of the loss of the Royal George have been 
collected by Mr. Deane; and, as they have more of the stamp of 
authenticity than many accounts which are current, and the subject is 
connected in a most interesting manner with the history of the English 
Navy, and consequently with Portsmouth, they are here introduced. 

" Time has left few in the present day of those saved from the shipi 
but her seventh lieutenant (aide-de-camp of Admiral Kempenfeldt, the 
present Admiral Sir Philip Henderson Durham, G. C. B.) the only 
officer alive who then belonged to her, and he has kindly presented us 
the following anecdote, more immediately relating to himself. 

" When the Royal George was going down, Lieutenant Durham threw 
off his coat and dashed into the water, where he was siezed by a drown- 
ing marine, by whom he was twice carried down. On rising the second 
time, Lieutenant Durham succeeded in extricating himself from the 
dying man's grasp, by tearing off his waistcoat, and he, with one of the 
seamen, was eventually saved by siezing the halyards from the mizen 
topmast head, by which they reached the mast head, from whence they 
weie taken with great difficulty by a boat. The poor marine's body was 
washed on shore a fortnight afterwards, with the waistcoat, by which he 
had caught hold of Lieutenant Durham, so firmly twisted round his arm, 
that a pencil-case, bearing the lieutenant's initials, was found safe in the 
pocket, and restored to the owner. The Captain, under whose directbn, 
with that of first Lieutenant Saundera, the ship was careening, was on 
the quarter deck at the time the accident occurred, and ran down to 
warn the Admiral, who was in his cabin ; but he was unable to effect his 
purpose, from the cabin-door having become fixed. When Lieutenant 
Durham had reached a place of temporary security, he observed the 
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CapUin holding by the weather mizes top sail-yard ami, aad sent a 
boat to his aid. These two were the only officers saved. The number 
of the ihip's company on board was neaily 800." ' 

One of the Seamen who belonged to the Royal Geo^, and who 
was among the few persons saved, relates the melaodioly eyent in the 
following words: — 

" I joined the Royal George, of one hundred guns, at Spithead, in 
December, 1779, being then nineteen years of age, having been drafted 
from the Princess Amelia, three-decker, and guard-ship at Spithead. 
Lord Rodney was there, in the Sandwich, and Admiral Digby, in the 
Prince George ; on board the letter ship was Prince William Henry, our 
present gracious King. 

"In January, 17S2, the Royal George was docked at Plymouth, and 
joined the grand fleet at Spithead, where she changed officers : Admiral 
Kempenfeldt, Captain Waghom, and first Lieatenant Saunders, joining 
her. 

" She lefl Spithead with the grand fleet, aad cruised in the channel ; 
but returned to Spithead again, being leaky. The leak was found to 
arise from the pipe leading through the ship's bottom to a cistern in the 
well from which the water was pumped for washing decks. To get at the 
leak, at five o'clock on the morning of the twenty-ninth of August, 
1762, all hammocks were piped up, and the word passed for stowing 
them on the larboard side on the booms. When this was done, the 
drummer was called to beat all hands to quarters ;— I ran to mine, which 
was the sixth gun on the main-deck. The order was given to run over to 
leeward all the main-deck, and also the quarter-deck and forecastle guns. 
The middle and lower-deck guns were run in on the weather side, as far 
as the breechings would allow ; and on the tee side, both middle and 
lower deck, the guns were run out — the lower-deck ports consequently 
being open, occasioned the ship to fill and sink. 

" When this happened, I was stationed on the middle-gun deck, at 
the tackle fall, hoisting provisions out of the aftei-hold, and rolling 
the same to leeward, to give the ship more heel, to enable the carpen- 
ters to get at the leak on the weather side. This work continued until 
about half-past eight, when the water was at intervals dashing in at 
the lower-deck porU ; — at this moment, the captain was standing at the 
entering port on tlie middle- gun -deck. About ten minutes after this 
the danger was discovered, as the water began niore rapidly to dash in at 
the lower-deck ports. The drummer was immediately called to beat lo 
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quanen; when 1 let the tackle fall where I wai italioned, and run upoa 
the main-deck to my gun, the sixth. When I got there, four of lu, 
Joseph Woodcock (the captain of the gun), myself, and two others, 
immediately hooked the tackles on to wudward, and while in the act of 
endeavouring to bouse our gun to windward, I saw the signal lieutenant 
(the present Admiral Sir Philip Henderson Durham) on the weather 
gangway, hailing with a speaking trumpet, ' Bouse, bouse away, the ship 
is sinking !' — the words were scarcely out of his mouth when the ship 
capsized. At this moment, being obliged for our own safety to drop the 
ends of the falls, the gun running away to leeward, I scrambled up to 
windward by the assistance of the tackle fall, and got out of the weather 
port; as also did my old companian, Joseph Woodcock, who died about 
six years ago, in the Royal Hospital at Greenwich, — whom 1, with 
Charles Wilson, and several other old shipmates, saved from the wreck 
of the Royal Qeoi^, used to meet, particularly to commemorate the 
29th of August, which we considered our birth-day. They are all dead ; 
and 1 am now left to myself to reflect on my miraculous escape. 

"I must DOW go back to getting out of the port Not being able to 
swim, I stood there until she filled. There were about three hundred 
of us poor fellows standing on the ship's bottom, singing out, ' Boats, 
boats, for God's take \' The suction of the ship made a horrible noise ; 
when down we went alti^ther, clinging hold of each other, many 
catching hold of us, and I catching hold of others ; and after going 
down several times, on coming up, the rest of ray unfortunate companions 
were pretty clear of me. In the confusion in the water, I caught hold of 
a drum, and being neariy exhausted got my head entangled underneath 
it. Something at that moment scratched ray head, it proved to be a pig 
swimming about, and I clung to his neck for a short time ; when, provi- 
dentially, up floated some of the hammocks, and I let go my bold of the 
pig for a hammock. 

"By this time the ship had filled, sunk, and righted, part of the rigging 
remaining above water; — when one of my shipmates hallooed out, 
' Charley, Charley, strike off here !' I let go my hold of the hammock, 
and (Ud so, never having swam either before or since; I then got 
on the r^ng, much exhausted, and where I recollect seeing many more 
of the ship's company come up and swim to the rigging also. There 
was, I suppose, about one hundred and filly of us, and one woman, 
with her husband, whose name was John Horn, and who waa carried on 
board the Victory with me. It is supposed that six hundred men, with 



jrz.otyGOOQle 



34 PORTBUOUTH. 

unrortunate Admiral Kempenfeldt, and three hundred women, here 
perUbed. 

CHARLES BLUNDY, aged seventy-five, 

Late Ordinary Seaman of the Royal George, 
And now lUiDg at 19, NewcuHe Street, Belhakl Graeo. 
JlfflrcA9, 1835. 

The narrative then continues: — "Another of the survivors, Mr. 
Ingram, a very respectable and intelligent man, who lives, and has lived 
for many yean, at Woodford, a village exactly midway hetween Glouces- 
ter and Bristol — relates as follows, in a recent number of a weekly 
periodical. We have, however, corrected his narrative in one or two 
places, on the hig^ authority we have mentioned. 

" The Royal George was a ship of one hundred guns. Originally her 
guns had been all brass, but when she was docked at Plymouth, either in 
in the spring of 1782 or the year before, the brass forty-two pounders on 
her lower gun deck were taken out of her as being too heavy, and iron 
thirty-two pounders put there in their stead : so that after that she carried 
brass twenty-four pounders on her main-deck, quarter-deck, and poop, 
brass thirty-pounders on her middle-deck, and iron thirty-two pounders 
on her lower-deck. She did not carry any catronades. She measured 
sixty-six feet from the kelson to the tafirail; and, being a flag ship, 
her lanterns were so big that tlie men used to go into them to clean 
them. 

" In August, 1782, the Royal George had come to Spithead. She was 
in a very complete state, with hardly any leakage, so that there was no 
occasion for the pumps to be touched oftener than once in every three or 
four days. By the twenty-ninth of August she had got six months' 
provision on board, and also many tons of shot. The ship had her lop- 
gallant-yards up, the blue flag of Admiral Kempenfeldt was flying at the 
mizen, and the ensign was hoisted on the ensign-statf, — and she was 
in about two days to have sailed to join the grand fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean. It was ascertained that the water-cock must be taken out and a 
new one put in. The water-cock Is something like the tap of a barrel — 
it is in the hold of the ship on the starboard side, and at that part of the 
ship called the well. By turning a thing which is inside the ship, the 
sea-water is let into a cistern in the hold, and it is from that pumped 
up to wash the decks. In some ships the water is drawn up the side 
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in buckets, aad there ii no water-cock. To get out the old water-cock, 
it was necessarj to make the ship heel bo much on her larboard side as 
to raise the outside of this water-cock above water. This was done at 
about eight o'clock on the rooming of the twenty-nioth of August. To 
do it the whole of the guns on the larboard side were run out as far 
as they would go, quite to the breasts of the guns, and the starboard guns 
drawn in a midships and secured by tackles, two to every gun, one on 
each side the gun. This brought the water nearly on a level with the 
port-holes of the larboard side of the lower gun-deck. The men were 
working at this water-cock on the outside of the ship fbr near en hour, 
the ship remaining all on one side as I have stated. 

" At about nine o'clock a.m., or rather before, we had just finished our 
breakfast, and the last lighter, with mm on board, had come along- 
side : this vessel was a sloop of about fifty tons, and belonged to three 
brothers, who used to carry things on board the men-of-war. She was 
lashed to the larboard side of the Royal Geoi^, and we were piped to 
clear the lighter and get the rum out of her, and stow it in the hold of 
the Royal George. I was in the waist of our ship, on the larboard side, 
bearing the rum-casks over, as some men of the Royal George were 
aboard the sloop to sling them. 

" At first no danger was apprehended from the ship being on one side 
although the water kept dashing in it at the port holes at every wave ; 
and there being mice in the lower part of the ship, which were disturbed 
by the water which dashed in, they were hunted in the water by the 
men, and there had been a rare game going on. However, by about 
nine o'clock the additional quantity of rum on board the ship, and also 
the quantity of sea-water which had dashed in through the port-holes, 
brought the larboard port-holes of the lower gun-deck nearly level with 
the sea. 

" As soon as that was the case, the carpenter went on the quarter-deck 
to the lieutenant of the watch, to ask him to give orders to right ship, 
as the ship could not bear it. However, the lieutenant made him a 
very short answer, and the carpenter then went below. This ofiicer was 
the third lieutenant; he had not joined us long: his name I do not 
recollect; he was a good-sized man, between thirty and forty years of 
age. The men called him, ' Jib-and-Staysad Jack,' for, if he had the 
watch in the night, he would be always bothering the men to alter the 
sails, and it was 'up jib' and ' down jib,' and ' up foresail' and 'down 
forsesail,' every roinute. However, the men considered him more of a 
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troublesome officer than a good one ; and, from a habit he had of moving 
his fingers about when walking the quarter-deck, the men sdd he was an 
organ-player from London, but I have no reason to know that that was 
the case. The captain's name was Waghom. He was on board, but 
where he was I do not know ; — however, captains, if any thing is to be 
done, when the ship is in harbour, seldom interfere, but leave it all to the 
officer of the watch. The admiral was either in his cabin, or in the 
steerage, I do not know which ; and the barber, who had been to shave 
him, had just left. The admiral was a man upwards of seventy years of 
age ; he was a thin tall man, who stooped a good deal. 

" Ab 1 have already stated, the carpenter left the quarter-deck and went 
below. In a very short time he came up again, and asked the lieutenant 
of die watch to right ship, and said again that the ship could not bear it. 
Myself and a good many more were at the waist of the ship and at the 
gangways, and heard what passed, as we knew the danger, and began to 
feel a^;neved, for there were some capital seamen aboard, who knew 
what they were about quite as well or better than the oBicers. 

" In a very short time, in a minute or two I should think. Lieutenant 
(now Admiral Sir P. H.) Durham ordered the drummer to be called to 
beat to right ship. The drummer was called In a moment, and the ship 
was then just beginoing to sink. I jumped off the gangway as soon as 
the drummer was called. There was no time for him to beat his drum, 
and I don't know that he even had time to get it. I ran down to my 
station, and, by the time I had got there, the men were tumbling 
down the hatchways one over another to get to their stations as quick 
as possible to right ship. My station was at the third gun from the 
head of the ship, on the starboard side of the lower gun-deck, close 
by where the cable passes, indeed it was just abaft the bight of the 
cable. 1 said to the second captain of our g^n, whose name was 
Carrell, (for every gun has a first and second captain, though they 
are only sailors), * Let us Uy to bouse our gun out without waiting 
for the drum, as it will help to right ship.' We pushed the gun, but 
it ran back upon us, and we could not start him. The water then 
rushed in at nearly all the port-holes of the larboard side of the lower 
gun-deck, and I directly said to Carrell, ' Ned, lay hold of the ring- 
bolt and jump out at the port-hole ; the ship is sinking, and we diall 
be all drowned.' He laid hold of the ring-bolt, and jumped out at 
the port-hole into the sea: I believed he was drowned, for I never 
saw him afterwards. I immediately got out at the same port-bole, which 
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was the third from the head of the ship on the starboard side of the 
lower ^Q-deck, and when 1 had done so, I saw the port-hole as full 
of heads as it could cram, all trying to get out. I caught hold of 
the best bower-anchor, which was just above me, to prevent falliug 
back again into the port-hole, and seized Iwld of a woman who was 
trying to get out at the same port-hole,— I dragged her out. The 
ship was full of Jews, women, and people selling all sorts of things. 
I threw the woman from me, — and saw all the heads drop back again 
in at the port-hole, for the ship had got so much on her larboard 
side, that the starboard port-holes were as upright as if the men had 
tried to get out of the top of a chimney with nothing for their legs and 
feet to act upon. I threw the woman from me, and just after that 
moraent the air that was between decks drafted out at the port-holes 
very swiftly. It was quite a buff of wind, and it blew my hat off, for 
1 bad all my clothes on, including my hat. The ship then sunk in a 
moment. I tried to swim, but I could not swim a morsel, although I 
plunged as hard as I could both Ikands and feeL The sinking of the 
ship drew me down so, — indeed I Uuuk I must have gone down within a 
yard as low as the ship did. When the ship touched the bottom, the 
water boiled up a gjeat deal, and then I felt that I could swim, and 
began to rise. 

" When I was about half way up to the top of the water, I put my 
right hand on the head of a man that was nearly exhausted. He wore 
long hair, as many of the men at that time did ; he tried to grapple 
me, and he put his four 6ngers into my right shoe alongside the outer 
edge of my foot. I succeeded in kicking my shoe off, and, putting 
my hand on his shoulder, I shoved him away, — I then rose to the surface 
of the water. 

" At the time the ship was sinking, there was a barrel of tar on the 
starboard side of her deck, and that had rolled to the larboard and 
staved as the ship went down, and when I rose to the tup of the water 
the tar was floating like fot on the top of a boiler. 1 got the tai- about 
my hair and face, but I struck it away as welt as 1 could, and when 
my head came above water I heard the cannon ashore firing for distress. 
I looked about me, and at the distance of eight or ten yards from me 
I saw the main topsail halyard-block above water j — the water was 
about thirteen fathoms deep, and at that time the tide was coming in. I 
swam to the main topsail halyard-block, got on it, and sat upon it, and 
there I rode. The fore, main, and mizen lops were all above water, as 
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were a part of the bowsprit and part of the ensign-staff, with the ensign 
upon it. 

" In going down, the main yard of the Royal George caught the boom 
of the rum-lighter and gunk her, and there is no doubt that this made 
the Royal Oeoige more upright in the water when sunk than she other- 
wise would have been, as she did not lie much more on her beams ends 
than small vessels oiten do when left dry on a bank of mud. 

" When I got on the main topsail halyard-block, 1 saw the admiral's 
baker in the shrouds of the mizen-top-mast, and directly after that the 
woman whom I had pulled out of the port-bole came rolling by : I said 
to the baker, who was an Irishman named Robert Cleary, " Bob, reach 
out your hand and catch hold of that woman ; — that is a woman I pul- 
led out of the port-hole. I dare say she is not dead." He said " I 
dare say she is dead enough ; it is of no use to catch hold of her.' I 
replied, ' I date say she is not dead.' He caught hold of the woman 
and hung her head over one of the ratlins of the misen shrouds, and 
there she hung by her chin, which was hitched over the ratlin, but a 
surf came and knocked her backwards, and away she went rolling over 
and over. A captain of a frigate which was lying at Spithead came 
up in a boat as fast at he could. 1 dashed out my left hand in a direc- 
tion towards the woman as a sign to him. He saw it, and saw the 
woman. His men left off rowing, and they pulled the woman aboard 
their boat and laid her on one of the thwarts. The captain of the fri- 
gate called out to me, ' My man, I must take care of those that are 
in more danger than you.' I said, ' I am safely moored now, Sir.' 
There was a seaman named Hibbs hanging by his two hands from the 
main-stay; his name was Abel Hihbs, but he was called Monny, and 
as he hung from the main-stay, the sea washed over him every now and 
then as much as a yard deep over his head, and when he saw it coming 
he roared out : however, he was but a fool for that, for if he had kept 
himself quiet he would not have wasted his strength, and would have 
been able to take the chance of holding on so much the longer. The 
captain of the frigate had his boat rowed to the main-stay, but they 
got the stay over part of the head of the boat, and were in great dan- 
ger before they got Hibbs on board. The captain of the frigate then 
got all the men that were in the different parts of the rigging, including 
myself and the baker, into his boat and took us on board the Victory, 
where the doctors recovered the woman, but she was very ill for three 
or four dayx. On board the Victory I saw the body of the carpenter. 
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lyiag on the hearth before the galley fire ; some women were trying to 
recover him, but he was quite dead. 

" The Captain of the Royal George, who could not swim, wu picked 
up and saved by one of our seamen. The lieutenant of the watch, I 
believe, was drowned. The number of persons who lost their lives I 
cannot state with any degree of accuracy, because of there being so 
many Jews, women, and other personi on board who did not belong 
to the ship. The complement of the ship was nominally 1000 men, 
but she was not full. Some were a^re, and sixty marines had gone 
ashore that morning. 

"The government allowed 51. each to the seamen who were on board, 
and not drowned, for the loss of their things. I saw the list, and there 
were only seventy-five. A vast number of the best of the men were 
in the hold stowing away the rum-casks: they must all have perished, 
and 90 must many of the men who were slinging the casks in die aloop 
Two of the three brothers belonging to the sloop perished, and the 
other was saved. I have no doubt that the men caught bold of each 
other, forty or fifty bother, and drowned one another — those who could 
not swim, catching hold of those who could; and there is also little doubt 
that as many got into the launch as could cram into her, hoping to save 
themselves in tliat way, and went down in her altogether. 

" In a few days after the Royal George sunk, bodies would come up, 
thirty or forty nearly at a time. A body would rise, and come up so 
suddenly as to frighten any one. "ttte watermen there is no doubt, made 
a good thing of it : they took from the bodies of the men their buckles, 
money, and watches, and then made fast a rope to their heels and towed 
them to land. 

" The water-cock ought to have been put to rights before the immense 
quantity of shot was put on board ; but if the lieutenant of the watch 
had given the order to right ship a cou^e of minutes earlier, when the 
carpenter first spoke to him, nothing amiss would have happened ; as 
three or four men at each tackle of the starboard guns would very soon 
have boused the guns all out, and have righted the ship. At the time 
this happened, the Royal Geai^ was anchored by two anchors from the 
head. The wind was rather from the north-west, — not much of it, — 
only a bit of a breeze ; and there was no sudden gust or puff of wind 
which made her heel just before she sunk ; it was the weight of metal 
and the water which had dashed through in the port-holes which sunk 
her, and not the effect of the wind upon her. Indeed 1 do not tecallert 
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that the had even what is called a stitch of canvus, to keep her head 
steady as she lay at anchor. 

" I am now seventy-fiTe yeare of age, and was about twenty-four when 
this happened." 

Such are the most authentic accounts relating to a disaster which might 
be strictly teimed national. 

In Portsmouth harbour, and the dock-yards, every precaution that can 
be devised has been adopted to guard against fire. Notwithstanding this, 
since the year 1760, there have been no less than three great conAi^ra- 
tions. The first appears to have been accidental ; the second, in all pro- 
bability, the effect of design ; as the last was proved to be. The first 
commenced in the night of the third of July, and raged for a long time 
with amazing fury. The weather had been extremely tempestuous ; the 
thunder was UDuaually loud ; the lightning more than commonly vivid. 
Many hundred tons of tar, oil, and other combustibles, were consumed ; 
besides 1050 tons of hemp, 500 tons of cordage, and about 700 suls. 
A watchman of the harbour, who was examined after the fire, deposed to 
the fact of a fire-ball having passed near him about ten minutes before 
the flames were perceived. "Die windows of the hemp storehouse had 
that night been left open, in order to air it ; so that the burning element 
had the full benefit of an inflammable material, and a free circulation of 
air. The second fire occurred on the morning of the twenty- seventh of 
July, 1770 ; and, from various circumstances, gave rise to the opinion of 
its being the work of an incendiary. The effects were tremendous. The 
storehouses for pitch and tar were destroyed in an instanti Immediately 
afterwards, tbe flames burst out at four different points, and with such 
vehemence that the destruction of the entire dock-yard was expected. 
The wind providentially shifted, and the active workmen, assbted by a 
numerous body of seamen^ marines, and townsmen, the progress of 
the fire was arrested, and the flames at last extinguished. The third and 
last fire was on the seventh of December, 1776. In this instance the 
incendiary was discovered; his name was John Aitkin, but was mostly 
known among the saibrs as Jack the Fainter. He was believed to have 
acted under foreign influence ; and attempts he had previously been sus- 
pected of making at Plymouth and Bristol had excited considerable 
alarm. His plans were ingeniously contrived, and he had invented a 
curious machine to facilitate his designs. With this he concealed himself 
in the dock-yard at night, and, depositing his machine among tlie cordage, 
he passed the gates in the morning unsuspected. There appeared, how- 
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ever, to have been a miacalculation in his plans, for the fire broke out 
some hours earlier than be had intended. Assistance being near at hand, 
and the wind being in a favourable direction, the flames were soon 
repressed, though not before the rope-house, and some adjoining store- 
houses were consumed. The incendiary quitted Portsmouth, and was 
not apprehended until two months subsequently to the perpetration of the 
crime. The whole scheme of his villainy then became a matter of 
evidence on which he was convicted at Winchester, and executed near 
the Dock Gates, on the seventh of March, 1777. Previous to his death, 
as some atonement for his atrocity, be communicated many useful hints, 
by means of which, if carried out, the dock-yards and shipping, might be 
secured from similar attempts. 

L'Impeliieux, of 8e?enty-four guns, and the Bayne, of ninety-eight, 
were also destroyed by fire in Portsmouth harbour. The former was one 
of the prizes taken by Lord Howe on the occasion of that battle ever since 
distinguished by the proud title of the " Glorious First of June." • 
L'Impetueux took fire in consequence of the accidental ignition of some 
gunpowder. She burnt to the edge of the water, but no damage was 
done to surrounding vessels. The destruction of the Boyne was of a 
different kind. It occurred on the first of May, 1795. The fire broke 
out aft of the vessel, with a fresh breeze blowing from the south-west. 
The 6ames I'an through the ship at a prodigious speed. The lower-deck 
guns were dotted, and as the fire reached them, they discbai^d their 
contents, to the great loss of life, and damage of property. The 6re con- 
tinued to rage with fury, and six or seven hours after it first broke out the 
burning pile was seen floating, — a tremendous spectacle ! — towards South 
Sea Castle, when the after magazine exploded, producing over the 
greater part of Portsmouth the effect of an earthquake. A pillar of 
smoke ascended from the shattered wreck, and swords of fire darting 
from every unconsumed port-hole, presented an appearance of singular 
sublimity. Boats, blown to atoms by the explosion, shot from the vessel ; 
and bits of her timber flew at all quarters, doing a deal of injury. When 
she began to drift, the ships that were at leeward let go their anchors, and 
ran down to Sl Helens, to escape the impending ruin. Numerous boats 
succeeded in saving the greater part of her crew, with imminent danger, 
and at the cost of great suffering. 

The view of Portsmouth Harbour in the present work is highly 

* Thii celebrated eagigenHDl took place on the Gnl of June, 1794. 
M 

Dig, zo hi Google 



42 PORTSHOUTII. 

characteristic of the constantly recurring scenes, which render' this port 
a point of great attraction to all lovers of marine scenery. The mighty 
hulk, rising like a floating city on the waters ; the dock-yard boat ; and 
the task of neighing the ponderous anchor, which keeps these castles of 
the deep safe to their moorings, is represented with all the accuracy of 
truth, and all the poetry of eflect. 

And now, having told so much of the perils and adventures of the 
deep, and matters therewith connected (no inappropriate space occupied, 
it is trusted. In a work dedicated to Coast Scenery), we must terminate ' 
our description of Poitsmouth by a brief notice of the Semaphore and 

POHCHESTEK CaSTLE. 

The Semaphore was erected, in 1823, over a magazine situated at the 
head of the harbour. Tel^raphic signals, by means of it, reach the 
Admiralty in the almost incredibly short space of three minutes. But it 
is not to the Semaphore as a building that attention should be so much 
directed as to the stately vessel entering the harbour. To paint attention 
to it is sufficient ; for to those who cannot appreciate its beauty, no 
description could assist, and to those who perceive, it would be needless 
to attempt Co enlighten. It is a scene truly naval and English; its 
equal was never before witnessed in any country, and probably never may 
be again in any other. 

As a piece of antiquity, some space may be aSbrded for the description 
of Porchester Castle, which is situated at the head of a neck of land 
projecting some distance into the sea. The castle is quadrangular, 
surrounding an area of between four and five acres. It is very much 
dilapidated ; but in sufficient preservation to be used as a place of con* 
finement. During the late war, nearly 5000 prisoners have been secured 
in it at one time. The walls vary from eight to twelve feet in thickness, 
and are about eighteen feet high, having round them in many places 
a passage covered with a parapet. There are also eighteen towers, of 
various shapes, and different magnitude. On the north-west and south 
sides is a ditch, varying in breadth, and in depth fifteen feet. The 
entrance, on the west side, is thirty feet deep, and fourteen feet wide, 
under a square tower. On the inside, over the gate, are two projecting 
figures of a sphinx-like form. 

The keep of the castle encompasses a parallelogram of sixty-five feet 
by one hundred and fifteen. It has four towers, three of them standing 
on the outside wall. One larger than the rest forms the north-west 
angle of the square. The fourtli tower stands at the south-east corner. 
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contitinmg several lar^ rooms, some of them arclied nlth stones, one of 
which appears to have been a chapel. Several of these towers, as weU 
parts of the walls, now appear in ruins. 

In the round and semicircular towers, defending, at unequal distances, 
the outnard walls, are to be found many remains of Roman workman- 
ship. The round towers are placed at the north-east, south-east, and 
south-west angles ; the north-west being taken up by the great square 
tower of the keep. These towers are some twenty, and others nineteen, 
feet in diameter, and project about eighteen feet and a half from the wall. 
Re^ar rows of Roman tnick are still visible in places, dividing the 
stone work. The extent of the outer walls, exclusive of the projecting 
parts of the round towers, is about six hundred and twenty feet on the 
north and south sides, and six hundred and ten feet on the east and west. 
In the keep, forming the north-west angle of the castle, traces of 
Saxon and Norman architecture are to be seen, and some as late even as 
the time of Queen Elizabeth. The great tower is lof^y, and contains 
two dungeons at bottom, with the remains of three double apartments 
above them, in so many several stories. Its walls are nearly eight feet 
thick, and their external dimensions, on the north and south, fifty-seven 
feet, and on the east and west fifty-eight. The light enters from narrow 
loop-holes, excepting the third story, where on two sides, in what appears to 
have been the st&te apartments, are small windows in the plainest Saxon 
style. Adjacent to this tower, and immediately connected with it, are 
the remains of abuildii^,whicb at some period bad been transformed into 
an entrance, the original way of ingress appearing to have been by a 
fli^t of steps on the same side- 
Mr. King, in his Hunimenta Antiqua, supposes the original tower to 
have been of Saxon construction, and the works surrounding it to have 
been erected by the Normans, between the periods of the Conquest and 
the reigns of Edward I. Many alterations, however, took place about 
the time of Edward III.; and in the reigns of Henry VI. and VII,, 
buildings were added, consisting of a great dining-hall, and various 
domestic apartments ; while over them were the dormitories for the 
servants, and the lodgings of the garrison. The curious part of the 
inner, or, as it has been called, of the Norman Court, is its fortified 
entrance, opening from the outer area on the east. At the extremity was 
a noble portal, with an obtuse painted arch, and in this was a gate of 
great strength, and eight feet in width. Further on, at the distance of 
about sixteen and a half feet, was a portcullis; and, beyond that, a 
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second great gate. Eighteen feet further still, was a second portcullis; 
and eleven and feet beyond this, was a third gate, of eqnal strength to 
the outer gate. To make these impedimenta to besie^rs more formi- 
dable, the passage leading to them was only eight feet four inches in 
width. Nearer the court, the side-walla increase in thickness from four 
feet nine inches to nearly six feet ; and here the entrance passage, con- 
tinuing forty-three feet further, becomes wider. This part was a place 
designed for barricades ; and over the whole of this vaulted passage, of 
ninety-four feet, are perforations and machicolations, for pouring on the 
heads of intruders melted lead, boiling water, and such like insinuating 
liquids. 

Id the year 1299, twenty-seventh of Edward I., the tower and castle 
of Porchester, with the forest, then valued at 16/. 13s., was settled on 
Queen Margaret as part of her dower. By a register of tiie abbey of 
Glastonbury, it appears, that in the twelfth of Edward III., John Hacket, 
lieutenant of the Earl of Arundel, was constable of the castle, for the 
defence of which, the Abbot was bound to find three men-at-arms for his 
lands in Wiltshire, and one for those in Berks. 

Some authors have asserted that the Roman general, Vespasian, landed 
here on his arrival in Britain ; bat, on good testimony, this has been 
contradicted. That the castle was, however, at one time in his possession, 
appears probable, as without it the conquest of the Isle of Wight could 
scarcely have been effected. 

The village of Porchester, called Porchester Street, extends for about 
a mile on the road to Fareham, and contains several neat bouses. Under 
charter from Queen Elizabeth, the publicans enjoy exemption from the 
custom of having soldiers billeted in their houses. 

To all who love the picturesque we need not point out the beauties of 
the engraving of Porchester Castle. The dredger mending his net in 
the clear water, the buoy, the bri<^, the overhanging garment, the 
ruined arch and dilapidated turret— combine to tell a tale of glory 
departed. Written history speaks to the mind ; a scene like this appeals 
to the feelings. 
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ISLE OF WIGHT. 

E KBBDCES. jtBCKED ROCK, 



The Isle of Wight has, from dme immemorial, been the subject of 
etilo^ for its beautiful scenery. Probably, no place has been more 
be-sketched and be-praised. Tourists, and would-be travellers— artists, 
and artists that would be — poets, and poetasters — have all joined in a 
a generous rivalry to celebrate its beauties ; and, if they have not 
succeeded to admira^on, the fault most certainly was not in their 
subject. 

Historically speaking, the Isle of Wight is replete with interest from 
the earliest times to the imprisonment of King Charles in Carisbrook 
Castle. The Romans called the island Vectis, and, under that name, it 
is mentioned by Suetonius as having been conquered by Vespasian about 
the year 43. It has been conjectured, and ingeniously supported, that 
the isle was once connected with the mainland, and separated by the 
violence of the sea : hence iu name. After the Romans left the shores 
of Britain, the inhabitants bravely defended themselves against the fierce 
invasions of the Saxons. In the year 530, about eighty years after the 
first arrival of Hengist in Kent, Cerdic and his son conquered the Isle of 
Wight, with great slaughter. This chieftain, who died in 534, appears 
only to have maintained himself in the district where he landed. His 
posterity, however, enlarged the settlement be made in the island into a 
kingdom. In the year 661, the Isle of Wight was subdued by Wulfere, 
King of Mercia, who bestowed it upon the King of the South Saxons ; 
but Ceadwalla, King of Wessex, retook it about fifteen years afterwards. 
In 787, it was seized by the Danes, who apparently designed to make it 
a place of retreat, whither they might retire with their plunder from the 
neighbouring coasts ; but how long they maintained their station is 
unknown. In 1001, in the reign of Etheldred, the Danes once more 
seized it, and kept possession for many years. In the reign of Edward 
the Confessor, the island was twice plundered by Earl Godwin ; and 
again, iu the reign of Harold, by Earl Tosti. Since then, the vicissitudes 
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the Isle of Wight to require tiie BuperioteDdiag care of a governor. 
ExceplJug the town of Yarmouth, it posseBses no staple trade, and ita 
inhabitants are materially indebted for their prosperity to the migratory 
shoals of pleasure-seekers who, year after year, visit its shores to explore 

■Iietdy imyed were fonwl iDiufficteot ; to pronik them with tmponi, mni to minhU 
tlwm. He wM einpow«ied to ttke dmd, who ware to be pud by the S.iog, from lb* 
CoDnt/ of Sontiiimpton, u well u from the iiluid ; ud tbat, not only nithin, but tlia 
without the libertiei. He wu likewiie to lummoo «11 ibieateei, who were boand by 
their leourei la defend Cuubrooke Cutle, or the ule ; to oider them to return with 
their funiliei within m limited time, under penalty of farfeiiing their Undi and tenement*, 
goods end chattels, to the King'i use ; and, in case of non-compliance, the said men to 
supply their places." 

The great power possessed, and the tyranny occasionally aierclied by the Captains 
of the Isle of Wight, may be understood by ao anecdote containing somelhiog of the 
ludicrous, respecting aturnies, quoted by Sir Richsid Wonley, from the papen of Sir 
John Oglandei, a descendant from one oF the most ancient families in the island, and whe 
liied at the beginning of the seTonteenth century. "I bare heaid," says the knigbt, 
" and partly know it to be true, that not only heretofore there was no lawyer nor attorney 
in Dwre island ; but, in Sir George Carey's time, an attorney coming in to tellle in the 
island, was, by his command, with a pound of candles hanging at his bieecb lighted, and 
with bells about his legs, hunted owte of the Island : insomuch that our ancestors lived 
hen BO quietly and securely, being neither troubled to London nor Wiochetter, so they 
seldome or never went owte of the Island ; insomuch as when they went to London, 
thinking it an East-India voyage, they always made their wills, supposing no trooble 

When Jerome, Eail of Portland, wss governor of the island, in the time of Charles I., 
be was committed to prison, on accoant, says Clarendon, " of his eilraoidinary vivacity 
crossing theii eipectations ;" and " all the acts of good fellawihip, all the waste of 
powder, and all the waste of wine, in the drinking of healths, and other acts of jollity, 
which avei he had been at in his government, from the hour of his entering upon it." 

Connected with the history of this gallant earl charged with the misdemeaaoui of 
" eitiaordinaiy vivacity," we onnot forbear another anecdele, highly illuitntive of the 
times in which he lived. Harby, the curate of Newport, a man under peculiar obliga- 
tions to the £arl of Portland, diitingnisbed himself in spiriting up the besiegers of 
Cariibrooke Castle (who were the Inhabitanti assisted by the Parliamentary forces), 
against bis lady and children ; assigning for a reason that she was a Papst ; and 
exhorting them, in the prevalent cant of the period, to be valiant, as they were about to 
fight the battle of the Lord. " The caille," says Worsley, " had not at that time three 
days' proiisioD for its slender ganisoa ; yet the Countess, with the maganimily of a 
Roman matron, went to the platform with a match in het hand, vowing she would fire the 
first cannoD henelf, and defend the castle to the utmost extremity, unless honorable 
terms were granted." The terms were graoted ; but the chivalrous lady was ultimately 
indebted for her safely to the humanity of some seamen, who conveyed her, with her 
family, to the coast of Hampshire. 
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iu many beauties. It has been called, until the expression has become 
trite, the Garden of England. The name is not so much deserved from 
the fruitfulaess of its arable and meadow land, — though neither are defi- 
cient, — as from the wild, luxuriant abundance of the plants and flowers 
which greet the eye from every quarter, giving to every patch of rock the 
appearance of fertility. Through the centre of this island, from east to 
west, extends a range of lofty hills, aBbrding pasturage for sheep, and 
commanding views over every part, looking towards the ocean on the 
south, and the beautiful shores of Hampshire on the north. 

Tbe form of the Isle of Wight is almost riiomboidal, or that of an 
irregular lozenge. The greatest diagonal breadth is twenty-three miles 
from east to west, and transverse from north to south about thirteen miles. 
The face of the country is very diversified ; hill and dale, swelling pro- 
montory, buried glen, barren rock, and exuberant foliage, appear in 
quick succession to give interest to the prospects. The land round the 
coast is in some parts extremely high, particularly on the south, or, as it 
is called, the back of the island. The tract of downs situated at this part 
of the island, terminate abruptly towards die sea in a precipice of lime- 
stone rock, having the appearance, when seen from a distance, of an 
immense stone-wall, overhanging the romantic spot called the UndercIifT, 
which extends along the sea-shore for a distance of nearly six miles. 
The clifis here are exceedingly steep, and vast fragments of rocks, which 
the waves have undermined, lie scattered on the shore. On the northern 
side, the ground slopes to the water in easy declivities, excepting towards 
the Needlet, or western point, where the rocks are bare, broken, and 
precipitous. 

The Needles, so happily represented in the present work, obtained their 
name from a lofty pointed rock, conceived to be a gigan^ resemblance 
of that delicate implement of a lady's work-table, and which, with other 
pieces of rock, had been disjointed from the main land by the force of 
the waves. This rock was one hundred and twenty feet high above low 
water marie. It is now about seventy years ago since it fell, and totally 
disappeared, its base having been undermined by the sea. The height of 
the clifis, of which the Needles form the extreme point, is, in some places, 
600 feet above the level of the sea, and, viewed from a short distance 
from the shore, produce an effect stupendous and sublime. 

" These clifis," says Sir Richard Worsley, and his remarks are most of 
them as applicable now as at the time when he wrote, "are frequented by 
immense numbers of marine birds ; as pnflins, raior -bills, wilcocks, gulls. 
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cormoranU, Cornish choughs, daws, starlings, and wild pigeons, some 
of which come at stated times, to lay their e^s and breed, while 
others remain there all the year. The cliffs are, in some places, per- 
pendicular; in others, they project, and hang over in a tremendous 
manner ; these serve as lodgments for the birds, where they sit in thick 
rows, and discover themselves by their motions and flight, though not 
individually visible. Here are many caverns and deep chasms that 
seem to enter a great way into the rocks, and in many places the 
issning of springs forms small cascades of rippling water down to the 
sea. The country-people take the birds that harbour in these rocks, by 
the perilous e](perimeDt of descending by ropes fixed to iron crows, 
driven into the ground ; thus suspended, they with sticks beat down 
the birds as they fly out of their holes. A dozen birds generally yield 
one pound weight of soft feathers, for which the merchants give eight- 
pence ; the carcases are bought by the fishermen at sixpence per 
dozen, for the purpose of baiting the " crab-pots." The gathering of 
samphire — " dreadful trade !" — is also here carried on ; and in some 
of the neighbouring clifis, so late as 1T80, an eagle's nest was taken 
by one of those adventurous myrmidons of the rocks, who so securely 
suspend themselves between time and eternity. 

A little to the east of the Needles is Freshwater Bay, which, with iu 
arched rock and a band of smugglers landing their cargo by moonlight, 
is the subject of one of the engravings for our " Coast Scenery." Those 
gentle sons of the ocean, ever anxious that Hia Majesty's subjects 
should be well provided, even if His Majesty's Exchequer should suffer 
for it, have chosen a spot for their proceedings both secluded and beau- 
tiful. The love of romance and adventure dwells with sailors, and pity 
it is that a revenue cutter should ever interfere to destroy the romantic. 
On the present occasion, however, these rogues, who love the illicit, 
have none but the moon to observe them, and none but the rocks 
echoing their own labour to disturb them. The preventive -service 
cannot hinder them, and the blockade-men are in garrison. The sea, 
often so violent on this part of the coast, and constantly making inroads 
on the base of the cliffs, is now still, or murmuring only its gentlest 
music. The picturesque arch, formed by the dashing of the waves, 
doubtless made to grace the present scene, gives to this representation 
an appearance of great beauty. 

On the highest point of the Freshwater Cliff's is a light-house ; the 
prospect from which is extremely magnificent, commanding the view of 
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the Needles, and the surrounding countrj. The cliffs here, as at the 
Needles, abound in floclu of birds iauumerable, whose discordant 
■creams, mixed with the solemn roar of the waves, as they rush into 
the carerns of the rock, produce a wild but pleasing effect. At high 
water, ooe of the numerous caverns at the base of the cliffs may be 
entered by a boat, when a scene will be disclosed that will well repay 
the adventurer. The water is so clear that it defies a comparison. 
Looking through its glassy surface, though several fathoms deep, it 
appears as if the hand could reach the bottom. The most minute 
particle is to be seen distinctly, and the sea has arranged the pebbles 
in an order more exquisite than the skill of masonry could accomplish. 
Each smooth -surfaced stone bears apparently the polish of an agate 
fresh from the hands of the lapidary. The aea-weed is wildly luxuriant, 
and the golden yellow, brown, azure, green, and in some places, posi- 
tively purple tints, give the whole the appearance of an enchanted 
garden of the deep. 

Let none who love the beautiful omit to pay a visit to the arched rock, 
and if the smugglers and the moonlight are not at hand to complete 
(he picture, memory may assist the imagination by the representation 
contained in " Stanfield's Coast Scenery." 
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PownERiiAM Castle is Ntuated on the baaks of the river Exe, between 
two and three miles of its confluence with the British Channel, and op- 
posite to the town of Ezmoutb. Exmouth is, as its name denotes, on 
the mouth of the river Exe. A century and a half a^ it was a mere 
fishing hamlet, but is now one of the best frequented watering places Ju 
Devon. " It is situated," says Polwhele, "near the sea-shore, between 
the clifis, which open, as it were, on purpose to receive it, and is fur- 
nished with every accommodation necessary as a watering place. It is 
well sheltered horn tbe north-east and south-east winds, by some high 
hills, which rise almost close behind, and supply the place with excellent 
water." Again, he says, "The walks are delightfully pleasant, com- 
manding views worthy the pencils of the best masters. From a hill 
called Chapel Hill, the eye is presented with a line of coast extending 
from Exeter to the Berry Head, a distance of about twenty miles. 
This line is broken by several hills, that gradually ascend from the coast 
on the opposite «de of the river, and are covered with lively verdure, 
and woody inclosures ; tbe village of Starcross skirting their bottoms. 
Behind these bills spring up some bold towering head-lands, of varied 
shapes, and unequal heights, through which the sight is led to dis- 
tant objects of various kinds, woody summits, and barren rocks, gradu- 
ally diminishing, so as to form a complete landscape." 

The grounds of Powderham Park are extensive, and finely planted 
with trees. On the summit of the highest ground, is a tower called the 
Belvidere, which is a conspicuous object from many parts of the coast, 
and from the British Channel. The path and plantations belonging to 
this domain, extend through a circumference of nearly ten miles, and 
tbe pleasure grounds are replete with a vast number and a great variety 
of flowers and botanical rarities. 

Powderbam Castle was probably built before the Conquest, to pre- 
vent the Danes, who landed in Teig^mouth in 970, from coming up the 
river to Exeter ; or else by William de Orr, a noble Norman, who 
came into England with the Conqueror, and to whom the King gave 
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Powderham. After William de Orr, who was convicted of an attempt 
to deprive Rufiis of hia crown, was deprived of his right, Powder- 
bam had owners of ita own name, one John de Powderham holding it 
in the reign of Edward tlie First. Powderhara, on the death of John 
Powderham, caroe to Humphrey de Bohnn, Earl of Herford and Essex, 
who gave it with his daughter Margaret in marriage to Hugh, Earl of 
Devon, who bestowed it on his -son. Sir Peter Courtena;, about the 
beginning of the fourteenth century. 

The historian Gibbon, fastidiously correct, as he was on most subjects 
bold and comprehensive, employed his pen in tracing the princely for- 
tunes and unequal career of the founders of the family of Devon, " The 
purple of three emperors," says this incomparable writer, " will autho- 
rize or excuse a digression on the origin and singular fortunes of the 
house of Courtenay." He then proceeds to trace the three principal 
branches of Edessa, of France, and of England. The same liberty of 
digression claimed by and allowed to the Roman historian, may per- 
haps be here claimed with success for extracting the following interest- 
ing narrative of the English branch, owners of Powderham Castle. 

" According to the old register of Ford Abbey, the Courteoays of 
Devonshire are descended from prince Floras, the second son of Peter, 
and the grandson of Louis the Fat. This fable of the grateful or venal 
monies was too respectfully entertained by our antiquaries, Camden and 
Dugdale, but it Is so clearly repugnant to truth and time, that the 
rational pride of the family now refuses to accept this imaginary founder. 
Their most tkithful historians believe, that after giving his daughter to 
the king's son, Reginald of Courtenay abandoned his possessions in 
France, and obtained from the English monarch a second wife and 
a new inheritance. It is certain, at least, that Henry the Second distin- 
guished in his camps and councils, a Reginald, of the name and arms, 
and, as it may be fairly presumed, of the genuine race, of the Gourte- 
nays of France. The right of wardship enabled a feudal lord to 
reward his vassal with the marriage and estate of a noble heiress ; and 
Reginald of Courtenay acquired a fair establishment in Devonshire, 
where his posterity has been seated above six hundred years. From a 
Norman baron, Baldwin de Brioniis, who had been invested by the 
Conqueror, Hawise, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour of Oke- 
hampton, which was held by the service of ninety-three knights, and a 
female might claim the manly offices of hereditary viscount or sheriff, 
and of captain of the royal castle of Exeter. Their son Robert, mar- 
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ried the sister of the Earl of Devon ; at the end of a century, on the 
failure of the family of Rtvers, big great grandson Hugh the Second, 
succeeded to a title which was still considered as a territorial dignity ; 
and twelve earls of Devonshire, of the name of Courtenay , have flourished 
in a penod of two hundred and twenty years. They were ranked among 
the chief of the barons of the realm ; nor was it till after a strenuous 
dispute, that they yielded to the fief of Arundel the first place in the 
Parliament of England : their alliances were contracted with the noblest 
families of England, the Veras, Despensers, St. Johns, Talbots, Bohuns, 
and even the Plantagenets themselves ; and in a contest with John of 
Lancaster, a Courtenay, bishop of London, and a^rwards archbishop 
of Canterbury, might be accused of profene confidence in the strength 
and number of his kindred. In peace, the Earls of Devon resided in 
their numerous castles and manors of the west ; their ample revenue was 
appropriated to devotion and hospitality; and the epitaph of Edward, 
sumamed from his misfortune, the blirtd, from his virtues, the good earl, 
inculcates with much ingenuity a moral sentence, which, however, may 
be abused by thoughtless generosity. After a grateful commemoration 
of the fifty-five years of union and happiness, which he enjoyed with 
Mabel his wife, the good earl thus speaks from the tomb : 

WHAT WE GAVE, WE HAVE ; 

WHAT w£ SPEKT, WE had; 

WHAT W£ LER, WE LOST. 

But their lotses, in this sense, were far superior to their gifts and 
expenses ; and their heirs, not less than the poor, were objects of 
their paternal care. The sums which they paid for livery and seisin, 
attest the greatness of their possessions ; and several estates have 
remained in their family since the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
In war, the Courtenays of England folfilled the duties, and deserved 
the honours of chivalry. They were often entrusted to levy and 
command the militia of Devonshire and Comwal) ; tbey often attended 
their supreme lord to the borders of Scotland : and in foreign service, 
for a stipulated price, they sometimes maintained fourscore men at 
arms, and as many archers. By sea and land, they fought under the 
standard of the Edwards and Henrys ; their names are conspicuous in 
battles, in tournaments, and in the original list of the order of the 
garter ; three brothers shared the Spanish victory of the Black Prince ; 
and in the lapse of six generations, the English Courtenays had learned 
to despise the nation and country from which they derived their origin. 
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Id the quarrel of the two roses, the Earls of Devon adhered to the 
house of Lancaster, and three brothers successively died, either in the 
field or on the scaffold. Their honours and estates were restored by 
Henry the Seventh ; a daughter of Edward the Fourth was not disgraced 
by the nuptials of a Courtenay ; their son, who was created Marquis of 
Exeter, enjoyed the favour of his cousin Henry the Eighth ; and in 
thecampof Cloth ofGold, he broke a knee against the French monarcb. 
But the fovour of Henry was the prelude of disgrace ; his disgrace 
was the signal of death ; and of the victims of the jealous tyrant, the 
Marquis of Exeter was one of the most noble and guiltless. His son 
Edward lived a prisoner in the tower, and died an exile at Padua ; and 
the secret love of Queen Mary, whom lie slighted, perhaps for the 
princess Elizabeth, has shed a romantic colour on the story of this 
beautiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were conveyed into strange 
families by the marriages of bis four aunts ; and his personal honours, 
as if they bad been legally extinct, were revived by the patents of 
succeeding princes. But there still survived a lineal descendant of 
Hugh, the first Earl of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays, 
who have been seated at Powderham Castle above four hundred years, 
from the reign of Edward the Third to the present hour. Their es- 
tates have been increased by the grant and improvement of lands in 
Ireland, and they have been recently restored to the honours of the 
peerage. Yet the Courtenays still retain the plaintive motto," {UH 
lapsus I Quid feci?) " which asserts the innocence, and deplores the 
fall of their ancient house. While they sigh for past greatness, they are 
doubtless sensible of present blessing;s ; in the long series of the Cour- 
tenay annals, the most splendid era is likewise the most unfortunate : 
nor can an opulent peer of Britain be inclined to envy the emperors 
of Constantinople, who wandered over Europe to solicit alms for the 
support of their dignity, and the defence of their capiul."* 

Probably, there h not, in the whole range of landscape scenery, a 
spot more truly picturesque than the view from the grounds of Pow- 
derham. The indication of rustic life as seen in the team of horses, of 
commerce in the distant vessels, the noble river, the far sea, the rising 
turrets of the opposite city, combine to form a picture of most extraor- 
dinary beauty. 

* Cimdea nys, Hearf, Duke a! Exeter, " noIwitbtUadiag hii marnige with tb« 
iisler of EdwanJ IV., wai reduced 10 bucIi misery, Ihai he was leea to beg his bread, 
lagged and barefooted, in the Low Counuiei." 
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HAMOAZE. — ST0NE-H0U3E BEIDGE. 

Fltnouth IB one of the priocipat naval and military BtaCionB in the 
kingdom, and, during war, the most important; commanding the 
entrance of the English Channel, and being the grand rendezvouB of 
the channel fleets. It is, according to the life of St. Indractus, sup- 
posed to have been the Tameorwerlhe of the Saions. After the conqaeat 
it acquired the name of South Town, or Sutton ; and in the reign of 
Edward the First, of Sutton Prior, and Sutton Valletort, the north 
part of the town being situated on the lands of the Prior of Plympton, 
and the south part on the estate of the Valletorts. These names were 
relinquished in the reigu of Henry the Sixth, for the more appro- 
priate appellation of Piym moJtth, descriptive of its aJtuation on the 
River Plym, near its influx into the bay celled Plymouth Sound. 

About the commencement of the reign of Edward the Second, great 
disputes arose between the Prior of Plympton and the king, reapecdng 
certain rights and immuaittea claimed by the former, but always con- 
tested by the crown. These disputes were at length settled by the 
Court of Exchequer ; and the prior, in consideration of a fee farm rent of 
29/. 6s. Bd., was confirmed in his privileges of " granting leases of 
houses as lord of the fee ; having a manor view of frank pledge, assize 
of bread and beer, a ducking stool, and pillory, and the rifbt of 
fishery of tlie waters from the entrance of Catwater to the head of the 
River Plym." 

The port became at an early period the occasional rendezvous of 
the British navy. In 1355, Edward the Black Prince embarked, on 
his expedition to France, and landed on his return, with his royal pri- 
soners. In the reign of the father of this prince, the growing pros- 
perity of the place provoked the jealousy of the French, who landed, 
and endeavoured to destroy the town by fire. They were, however, re- 
pulsed, with the loss of five hundred men, by Hugh Courtenay*, Earl 

* One of the Courlcoajn of Powdcihan Cull«. 
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of DevoD, under whose coaduct the surrounding gentry and thdr fol- 
lowers mustered with ^eat alacrity. In a second attempt, made Jn the 
sixth year of Henry the Fourth, the French were more successful ; their 
soldiers were mostly natives of Brittany, and were commanded by the 
marshall of Bretagne, and M. de Chastell. They landed near the part 
called Britton's side, and, before any effectual resistance could be 
made, burnt upwards of six hundred houses ; but failing in their at- 
tempt to destroy the castle, and higher part of the town, retired to 
their ships, and proceeded to Dartmouth, where they met with the recep- 
tion described in the account already given of that place. From the 
time of this occurrence, till the reign of Henry the Sixth, the town 
dwindled to a mere fishing village. In this reign, the Prior of Plymp- 
ton rebuilt many of the houses, and by granting liberal leases, en- 
couraged persons to reside, by which means the population became 
considerably increased ; the port was once more frequented by mer- 
chants, and its importance as a naval and military station became again 
apparent. On a petition from the inhabitants, urging the necessity 
of fortifying the town and port against the future assaults of the enemy, 
the king granted them a toll on all merchandize entering the port. 
In 1439, the town was incorporated under its present name of Ply- 
mouth. In 1512, an act was passed for enlarging and strengthen- 
ing the fortifications, and a grant of indulgence was issued by Bishop 
Lacy, to all who contributed to that work. To prevent the accumu- 
lation of sand at the mouth of the harbour, the tin mines were also 
prohibited from working in the neighbourhood of any river communicat- 
ing with the sea at Plymouth. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, through 
the solicitations of the celebrated navigator and hero, Sir Francis Drake, 
a new charter was granted, confirming former acquired privileges, and 
more particularly defining the constitution of the <»)rporation. The 
gallant admiral conferred a still more lasting benefit on the inhabitants 
of Plymouth, by supplying the town with water. By skill and per- 
severance he succeeded in bringing a stream of water into a reservoir in 
the town, from the springs of the neighbouring forest of Dartmoor, by 
a winding channel of twenty-four miles in length. This great under- 
taking he executed at his own cost, and also erected various mills on 
different parts of the stream, for the use of the town. In the year 1579, 
Plymouth was afflicted with a dreadful plague, occasioned by the 
landing of some cotton wool, part of the cargo of a ship from Smyrna, 
not being properly purified by exposure to the air. Six hundred persons 
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fell victimi to its ravages, and so general was the fear of its spieadiag, 
that tbe annual ceremoDy of electing the mayor nag held in the open air, 
on Catdown. 

Id 1588, at the period of the expected invaiion by tbe so called 
Invincible Armada, a British fleet assembled in Plymouth Sound, under 
the commaud of Lord Howard and Admirals Sir Francis Dralce and 
Hawkins.* The fleet consisted of one hundred and twenty sail, seveo 
ships of which were contributed by Plymouth. The fleet sailed for Tor- 
bay, to join the squadron at Exeter, and on tbe Sunday following, St. 
James's day, the Spanish fleet appeared off the coast in the form of a 
crescent. During the whole of Sunday, and the succeeding day, this 
unwieldy armament remained in sight of Peolee Point, Mount Et^- 
combe, (the beauty of which place so delighted the Spanish Admiral, 
that he had determined upon it as a residence,) the Hoe, and the ad- 
jacent coast, when it proceeded to the eastward, and was furiously as- 
sailed by a storm, followed by the more dreadful attack of the British fleet. 
Many of the natives of Plymouth were among the seamen who fought upon 
the occasion of that memorable victory. In 1595, the inhabitants of 
Plymouth were thrown into considerable alarm, by the intelligence that 
a body of Spaniards had landed in Cornwall, and burnt Mousehole, 
Newlyn, and some other places in that county. In the first moments 
of consternation, barricades were thrown up on all the roads leading to 
the town, and various other precautions adopted for securing its safety. 
The progress of the Spaniards was, however, checked by the activity 
of Sir Francis Godolphin, who seized upon twenty-two chests loaded 
with papal bulls, dispensations and pardons, and afforded to the in- 
habitants of Plymouth the gratiScation of making a bonfire of these 
formidable implements of spiritual warfare. In 1596, the port was 
the place of rendezvous for the British fleet destined for tbe expedition 
against Cadiz, under the command of the Earls of Essex and Not- 
tingham, in which Lord Howard was Vice Admiral, and Sir Walter 
Raleigh Rear Admiral. Hence also on his unfortunate expedition to 
Ireland, embarked the Gallant Earl of Essex. Nothing material occur- 
red from this period till the year 1625, when Charles the First, with 
his whole court, one hundred and twenty ships, and six thousand troops, 
came from Portsmouth and remained here ten days, during which time 

■ Tbe nuiB or tJiii bnne Admiral ii Umithed by bii having b«ea the fint to iouoduce 
the lUie uade in EngUnd. 
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he was sumptaoualy eotertained by the Mayor and Corporation. In 
the rollowing year two thousand persons were destroyed by the re- 
appearaoce of the pl^ue. At the comm en cement of the civil war, the 
inhabitants embraced the caaae of the PBrliameat. And the year 1643 
forms a memorable era in the annds of Plymouth, from the undaunted 
resistance made by the inhabitants, a^inst the forces of Prince Maurice, 
who besieged it from September till the close of the year, without suc- 
cess.* Tlie means of defence possessed by the townspeople were, 
apparently, ioadequate to resist the superior strength of the King's 
army, yet, like most of those engaged in the same cause, they were 
full of enthusiasm, and held out till the approach of the Parliament's 
forces, under the command of the Earl of Essex. After Esses had 
marched into Cornwall, in pursuit of Sir Richard Orenville, impru- 
dently leaving a superior army of Royalists in his rear, the King deter- 
mined to follow him, and having, by forced marches, arrived in the vici- 
nity of Plymouth, His Majesty halted a few days to refresh bis soldiers. 
During his residence at Widy, two or three miles from the town, where his 
head quarters were established, a proclamation was issued by the King, 
addressed to the " Ply moth ians," in which they were commanded on their 
allegiance to surrender. This proclamation was sent by a trumpeter 
to the Mayor and Governor, who peremptorily refused to obey ; but 
as the King's forces were so near at hand, and of considerable strength, 

* The rolloviDg pBiaage ia frma a tract pabluhed in Ibe ;ear 1644, deluliog the piogreu 
trf the liege, in ill Ihe twaD|^nj[ aad cantiDg atjle of (he liaj. The eitnct ii uniuing, mora 
particularl; the relation of Ihe fact that pooi Sampaon Hele, Esq. was " penuaded" (the 
Ihierei!) to giveXSOOO.becausehecanie " wllhoul dnim or trumpet," " OneremaT^able 
pBuage of God'a providence to ui, we mutt with Ihank<iilne» retate, remember, aad 
aeknowtedge, tiiat, after the lawn bad beeti a long lime beiieged atrictlj, aad nu fresb 
victual, eilher fiih or Bab, could be had; wheteby Ibe poor people were grieroiuly 
puniihed ; ibera came an iafinile number of pilchardi iuto the harbour within Ihe baiUcaa, 
which the people tooli up with great ease in baikela ; which did Dot only refresh them 
for Ibe present; bul a. great deal more were taken, preserved, and lalted. whereby the 
poor got much money; aucb a pauage bas nol happened before." Agaia— '■ We 
cannot forget the great bamanity of the good woaien of Plymouth, and thnr courage in 
bni^ng out itroDg oaten, and all lorti of proviiiona, ia the midit of all oar akimiahei and 
fighU, for the refieahing of our aoldiara ; tbough many women were ahot through Ihe clothes. 
We cannot omit to ul down also here, that in a few days after our arrival home, one 
Samson Hele, Esq., of Fardel, came on a meisa^ fiom the Prince, to persuade the yielding 
of it ; hul, comiog witboDt drum or tnimpel, he wai peisuaded to yield U9 £2000, for the 
payment and clothing of our loldien ; without which we could not posably have lubsisted 
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a council of war was turoroon«d and held at the Guildhall, which was 
attended by the principal in habitants, when it was unanimously resolved 
' to defend the town to the utmost extremity. At this period the works 
were in a state of ruin, but an attack bein^ hourly expected, the troops 
repaired to them, and, assisted by the women and children, proceeded so 
rapidly with their labour, that in a few days they were in as complete a 
state of defence as before the sie^. Regularly for several days, the 
King, with his body-guard of cavalry and trumpets, advanced to the head 
of Tovnisend Hill, and were received by a brisk fire of cannon from the 
whole line, and after a short time, as regularly retired. The eminence 
the King's party occupied, was, by the inhabitants of Plymouth, jocu- 
larly called Vapouring Hill, a name not yet forgotten. After the King 
retired, repeated attempts were made by Sir R. Grenville, who endea- 
voured to blockade the town, but was repulsed by the arrival of the Earl 
of Essex. He commenced, however, a second blockade, which, after a 
Gontingance of nearly a year and a half, notwithstanding repeated as- 
saults, waa abandoned, and the Parliamentarians remained in quiet 
possession of the town. On the appearance of the combined fleets in 
the channel in 1779, the French prisoners of war were removed from 
this place to Exeter. In 1814, the Bellerophon anchored in the Sound, 
having on board the Emperor Napoleon, previous to his exile to St. 
Helena. In 1828, the Russian fleet remained for some time in this 
harbour, while waiting for tidings of the Admiral's ship, which had 
parted from it in a storm ; and in 1629, Don Miguel visited Plymouth, 
which place subsequently afforded an hospitable asylum for several 
months, to the adherents of Don Pedro. 

Various fortifications have at difierent times been erected for the de- 
fence of Plymouth. The most ancient fort of which there is any men- 
tion, was built in the reign of Edward the Third, by Edmund Staf- 
ford, Bishop of Exeter, and is described by Leland as a " strong castel 
quadrate, having at each comer a great round tower." Numerous block- 
houses and platforms were erected on difierent pointu of the harbour, 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, but which were demolished on the 
building of the citadel, in the time of Charles the Second. The citadel 
consists of three regular, and two irregular bastions. The curtains of 
the r^ular bastions are further strengthened by two ravelins and horn- 
works. On the cast, north and west sides is a deep ditch, counterscarp 
and covered way, pallisadoed. The prospect from this fortress, which is 
on the summit of the Hoe Cliffs, comprises many points of interest. On 
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thesoath is the epacioua sonod, coataioing within the Breakwater nearly 
five square miles, and affording safe anchon^ to ships of the la^st 
burden. On the west are the richly wooded heights of Mount Edg- 
cumbe, the much desired locality of the admiral of the Spanish Ar- 
mada. On the east is Mount Batten and the Wembury Cliffs, the 
fortified summit of Drake Island near the shore, and the Breakwater 
in the distance. In the foreground are the towns of Plymouth, Stone- 
house and DoTonport, in a continued line. The inland view is bounded 
by the lofty elevations of Cornwall, and the barren heights of Dartmoor. 
On the south west is the vast expanse of the British Channel, and in 
clear weather the distant rock of Eddystone and the light-house* is 
visible. 

Plymouth Harbour comprises the Sound, Sutton Pool, Hamoaze, 
8tonehousePool,BamPool,theCatwater,andseveralsmall basons. The 
three principal divisions are, however, considered to be the Catwater, 
Hamoaze, and the Sound. The Gatwater is a large expanse at the mouth 
of the river Plym : Hamoaze is a still more extensive bason, at the 

* The EddyKona ligbl'bcniH ii bailc on s rock in the chinael, iboul fit^o mitei toutb- 
■outh-wnl from tbe citadel of Plymouth. Id 1696, a wooden light-home wu iiral eiectsd 
on (hit rock, by Mr. Wimtaiilej, nbo was to convinced of iti tecurity, that he desired to 
beirilhin itdariDg " the greateil itormthit might ever bloir undei the heavens." Hii vtah 
was falally fulfilled. On the night of (be twenty-sixth of Noiembar, 1703, in a hurricane ' 
mora nging, proinbly, than any that ever derutated (be coast, the light-hooK, with Mr. 
Wiastentey, aad lbs nortmon UHstiog ia (he repaiis, and the marioei uipeiiatending the 
ligbtt, were swept into the lea. A lecoad %hl-houie of etooe and timberwas completed 
by Mr. Radyerd in 1709, which was destroyed by fire in 17SS. The present huiMing wis 
begUD by Mr. Smeaton on the £nt of Juoe 1757, and completed in October 1769. It is a 
perfect monument of art. Tbe outside uid basement are formed of granite. Tbe Isnlem 
DO the summit is composed of cast iron and copper. Its form is oclagoDsl, and its htight 
b oae hundred feet, and its diameter twenty six. Mr. Smsaton, in hii interesting namtiTe 
of the building of the light-bouM, relates the following anecdote : " Lewis the fourteenth 
b^ng at war with England daring the proceeding with this building, a French piiialeer 
(oak the men at <rork upon the Eddystone rock, together with (beit tools, and carried them 
to Fnnco ; and the captain was in eipectalion of receiving a reward for his achivement. 
While tbe captives lay in prison, (he titnsactioD reached the ean of (hat monarch ; be im- 
mediitely ordered them to be released, and ibt capion to be put in thwr place* ; declaring, 
diat though be wst at war with England, be wai not so with mankind. He therefore 
diiactad iba mea to be sent back to their woit, wiib presents, olnening, that tbe Eddjilone 
light-house was ao situated, as to be of equal service to all nations having occasion to 
navigate the chaonel between England and Fiance." Tbe biitary of this work ii altogether 
one of " a strange " and " eventful " kind, and we can promlie (lie curious reader a gieit 
treat, should he (hink propei (o peruse the tract of Mr. Sme*(on. 
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eituary of the Tamar ; iLe Sound ia the capacious bay formed by the 
influx of the sea with the two rivers, and is capable of holding two 
thousand vessels. It has been rendered more secure than formerly by 
the construction of the Breakwater, which may be regarded as the most 
gigantic undertaking ever effected in England. It was commenced on 
the 12th of August 1812, and has during its progress experienced 
two most severe trials. In January 1827 and November 1824 the 
southern coast of England was strewed with wrecks, but the Breakwater, 
although presenting an uneven and unfinished surface, and more liable 
to be disturbed by the violence of the waters, proved the greatest pro- 
tection to the vessels within its friendly shelter. This immense barrier 
is composed of granite blocks of several tons weight. It is in length, 
at the base, one thousand seven hundred and sixty yards, and in breadth 
one hundred and twenty. The flat surface on the top, forms a fine 
promenade, approached by three flights of steps, leading to one common 
landing near the centre of the work. In the vicinity are numerous 
cottages for the convenience of those who visit this interesting spot. 

Near the Citadel is the Victualling Office, an extensive range of build- 
ings, including the cooperage and the baking houses. The baking 
houses are only two, but each containing four ovens, which may be 
heated eight times a-day, and capable in that time of baking bread 
for 16,000 men. The granaries are lai^, and well constructed ; when 
the wheat is ground, the flour is conveyed into the upper stories of 
the bake-houses, whence it descends through a trunk in each, im- 
mediately into the hands of the workmen, who, by the means of 
macbioery, are able to prepare and bake the almost incredible quantity 
mentioned. The dock-yard of Plymouth is considered, altogether, to 
be the &nest in the world, and presents a scene of activity, scientific 
ingenuity, and perfection of arrangement, that the mind of an English- 
man must contemplate with proud satisfaction. 

In the " piping times of peace," the Hamoaze presents a magnifi- 
cent spectacle, a very considerable portion of the English navy being 
here laid up in ordinary.* The Hamoaze is about four miles in length, 
and in general, about half a mile broad, with a bottom of mud; its 

* Shipa laid apiaordinaiy, ue itripped of all Iheir rigging, snd gum, stores and Dlhei 
contcDti an takgo on tbore. Tbe men and oScen are all paid off eieept the boatswaia, 
guoner, carpeoler aod cook, and sii ordiua:; seamen. The Mpt are moored b; large chains 
of iron, silly fathoms long, couHSting of one hundred aod twenty links, and having at mch 
etid a large inclioc. The chaini are streUlied across the harbour, and the anchors sunk iu 
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greatest depth, at liigh water, \b between eighteen and twenty fathoms ; 
at low water, the depth U about fifteen fathoma. The entrance into 
Hamoaze from the Sound, is very intricate and dan^rous, and the aid 
of a pilot is always necessary. The building on the gun wharf near 
the Hamoaze, were erected af^r designs by Sir John Vanburgh ; the 
armories, and the immense piles of ordnance in the yard, each marked 
with the name of the ship ia Hamoaze to which it belongs, are worthy 
of especial notice. The barracks are calculated to accommodate three 
thousand troops. 

In the engraving of the Hamoaze attached to the present work, the 
artist has presented us with the constant recurring scene, always grand, 
and always different, of the "wooden walls of old England." The 
soldiers and the soldier's wife; the sailors and the fishermen; the 
rainbow — 

" The airj child of vapour and the Eun, 
Drought foith in puq)le, cradled in vennillion, 
Eapliied in inollen gold, and iwathed in inn," — 

a fitting zone to enclose such a scene of beauty ; the water and the 
sky, all tend to constitute a picture full of charms, and creative of 
all kinds of grateful feelings. 

With a short account of Stonehouse, we must unwillingly dismiss 
our description of Plymouth. 

Stonehouse Bridge is the principal avenue between Plymouth and 
Devonport (formerly called Dock), and is a stone fabric, consisting 
of one arch, thrown across Stonehouse Creek. It was erected at the joint 
expense of the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and Sir John St. Aubyn, 
Bart., in the place of an incommodious ferry, where passengers were 

the mud. In ih« middle of each chain is a Urge iiod ring, and a (wircl, lo which are 
attached two thick cables, called bridlei, lafficieotly long to be taken on board the ship lo 
be mooted. The bridles, when ool in uie. are coDilaDtlji sunk; a WDall cable being faatcned 
lo tbem, which ii brought up to a buoy oo the lurface at the water, and theie made bit. 
When wanted, the ends are eaiily hsuled up bj means of a buoy lupe, and are then 
passed ihrough each of the ship's hawse holes, and fastened od board. By the bridlet being 
fastened lo the same swivel, the shipsiwim easily with the tide, which rune amazingly strong. 
especially the ehb, nilh the wind at north ; at these times, no boat can make head against 
it. In HamoaK are near a hundred of tliese moorings, each capable of holding a line of 
battle ship ! 
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pulled over in a boat in the true rustic style, and nliich sorry convey- 
ance even was not pennitted after the hour or nine in summer, and eiglit 
in winter. Foot paasengeis, horsemen, and carriages, pay a toll at this 
bridge, the rent of which, during the late war, was upwards of £400 per 
annum. The tolls are now let anoually at a public surrey, and produce 
a considerable income. 

The parish of Stonebouse is a populous and improving place, extend- 
ing from Plymouth towards Devonport. By the last returns it contained 
6043 inhabitants. The place was originally called Slipperstone. In the 
twenty-seventh year of Henry III. it belonged to Joel de Stonehonse, 
from whom it derives its present name ; but has, by various marriages, 
passed into the family of Edgcumbe. At the period mentioned, it waa 
situated more southerly ; but, after improvements and extension to the 
northward, the ancient buildings were allowed to fall into decay. It 
now consists of several streets of handsome and commodious houses. 

At the quays in Stonehouse Pool, vessels unload their cargoes of wood 
and coal. The maritime relation of this town to Devonport and Ply- 
mouth renders the manufactures of the place active and extensive. 

The Royal Naval Hospital, for the reception of wounded seamen and 
marines, opened in 1762, is the most important public establishment in 
the place. It is situated on an eminence near the creek, and comprises 
ten buildings, each containing six wards, each ward aSbrding accommo- 
dation for about twenty patients, with a chapel, store-room, operating- 
room, small-pox ward, and dispensary, forming an extensive quadrangle, 
ornamented on three sides with a piazza, and the entire building with a 
spacious lawn, occupying an area of twenty-four acres. In 1795, the 
government of this institution was first vested in a post-captain, a 
first and second lieutenant, a physician, surgeon, dispenser, chaplain, 
agent, and steward. 

The Royal Marine Barracks on the east side of Stonehouse are a 
noble range of buildings, built with granite, and form an oblong 
square ; they are calculated for the accommodation of one thousand 
men. The Low Room Barracks, chiefly built of wood, will contain 
about nine hundred. 

A new victualling establishment has lately been erected at Devil's 
Point, upon a scale of great magnitude. No less than three thousand 
cubic yards of limestone rocks was removed for its erection, and a 
granite sea-wall was raised, one thousand five hundred feet in length, 
the foundation of which was achieved by means of a diving bell. The 
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water for the brewery is supplied at the rate of three hnodred and fifty 
tons per day from the Plymouth Leet; it first niDi into a reaerroir 
capable of receiving: two thousand tons, and is tben conveyed in iron 
pipes into a second basin of six thousand tons. 

So much for the information of those who lore matters of fact. To 
those who love the picturesque — to those who out of every thing would 
extract 

" EmoUom beautiful and new," 

we invite them to feast their eyes on the scene of repose and hannony — 
shortly to be disturbed as the threatening clouds assure us — which ap- 
pears in the representation of Btonehouse Bridgie, Plymouth. 
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Rye is one of the Ciaque PorU, and u ikuated at the eastern extremity 
of the coast of Sussex. It has been conjectured to be the Porlus Novus 
of Ptolemy. In ancient Latin, it is termed Ripa, and its English name 
is imagined to be either derived from the Norman rive, bank ; Saxon 
rhee, or British rhy, a ri?er or ford. 

The authentic history of Rye commences in 893, at the latter end of 
which year a fleet of 250 sail brought an army of Danes from France, 
to the coast of Kent, vhen, landing near the town, they seized tlie neigh- 
bouring Fort of Apuldore. Rye was given with the adjacent town of 
Winchelsea, by Edward the Confessor, to the monks of the Abbey of 
Fcscampe, in Normandy ; but in the thirly-first year of the reign of 
Henry III. it was exchanged" by that monarch for the manor of 
Cbilceham, otherwise Cheltham, or Cheltenham and Sclover, in Glouces- 
tershire. Camden, speaking of Winchelsea, says, " at first it was in- 
closed with a mud, after a very strong wall : but scarce began to flourish, 
till it was sacked by the French and Spaniards; and by the seas 
shrinking back from it, as it were on a sudden, faded and fell to decay. 
By which accident," he continues, " and the benefit of the sea, its 
neighbour. Rye, began to flourish, or rather to reflourish ; for that it 
flourished in ancient times, and that William of Ipres, Earl of Kent 
fortified it, Ipres Tower, and the immunities and privileges that it had 
in common with the Cinque Ports, do sufficiently show. But either by 
reason of the vicinity of Winchelsea, or the sea's recess, it was inconsi- 

* '' It <rii eidiaDged," layt Jeake, in hii hitloiy of (he Cinque Ports, " for the better 
defence of bis realm, and it migbt be to conceal rram foreigneii the intelligence of afliin at 
home, and itoji Ihem of locb convenient porli oS pauage." Tbe account given by Cam- 
den aalhoriia Ihii. He taji, (peaking of Wincheltea and B;e, — we almjFi quote e:iiire 
from Ihii, la lu modeiDt, qnaiut, bat bIIU moal pure English wrilet, — " These t»a lawu 
(neiiher may it kcdi impertineni [D note ii) belonged to the Abbey of Fescampe in Nor- 
mandy. But nhen King Heoiy III. perceived that retigiaiu men intermiD^led uccetly in 
matlen of tum, lie gave tbem in exchange for these two, Cheltenbam and Sclover, tvo ma- 
Bon in Glouceiterihire, and other lands ; adding for the reason, that the abboti and monks 
might not lawfully fight with temporal arms agaiut the enemies of the Ciown." 
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derable Tor a long; time. But nhen Winckehea decayed,' and King 
Edward III. walled It about, it began to recover itself; and within the 
memory of out fathers, the ocean, to make a rich amends for the inj ury 
it has done, swelled with an extraordinary tempest, and broke so 
violently in, (insinuating itself in form of a bay,) that it made a very 
convenient port, which another tempest likewise in our age, did not a 
little contribute to. Since which time it has greatly reflourished with 
inhabitants, buildings, fishing and navigation, and is now the usual 
passage from hence to Normandy." 

The approach to Rye from Winchelsea is imposing. At high tide it 
is nearly surrounded by water, and the massive centre tower of the 
church, with Ipree Tower, shows conspcuously. 

The harbour has been much improved by a new channel, cut by a 
Dr. Pape, Vicar of Penn, in the neighbourhood of Rye, who also pro- 
jected a dam across the old channel, a work of great ingenuity. Ships 
of 200 tons burthen can come up to the north quay of the town, one 
mile and a half from the eea. The port of Rye extends from Jewry's 
Gut, about two miles eastward of the harbour of Beachy Head, and the 
port includes Hastings and Earlboume as creeks. In the year 1725, 
George the First, on his return from Holland, endeavouring to make 
Dover, was compelled to put into this harbour, but had some difficulty 
in landing. 

The church of Rye is considered to be one of the largest in England. 

* The inbnbiuati of old Wiachelm appeu to hiTe been > pinlical and UDguioai; let, 
which tuM were the fbreniDDen and ciuu of the decay of the lomi. In IS6S, Simon de 
Hontfort, intending la bring orer foreign lioopi to cause an iniurractioD in Eoglind, repaired 
to WiDchcIiea, at the tine of Lent, inlendiag la pan over to Fraaee, but wai indoeed (a 
■taj and take • ihara in their pindei, in which thej were borne out by otheri of the Cinque 
PorU, but the heir >ppaient, ifterwarda Edward iheFinl, put a atop to hu career. " Old Win- 
chelaea," laji Pennant, " had been a moat powerfnl port, but like the olhere, iti veueli 
acted in moil of Ihecmiiei with uvage barbarity. During the time that Simon de Montfort, 
Earl of LeiceUer, lield hii iron rod overtbeie kingdom*, they gave full looaelo their )Hnciea, 
and flung overboaid the crew of eraiy ihip they met, wbethar it wai foreign or Engliih : 
Lwceiler bad thars of Ibe boo^, ao winked at Ibair enormities. In IS66, Prince Edwanl 
pulaitop to tbeircmelliei; be attacked Wiucheliea, took it by alono, and put tolheinord 
all the principal paisonl concerned in the inhuman practkat of the timea : the red be tared. 
Slid granted the inhabitanti far batter lanna thantbey merited. He at that time feared their 
power, and the ai^tiPM they might gire to the rebellioei Montfort, had b« been loo ligor- 
ons in bii meaiurw. By the date of thia lisoaaclioa, it i* evident that the deitniction of 
Old Wincheliea could not have happened till after the acceuion of Prince Edward to the 
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The nave ii one hundred feet long, and the chancel sixty, with a tower 
between, making the whole leng;th 161 feet. The transept ia rather more 
than eighty feet in length. The architecture throughout is mixed Saxon 
and Gothic, and in the north transept is a Norman arch in the wall 
with a chain moulding, a variety of style almost without a counterpart. 
The principal curiosity of the church is the great clock, which tradition 
asserts to have been taken from the Spaniah Armada, and given to the 
town by Queen Elizabeth. The church has been considerably mutilated 
and disfigured by the introduction of unseemly windows. It has never- 
theless some grand features, and a few of the windows are similar to 
those in the western aisles of Westminster Abbey, more particularly on« 
at the eastern extremity. The north chancel is in a state evincing great 
neglect, but still displays a grand appearance. The floor is thick set with 
brasses. The centre chancel is alone kept in repair, and divided from 
the sides. Passing under the tower, the long gilt lead pendulum of the 
Spanish clock swings some few feet above the head of the spectator. 
The works of the clock are entirely of iron, and the hour-weight weighs 
nearly three hundred and forty pounds. Over the arch are the arms of 
Queen Anne, and a lofty and rather stately altar-piece appears to be of 
the seme period. The communion table, also conjectured, truly or not 
we cannot decide, to be a spoil of the Spanish Armada, is of old ma- 
hogany, finely inlaid, and legs richly carved. From the top of the tower 
may be seen the shore of Boulogne. This tower contains eight bells, and 
the ringing lofiL immediately under the bell chamber, is covered with 
turf an inch thick, an expedient adopted for absorbing the sound, which 
was previously of rather a deafening character. 

" Rye Old Harbour," is probably as full of the materials that form 
the picturesque, as any scene that has adorned the present illustrations 
of Coast Scenery, or any other work of art. The blockade station, the 
wooden battlements stranded for repair, the sailors or shipwrights at 
their labour, the blazing tar-barrel, and the smoke gracefully curling, 
compose a picture of uncommon beauty. 



.y Google 



HASTINGS. 

Hastikos, situated in the county of Suisex, is the principal of the Cinque 
Ports, and contains about 7000 inhabitants. During the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy it was of considerable importance ; and is supposed to have l>een 
named after a celebrated Danish pirate contemporary with Alfred. The 
plunder of the neighbouring towns, and the spoils of the ocean were 
deposited in a fortress purposely erected by the nautical freebooter ; 
who was thus enabled to enjoy the fruits of his lawless enterprise, secure 
from the enmity of the victims of his violence. In Doomsday- book, we 
find that a mint was established here by Athelstan in 924, and from 
the fortress, William the Conqueror marched to meet Harold, and 
fought the great battle which has given imperishable celebrity to this 
town. On the site of the conflict, the Norman erected Battel Abbey in 
commemoration of his success.* Extensive remains of tbe ancient castle, 
built on an eminence to the west of the present town, may still be seen, 

* Tha history uf ibe batd« of HutiDgi ii oeceiurily familiar to every Engliihrnan, froia 
thedeep-rcftd tludenl, lo thoM wSoie knowledge may hive only been gitbeted from iLe gM- 
up of the moil illiterate. Yet ii the account, given by the autbor of Pirsdise Lwt, (in 
hii onQ time known u John MillODi with the profouDd prefix of a Mn.) so Utile circulated 
and of so beautiful a kind, [bat we cannnt forbear a lengthened eilnict. Pievlously giving aa 
ticcnunl of Haroldand bis proceedio^," The Duke/MiBContiuueSi'Torfifleendayi after laod- 
ing kept hit men quiet within the camp, having taken [h« Caitle of Haslingt, or bnilt a rortteit 
there. Harold aecare the while, and proud of bii new victorie, thought all hij enemiei now 
underfoot: but litUDgjollilyat dinner, news is brought bim, that Duke William of Nonnandj. 
with a great mumtnde of hone and foot, sliugen and arcben, beiidea mher choice auiiliaiies 
whtcli he had hiradio France, wai arrited al Peveniey. HaiotdHho hadeipected him all the 
lummer, bul not to late in the year aa now it was, for it was (Jctober, with bis foicei much 
dimiuiah'l after two Core conflicts, and the departing of many othen from him discontented, 
in great hute marches to London. TheDce not tarrying for sopplie* which were on thii 
way towards him, hurries iato Sussei (for he was always in haste since tbe day of his corona- 
tion) and e're the third part of bla army could b« well put In order, finds tbe Duke about 
nine mile from Hastings, and now drawing nigh, sent spies before him to survey the stienglh 
and number of his eneroiei : them , diieover'd such, the Duke causing to be led about, and 
altar well fill'd with meat and drink sent back. They not ovsr-wiie, brought word that Ike 
Duke's army were most of them priests ; for they saw thir faces all over shai'n ; the Eog- 
lisb then uieing to let grow on their upper- lip large mustacbioa, as did anciently the Britain. 
Tbe King laughing, answet'd, That they were nut prieils, hut valiant and hardy louldien. 
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and afford fine Bpeciraens of the feudal architecture of the time*. Some 
of the [uin> having been removed, the relicB of a church, after the lapse 
of tvo centuries, were digcovered, together with portions of a free college 
for a dean and seven prebendaries, supposed to have been founded by 
Henry de Eu in the reign of the first Henry. It was dedicated to the 
Virgin, and at the dissolution, twenty pounds per annum was the revenue 
of the deanery, and of the prebends collectively 41/. 13i. Sd. The colle- 

Therefore raid Giitha bii brother, a ^utli of noble courage and underitindmg abort hk 
age, Forbear thou thjielf lo fight, who art obnajiDu* to Duke William by oath, let ut un- 
swom uadei^ the hazard of battel, who niay juilly fight ia the defence of out conulrj ) 
Ihou reKrred to filler titoe, maj'it either rennite us fljing, or revenge ui dead. The King 
not hiik'niog to ihii, leil it might eeem lo argue fear io him, or a bad cauae, with like 
reululion rqected the afTert of Duke William aent (o him by a mock before the battel, 
with lluionly anawer haitilj delivsi'd, Let God judge betweeo ua. Tbeofien were ibeee, 
That HanJd wwld either Uy dmm the scepter, or hold it of him, or try hia title with him 
by aingle combat* in the nghl of both anniet, or leferritto the Pope. Theie rejected, both 
■idea prepar'd lo fight the next morning, (be English from liaging aod drinkiog all uight, the 
Normani from confeuion of tliirsioa, and coiDmnnion of the Hoat. TheEngliih wereio a 
strait diudnutagioua place, so that mau; diicourag'd with thir ill ordering, tearce hiiii^ 
room where to aland, ilip'd away before the oniet, the real in cloae order with ibir battel- 
aiea and ahielcli, made an impenetrable iquadron : the King himaelf with hii brothen on 
foot alood by the myal atandard, nberein the figure of a man fighting was inwov'n with 
gold and precioui itaues- The Notraan foot, nunl bowmen, made the formnl front, on 
either aide winga of haraa lODiewhat behind. The Duke arming, and hia corilet giv'n 
him on the wrong aide, laid pleaaantly, " The itrength of my dukedom will he turn'd now 
into a kingdom." Then the nhole army ainging the song of Rowland, the reniembrance of 
whole exploita might hcart'n them, imploring lailly Divine help, (he battel began ; and waa 
fought lonl; on eilhei aide ; but (he main body of Engliih foot by no meani would be 
btok'o, till the Duke cauaing hia men to feign flight, drew them out with deiire of penuit 
into op'n disorder, then lum'd suddenly upon them so routed by themielvea, which wronghl 
thir orerthrow ; yet so tbey dy'd not uomiDfolly, but turning oft upon thir eneniieF, by the 
advantage of an upper ground, beat them dowu by heaps, and fill'd np a great ditch with 
thir carcasies. Thua hung the victory wavering on either aide, from the third hour of day 
to evening ; when Harold having maintain'd the fight with unspeakable courage and peno- 
ual valour, ahol into the head with an arrow, fell at length, and left hia snuldien without 
heart longer to withstand the unwearied enemy. With Ilaiold fell also bii two brothen, 
Leofwin, and Giriha, with them greatest part of the English nobilily. His body lying dead, 
a knight or souldier wDnnding on the thigh, wai by the Duke preiently turned out of 
military aetvice. Of Normans and French wen slain no small number ; the Duke himself 
also that day not a little hazarded hia peison, hating had three choice horses kill'd under 
him. Victory obtain'd, and hia dead carefully buried, the English alio by permiation, he 
sent the body of Harold to bis mother without raniom, though she ofler'd ver; much to re- 
deem it, which having leceiv'd, she buried at Waltham, in a Church built there by Harold. 
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^ate church is one hundred and ten feet in length, and adjmning it are 
tbe remains of the parish church of St. Mary in the Castle, and the pre- 
bendal buildings. This interesting mass of ruins has been enclosed not 
long since by the Earl of Chichester. A variety of Saxon coins, frag- 
ments of columns, and other indications of early times have been disco- 
vered on the spot. One Walter Bricet in the reign of Richard J. founded 
the priory of Black Canons. The church and other buildings having 
been destroyed by the sea, the brethren were presented with the lands of 
Warbilton for the foundation of a monastery by Sir John Pelham, in 
the reign of Henry IV. Hastings, by a charter of William I, together 
with Hythe, was added to the Ports of Sandwich, Dover and Romney, 
which had been previously incorporated, and were invested with peculiar 
privileges. In the time of Edward I. it was rated at twenty-one ships, 
each containing fourteen sailors. These were required for the service of 
the King for fourteen days, and were to be kept up in warlike condition at 
tbe expense of the town. In 1377, the French effected a landing on 
this part of the coast, and destroyed Hastings by fire, but it was rebuilt in 
a short time afterwards. 

Hastings is pleasantly situated in a vale so formed that the body of the 
town is completely in a hollow, and is agreeably sheltered from the rude 
visitation of stormy squalls so prevalent on the coast. Lofty cliSs on 
either side, impart a bold and picturesque etTect to the otherwise pleas- 
ing appearance of the town ; and the adjuncts of splendid scenery are 
not wanting, in the singular manner in which the houses are constructed 
on tlie rocks, and the sea views rendered striking by a judicious selecUon 
of the ground for the erection of the buildings. The two principal 
streets of the Town are parallel with each other, and owing to their 
declining towards the sea, are always clean and much drier than 
in most other towns. It is provided by distinct acts of the legisla- 
ture, that Hastings be well lighted, paved, and otherwise kept com- 
fortable and convenient ; and the expenses consequent upon its being 
so preserved are defrayed by a duty of three shillings levied upon every 
chaldron of coal brought into the port. It is divided into two almost 
equal parts by the Bourn, the waters of which supply the town. Inva- 
lids find Hastings peculiarly adapted to their debilitated constitutions, 
both for the pleasing diversity of the neighbouring scenery, as well as 
its healthful and salubrious situation ; and the openness of its coast and 
smoothness of its beach, fit it especially for the comfort of bathers. It 
has long been recognised as a fashionable summer resort ; and on the 
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whole, few places of its kind are better adapted for sustaining the cha- 
racter it has acquired, both for the purposes of health, recreation, and 
elegant enjoyment. The fiae level sands at low water form a prome- 
nade, the equal of which is not easily found ; and it would be not less 
difficult to select a spot, in which the grandeur of prospect, and all the 
attributes of the highest civilization are more desirably combined. 

A strong fort guards the town, and the adjacent coast is protected 
by Martello towers.* Formerly the harbour now called Stade, was 
deemed a safe anchorage for ships ; but since the pier was destroyed in 
Hizabeth's time by a storm, it has fallen into disuse, and vessels of 
more than one hundred tons burthen cannot now enter. 

According to the Charter of Corporation, granted by Elizabeth, in 
1588, and confirmed by Charles II., the government is vested in a 
mayor, recorder, and twelve jurats, called barons, who are assisted by 
a town clerk, chamberlain, and other officers, one of whom is Pier 
Warden, regulator of the port, and who receives ten shillings for every 
vessel that enters not in b&Itast. On the third Sunday after Easter, the 
freemen elect the Mayor from among the jurats, and if he refuse the 
office, he incurs the punishment of fine or imprisonment. As vacan- 
cies may occur, the Mayor has the power of nominating jurats, who also 
act as Justices of the Peace; but in respect to the laws of Custom 
and Excise, the County Magistrates exercise concurrent jurisdiction. 
The eldest sons of freemen are entitled to the freedom of the borougli, 
which also may be had by gift of the Corporation. There is an exemp- 
tion extended to the inhabitants of this town, whereby they are absolved 
from attendance on Juries at Assizes or at County Sessions. Courts 
of Sessions are held quarterly by the Corporation, at which the Mayor 
presides, for adjudicating offences committed within the borough, but 
this privilege is rarely exercised in matters of moment, as all criminal 
derelictions are generally punished at the Lewes Assizes. However, 
debts to any amount are recoverable every alternate week, in Courts of 
Record, at which the Mayor also presides. 

Each of the Cinque Ports sends one or two deputies at uncertain 
intervals, which constitute what is called a gnestling or brotherhood, 
and which deliberates on affairs of secondary importance. 

* The Mutello lowen, of in slmoit unpiegDable coDitmclioD, vere ocecltd «( lb« ptriod 
at NapuUon Buoniiparu'* ihrMleaed icrtuoa of EngUod, lod accordiag to Ihs plan of llie 
lite Duke of Kichmand. Tbair eicetleace in defence miy not appear n great ai it ia, tint 
■llhongh poueued of but one jncce of aidnance, fioin Ifaeir proiimitj and atation, the; can 
be made to bear upon nlmott an; pmal, and acting in concert are a moil formidable baRerj. 
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The public building of Hastings do not claim any lengthened notice, 
for, although they are for the most part neat, and in some cases elegant, 
it is unnecessary to speak of tbeir peculiarities, otherwise than briefly, 
as our illustrations have no iraraediate reference to them. TheTownbal), 
rebuilt in 1823, is the principal, and is a respectable construction. 
The gaol is a diminutive edifice, divided into two compartments, and cal- 
culated only for the reception of eight prisoners. MuUlations and repeated 
repairs and alterations have deteriorated the once handsome appearance 
of the churches, of All Saints and St. Clements, which were originally 
built of flint and stone, and must have had an imposing and graceful 
appearance. The rectories of both these parishes are in the archdea- 
conry and diocese of Chichester. In Pelham Street there is a chaste and 
elegant building, belonging to the Episcopalians, and tbe town has 
also many places of worship for the followers of various religious 
persuasions. Reading, writing, arithmetic, and navigation are taught at 
a school founded in 1619, by the Rev. William Parker, and endowed by 
him with the sum of 210/. per annum. In 1708, James Saunders, Esq. 
also endowed a school, with 2401. per annum, for the efficient in- 
struction of seventy boys in English and Latin, and also left 10/. per 
annum, for educating thirty children, by two mistresses, chosen for 
that purpose. The sum of S70/. arising from lands belonging to 
the dissolved Priory, was bequeathed in 1714, by Mr. RichEU^l Ells- 
worth, but in consequence of the property having become involved in 
Chancery, the benefaction has not been carried into effect. The two 
schools are under the direction of the corporation, who are also trustees 
for the Magdalene charity, which some unknown benefactor endowed 
with more than 150/. a-year. The stone on which it is said William I. 
dined, on the occasion of his landing on the Sussex coast, is distant 
from Hastings about two miles, and the house in which dwelt the re- 
nowned Titus Oates, the ministerial informer in the days of the Second 
Charles, is still in existence. In East Cliffe House dwelt Mr. Chapel, 
one of Shakspeare's innumerable critics, and in the garden Garrick 
planted a mulberry^tree. The title of Marquis, in the noble family of 
Rawd on- Hastings, is taken from this town. 

The views of " The East-Cliff, Hastings," and of " Hastings looking 
from the Sea," will at once be recognized by all familiar with the scenes, 
as being faithful representations, and admired by those who are un- 
acquainted with them, as delightful specimens of those particular parts 
of the English Coast. 
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HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 



Fbom tbe white cliffs of Albioa we must again return to our descripLion 
of the porta of La Belie France— Ute land of ^llantry and crime, of the 
gaiety of the heart and the ferocity of pamion, — land of cafes, soldiers, 
Ttneyards, and milliners, — of a Napoleon, who parcelled out empires, 
dethroning and creating princes, — of a Louis Philippe, a citizen king 
and a stockbroker I 

" I think 1 could paint," says the author of ' France, Social, Literary, 
and Political,' " the place of ' Louis le Grand,' " and he proceeds to 
describe that part of Paris as seen in the lime of the regency : " Lo, 
there are unts!" he says, " not the tents of war — the canvass is too 
white and delicate. There are tents ! beneath the canopy of which you 
will find the cups of Venice, and the chains of Malta, and the cloths of 
Persia, and the silks of Ind ; and the avenues between are soft to the 
feet, for they are spread with the richest and most moss-like carpets : 
and at every comer you are offered the juice of the orange and the 
citron ; and if your pulse flag, it may be stimulated by the vintage of 
Champagne, and if your lip be feverish, it may be cooled by the ice of 
die Pyrenees ; and by night and by day the musician, and the courte- 
zan, and the juggler forbid the festivity to repose; and the gay seigneurs 
and the gentle and graceful ladies of the riotous court of France, form 
part of the many-coloured group, which, readerl I would bring before 
you ! What is tlie business for which these tents are pitched ? what 
cause has collected this crowd of musicians, courtezans, and ju^lers?— 
and why are the great ladies and tbe high dignitaries, who in days of 
state are to be seen in the royal chambers of tbe regent, among the indo- 
lent loungers and the noisy speculators of yon unhallowed place ? 
Yea, speculators ! for that scene, gay and brilliant as it appears to you, 
is the sombre and fatal spot from which bankruptcy is departing to 
every corner of the kingdom : it is there that, already degraded by a 
frantic avarice, a once chivalric people — amidst all the symbols of 
mirth and wealth, and flushed with the shameful passion of the stock 
exchange, are witnessing like the Hunchback's brother in the Arabian 
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story, the transfonnatioa of their gold into dry aod withered learei, 
which the wind, as so many signi aad tokens of an avenging Provi- 
dence, will soon scatter over the most fertile provinces of France. Thus 
was it : but the nation hdd not merely to regret its gold ; — the honour, 
which Montesquieu calls ' The Education of a Monarchy,' and which, 
of such a monarchy as that of the French, was the vital principle, ths 
only moral and enduring rorce — that honour sunk beneath the project! 
of lew, and the sentiment which was the fortune of the ancient r^ime — 
never ceased to languish after being exposed to the infection which 
breathed amidst the flowers and festivities of that voluptuous and terri- 
ble bEkzar." 

" So much." he continues, " for ancient France ->- for Prance during 
the elegant reign of tyranny and pleasure. So much for France when 
she was careless and gay in all times and in all places ; treating the 
lightest matters with an air of importance, the gravest with a passion for 
amusement. So much for France, with her joyous dance and her dark 
bastille, her bankrupt exchequer, and her shameless court. Then was the 
moment to have known her I Then was the moment to have known her — 
if you wish to have known a country which, already bound to the altar, 
was decorated with the garlands of the victim. Thsu was there wit and 
gaiety; but neither virtue nor character, nor greatness. The majesty 
of the monarchy had followed the independence of the nobility — both 
were gone. The martial enterprise of the League no longer mingled 
with the masked debauch — a cold system of licentiousness had suc- 
ceeded the valiant follies of the French. Dead was the chivalry of that 
intoxicating time when the smile of beauty was the graceful incentive to 
rebellion ; when the conflict was sought rather to vary the amusement 
of society than to change the destinies of the people ; when the art of 
the Roman Gladiator rose to its perfection, and death was studied for 
the purpose of dying — in an agreeable position. The reign of the 
regent emasculated the character, chilled the enthusiasm, blunted the 
honour; but, black as were the wings of pestilence and ruin — it 
did not for an instaut darken the character of the French. Amidst all 
her changes that gaiety remained the characteristic of olden Fraoce, 
and with that gaiety there was a fl-ivolity, a light and frivolous air, 
which sat as naturally on the philosopher as the fop ; which was in 
manners even where it was not in ideas — which was on the surface of 
society where it was not at the core." 

But it may be well exclaimed that this is no description of Havre, 
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but or France, and of France at a different period from tbe present. 
And BO it i>, but it ia at the lame time a. vivid description of tbe men- 
tal characteristics of a people greatly frivolous, and over whom time hath 
had but little influence. More than that, Paris is France, and Havre is 
well denominated a little Paris. 

Havre is situated at the embouchure of the Seine, and is the port of 
Paris, enjoying little less than a third portion of the entire commerce 
of France. It was founded, according to some authonties, by Louis 
XII., aad vras called at that time La Havre. So late as 1509, its site 
was occupied by a few hovels, clustered round a thatched chapel, under 
the protection of Notre Dame de Grace, from which the place derived 
the name of Havre de Grace. Francis I., however, cliums to be the 
founder ; but it is quite clear that there were some buildings previous 
to his time. Francis gave to it the name of Francois? ilte, or Fran- 
ciscopolis, in honour of himself; but the inhabitants, however grateful 
they might feel for the patronage and improvements of the monarch, 
continued to indulge their indolence, and retain the old title; the 
Tower of Francis I. being the only public building bearing hia name. 
Tbe importance of this new sea-port town, thirteen years after its erec- 
tion, Francis determined to signalize, by the construction of a vessel so 
extraordinary in size, that it should excite the admiration of all France, 
and so powerful that it should effect the destruction of tbe Turks. 
This vessel was called Grande Frartfoiie, and bad on board a chapel, 
a forge moved by water, a tennis court, a windmill, nnmerona apart- 
ments, and was constructed for the conveyance of two thousand tons. 
She was completely finished and ready for sea, when a discovery was 
made which altered her destination ; and instead of carrying the thunder 
of France against the Ottoman, tbe vessel was dismantled, and broken 
to pieces for the building of bouses in the good town of Havre, her 
size being too enormous to find its way into the element for which she 
was intended. In 1544, the same chivalric, but sometimes unfor- 
tunate monarch, equipped a vast fleet at Havre, for tbe purpose of 
clearing tbe seas of the English, and was about to go on board 
one of the vessels, as guest, to a magnificent entertainment prepared 
by the Governor of Normandy, when the ship took fire and was burned 
down to the water's edge. The plunder of the Isle of Wight was the 
only result of an undertaking that bad so ominous an event for its 
commencement. 

At the period of the religious wars which diatracted France under 
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the OuJMi, the Ea^luh, with the assisUnce of the Prince de Coade, 
took poaseMion of Havre. For a twelve- month it was in the hands of 
Queen Eh'zabetb, when Marshal Brissec starred the garrison into a 
surrendei, and the English vacated the town. But one of the most 
extraordinary events in the history of '^Havre, and a stain upon it, so 
long as the feelings of sympathizing humanity shall be excited by the 
relation of cold-blooded barbarity and brutal oppression, instigated 
by the sordid lust for gain, is the facts detailed in connection with 
the slave traffic. The stage of this dreadful drama was a vessel that 
belonged to this port. The Rodeur was her name — her burden two 
hundred tons. She cleared out from Havre for Guadalonpe, on the 
16th of January, 1819, and the action of the melancholy and diabolical 
tragedy may be said to commence after the arrival of the vessel at 
Bony, in the river CalabsT, on the coast of Africa.* From the journal 
of a youth of the name of Romaine, supposed to be from eleven to 
fourteen years of age, first publbhed in the Travelling Sketches of 
Leitch Ritchie in the Picturesque Annual, we collect, among others, 
the following incidents. The boy writes for the subsequent perusal of 
his mother, and he says : — 

" Since we have been at this place.f I have become more accustomed 
to the howling of these negroes. At first it alarmed me, and I could not 
sleep. The Captain says that if they behave well, they will be much 
better off at Guadaloupe." [The captain has before been described as 
a man the youth is very fond of, who is very good-tempered, and who 
" drinks a great deal of brandy, as a fine handsome man, and one," as 
the boy says, " ! am sure I shall like very much."] The narrative 
then continues : " And I am sure I wish the ignorant creatures would 
come quietly, and have it over. To-day one of the blacks, whom they 
were forcing into the hold, suddenly knocked down a sailor, and at- 
tempted to leap overboard. He was caught, however, by the leg, by 
another of the crew ; and the sailor, riling up in a passion, hamstrung 
him with his cutlass. The captain, seeing this, knocked the butcher 
flat upon the deck with a handspike. ' I will teach you to keep your 
temper,' said he, with en oath ; ' he was the best slave of the lot 1' " 
The boy then runs to the chains, and sees the slave who was found to be 

' Tbe proGa of the iUts tTids wgre lo enonnoui, that il hu be«n calcuUlcd rtneli 
learing Ihs port of Harra, engigsd b that traffic, have iealu«d eight IbouMmd paaadi 
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" uieleM," dropped into the tea, where he continued to Bwim after he 
bad atiiik uoder the water, making a red track, which broke, widened, 
faded, and was seen no more. At last the; got fairly again to sea. 
The captain is described as being in the best temper in the vorld ; 
walking the deck, rubbing his hands, humming a tune, and rejoicing 
that he has six dozen slaves on board — men, women, and children ; 
and all " in prime, marketable condition." The boy >aya, tbeir cries 
were terrible ; that he dare not go and look into ihe hold ; that, at first, 
he could not close his eyes, the sound so froze hia blood ; and that one 
night he jumped up, and in horror ran to the captain's state room, who 
was steeping profoundly, with the lamp shining upon his face, calm as 
marble. The boy did not like to disturb him. The next day two of 
the slaves are found dead in the bold, suffocated by the foulness of the 
atmosphere. The captain is informed of this, and in gangs orders them 
to the forecastle to take the fresh air. The boy runs upon deck to see 
them, but did not find them so very unwell ; but adds, " that blacks 
are so much alike, that one can hardly tell." On reaching the ship's 
side, first one, then another, then a third, of the slaves leaped into the 
sea, before the eyes of the astonished sailors. Others made the attempt, 
but were knocked flat upon the deck, and the crew kept watch over 
them with handspikes and cutlasses, until they should receive orders 
from the captain. The negroes who had escaped, kept gambolling upon 
the waves, yelling what appeared like a song of triumph, in the burden 
of which some on deck joined. The ship soon left the " ignorant crea- 
tures" behind, and their voices were heard more and more faint: the 
black head of one, and then another, disappearing, unUI the sea was 
without a spot, and the air without a sound. The captsun having 
finished his breakfast, came on deck, and was informed of the revolt. Ha 
grew pale with rage, and in dread of losing all his cai^, determined 
to make an example. He selects six from those who joined in the 
chorus, has three hanged and three shot before their companions. That 
night the boy could not sleep. The negroes, in consequence of the revolt, 
are kept closer than ever. As a consequence, ophthalmia makes its ap- 
pearance among them. The captain is compelled to have them between 
decks, and the surgeon attends them just as if " they were white men," 
All the slaves, then the crew, save one, the captain, surgeon, and mate, 
the boy, and at last the solitary one of the crew, are stone blind. 
"Mother," says the boy, "your son was blind for ten days." The 
crew were some swearing from morning till night, some singing abo- 
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minable Bongs, aonie kissing the crucifix and niakiD^ tows to ths BSints, 
wanting in ahoit only to conplete tbe horrible reality of Bjrron'a too 
true picture of the shipwreck, that thej should have been — 



" Wiih itnngi tx 

Drinking hIi wiier like ■ mountain ■(■earn, 
Teaiing, and grinDin{[, bowling, icraeehii^, ■ 
And with hjana-Uujbler, died deiipiirii^." 



The ship in tbe meanwhile helmless, but with laila set, driving on like the 
phaotom vewel, is assailed by a storm, and the canvats bursts with loud 
reports, the masts strain and crack, she carrying on her course down the 
abyss of billows, and being ^ain cast forth like a log on the heights of 
the waters. The storm dies away, when the crew are startled with a 
sound which proves to be a hail from another vessel. They atk for 
hands and are answered with a demand for like assistance. The one 
crew is too few to spare them, the other is too blind togo. " At the an- 
nouncement of this horrible coincidence," condnues the boy, " there was 
a silence among us for some moments like that of death. It was broken 
by a fit of laughter in which I joined myself ; and before our awful merri- 
ment was over, we could hear, by the sound of the curses which the 
Spaniard shouted against us, that the St. Leo had drifted away."* The 
captain, crew, and some of the slaves gradually recover, some partially, 
with the loss of an eye, others entirely. The conclusion of the journal 
must be told in the boy's own words. " This morning the captain called 
all hands on deck, negroes and all. The shores of Gqadaloape were in 
sight. I thought he was going to return God thanks publicly for our 
miraculous escape. ' Are you quite certain,' said the mate 'that the 
cargo is insured ?' ' I am,' replied the captain ; ' every slave that is lost 
must be made good by the underwriters. Besides, would you have nu 
turn my ship into a hospital for the support of blind negroes ? They 
have cost us enough already. Do your duty.' The mate picked out 
the thirty-nine negroes who were completely blind, and with the assist- 
ance of the rest of the crew, tied a piece of ballast to the legs of each. 
The miserable wretches were then thrown into the sea." Snch is a 
story and catastrophe, which proves that more things strangely wicked 

* This vaiel iiiuppottd to tMT«f<iuad«i«d. 
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are done in the actual world, than dreaming fancy in her wildeat mood 
and most morbid and depraved moments could ever cODCuve. 

But if the hiatory of the slaves is a blot upon the history of Havre, her 
trade Is increasing, her port is crowded, and lately, she could number 
thirty thousand inhabitants.* It contains but one great street, but it is 
of imposing appearance, and considered to be as fine as any in France, 
out of Paris, running through the whole town, and containing the theatre, 
the great church, and the exchange. The city is built on a level with 
the docica and harbour ; but on a steep of considerable height by its 
side is Ingourille, the houses of the inhabitants, chiefly English, rising 
terrace upon terrace. From this eminence may be seen the windings of 
the finest river in France, burthened with her choicest vessels, and on 
the opposite shore, those charming villas, ready at all times to come in 
to the assistance of the imagination in a conception of the beautiful. 
Those who would judge of the appearance of its port may turn to the 
engraving that so faithfully pourtrays it, and if they cannot recognize 
some peculiar characteristics that distinguish La Belle France from the 
land of white clifis, we should be no true men if we did not tell them 
they were of those, who had eyes but saw not. 

* Hans hu given birth to many celebrated chiiacten, bnt nane ira n noirariBllir ktunrn 
u BarDudin da Saint Piem, tbs Mitbor of tb« " Siudia ot Notura," and " Paul and 
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Dieppe U situated at the embouchure of the little river Arques. It » 
guarded by cliff«, axtd on entering the town by the harbour, ia observed 
an old chateau, commanding the town on the right, while the chateau u 
commanded by the cliff. On the left is a mount almost perpendicular, 
and between is a bank behind which are tlie old walls of the town. 

Dieppe, like its opposite neighbour, Brighton, was at first only a 
fishing village, but instead of, like Brighton, becoming a fashionable 
watering place, and the residence of royalty, it became a great mari- 
time station. Its own historians boast an origin as early as the days of 
Charlemagne, and even an antiquity of eight centuries higher has been 
claimed by oar author, who represents it as the Portus Ictiua from 
whence Julius Cffisar sailed, for Britain. When a fort which had been 
erected by Chariemagne, on the site of the present town, called 
Bertheville, in honour of the Berthas, his mother and daughter, was 
taken by the Normans, they changed the name to Dyppe or Dieppe, 
signifying a good anchorage. It is also contended, that William 
the Conqueror embarked here for the invasion of England. Little, 
however, can be ascertained of its early history. It was visited by 
Francis I. who was magnificently entertained at the expense of 
a single individual. France had then no established navy, yet 
Francis was the guest of one whose sbipi swept the seas and dic- 
tated terms to his rivals. The enterprising spirit of the Dieppois 
had early led them into Africa, and nearly a century before the 
expedition of Vasco de Gama to India, tbey had formed a settlement" 
where none had been since the days of the Phcenicians. Two mariners 
of Dieppe, Anher and Veiagan, founded Quebec ; in 1520 the brothers 
Parmentier, discovered the island of Fernambourg; and under the 
auspices of Admiral Coligny, an ezpedilioo was fitted out by Captain 
Ribaud, a Dieppois, who was the first Frenchman who landed in Florida. 
Philip II, of Spain did not allow him unmolested possession. Under 

* Called L* PHU Dieppt. • 
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the pretext, that half a century berore, Bome Spaniards liad disembarked 
ID Florida, be aent a fleet to recover it, atucked and beat the settlers, 
hanging those who escaped the attack. The Spaniard inscribed on the 
gibbet* " Not at Frenchman but aa heretic*:" so that the protestant 
Admiral Coligny might have no appeal to the insulted honour of the 
French Icing. The king did not notice it, but Dominique de Gour- 
gties did. He sold his possessions, and became the apostle of vengeance, 
collected his proselytes, sailed to Florida, exterminated the extermi- 
natora, gibbetted those who submitted, and under the gibbets inscribed 
" Not as Spaniards, but asioasins." On bis return to France, this 
brave and bitter wit found that his head was in jeopardy, but fortune 
that favonrs the brave favoured him, and he escaped. 

The river Arques separates Dieppe from the Faubourg Le Follet, the 

inhabitants of which pride themselves on the cognomen of sea-wolves, 

and of living, it ia said, " by, in, on, and under the water." Formerly 

a rivalry that would have done no discredit to more important com* 

munities existed between the two districts ; but the PolleUis uow only 

cherish the memory of the sumptuary glories of their forefathers, which 

consisted of a black velvet cap, with an aigrette of spun glass, surcoat of 

dark blue cloth laced on the seams with a light blue tissue, neckcloth 

with silver tassels, waistcoat embroidered with flowers, laced small 

clothes, silk stockings, cloth shoes and silver buckles, contenting them- 

■elves, at the present day, with that less tasteful raiment, the wide blue 

petticoat peculiar to the mariners of Holland, and tying their surcoat* 

•'ith ribbons, altn^ther eschewing the modern refinement introduced 

by those levellers of the poetic, tbe Birmingham manufacturers. The 

ab«eiice of buttons is now in as much account as was before the 

presence of the cloth, the velvet, and the silk, which, with marrying 

amoKg themselves, conversing io a strange dialect, and adding an oath 

to aLmost every word they utter,* comprehend the claims of the modem 

Polletais to consideration and distinction. 

The Chateau d'Arquea, in the neighbourhood of Dieppe, is intimately 
connect^ yf■^^^ ^^^ history. It is now only an imposing ruin, the autho- 
liiiea h^^jpo- permitted it to be dismantled, and the materials used for 



• To luc* »n eiwnt ic Uiii pr«clico iodnlged, that it U wid to b« no uncommoD thing, 
evea *t Ihc conretuonal when ueking abaolution, Io tmtar tlwj wUl not again be guUtj of it. 
Oa iba olbtr Aund, tlwj are a Muidy, boneat lace, deioled Io th«i clergy, and ready at all 
,U Sgbt i^Dr their coantry. 
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building. To tlie lover of antiquity, and admirer of tlie pictnretqae, 
this is sad desecration ; but the young world retpecta not the feelings 
of the old, and beauty is constantly sacrificed to utility. Such thing* 
mugt be. The chateau was built by the uncle of the Conqueror ; and 
although it now gives but food for dreaming speculation, or at most 
serves the purpose of the artist, Osmond de Cbaumont, the prisoner of 
the First English Henry, pined in its dungeons; Philip Augustus and 
the lion-hearted Richard have, in turns, besieged, taken, and held it ; 
Charles VII. and his chivalry ; Warwick and the gallant veteran Talbot, 
whom Shakspeare makes to say ; — 

" I hsTB whil I woold hare, 

Now my old arm >i« ^oung Joha Talbot'i giwn," 

and that wise and magnanimous prince, Henri Quatre,* have performed 
deeds of arms before it. The history of castles is commonly tlie history 
of crimes, relieved by festivities ; and with this thought in mind, how 
solemn is the repose of their rnias. Enough remains of the dilapidated 
chateau d'Arques to bespeak its former greatness ; and from its heights, 
looking through the hills down upon the town, and far oS' to the ocean, 
the wanderer may find sufficient matter for reflection. 

Speaking of the approach to this castle, the learned and elegant 
author of the Bibliographical, Antiquarian, and Picturesque Tour in 
France and Germany, says, " I resolved to seize the opportunity of a 
tolerably fair, or rather grey-looking day, to go and pay due homage to 
those venerable remains of antiquity. The road thitber is completely 
rural : apple-trees, just beginning to burst their blossoms, hamlets, small 
farm-houses, a profusion of rich herbage of various kinds — delighted 
and regaled me as I pursued my tranquil walk. The country is of a 
gently undulating character ; but the flats or meadows, between the 
parallel ranges of hills, are subject to constant inundation from the sea ; 
and in an agricultural point of view are consequently of tittle use, except 
for summer grazing of the cattle. It was drawing on to vespers as I 



• Thi» wai in 1589, when the anny of the leajoe, thirty thonund itiong, commaniled 
by (he Duke h Mayoiiae. were compelled lo retire beTore a third of the numboi. A walk 
doie to the cutle ii itill ^o*n. called the walk of Heniy IV., from which the mooarch 
used to ncoanoilrg the farcei of the CDemy. Napoleon once >iiitod the ille of the Geld 
of ballte, and aiceitaining the potition of the two anniea, laid that the king ought to have 
loM the day. He laid the ume of Wellington at Waterioo. 
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approached the village of Arques. The old castle had frequently 
peeped out upon me, in my way thither, from itfl elevated aituation ; but 
being lesolved to see ' all that could be seen,' a French village for the 
first time was not to be overlooked. For a country church, 1 know of 
few finer ones than that of Arques. The site of the castle is admirable. 
My approach was to the western extremity, which, as you look down, 
brings the village and church of Arques in the back ground. If the eye 
were to be considered as a correct judge, this venerable pile, composed 
of hard flint stone, intermixed with brick, would perhaps claim pre- 
cedence, on the score of antiquity, over moat of the castles of the middle 
ages. A deep moat, now dry pasture land, with a bold acclivity before 
you, should seem to bid defiance, even in times of old, to the foot and 
the spear of the invader. There are circular towers at the extremities, 
and a square citadel or donjon within. To the north a good deal of 
earth has been recently thrown against the bases of the wall. The day 
harmonized admirably with the venerable object before me. The sun- 
shine lasted but for a minute ; when afterwards a gloom prevailed, and 
• not a single catch of radiant light gilded any portion of the building. 
All was quiet, and of a sombre aspect, — and what you, in your admi- 
ration of art, would call in perfectly ' fine keeping.' 

" I descended the hill, bidding along adieu to this venerable relic of 
the hardihood of other times, and quickened my pace towards Dieppe. 
In gaining upon the town, I began to discover groups of rustics, as well 
as of bourgeoises, assembling and mingling in the dance. The women 
never think of wearing bonnets, and you have little idea how pictu- 
resquely the red and blue (the colours of Rafiaelle's Madonnas) glanced 
backwards and forwards amidst the fruit-trees, to the sound of the spirit- 
stirring violin. The high, stiff, starched cauchoise, with its broad flop- 
pers, gave the finishing stroke to the novelty and singularity of the 
scene ; and to their credit be it spoken, the women were mnch more 
tidily dressed than the men. The couples are frequently female, for 
want of a sufficient number of swains ; but whether correctly or incor- 
rectly paired, they dance with earnestnesi, if not with grace. It was a 
picture ^ la Teniers, without its occasional grossness. This then, said 
I to myself, is what I have so often beard of the Sabbath gambols of the 
French, and long may they enjoy them '. They are surely better than 
the brutal orgies of the pot-house, or the fanatical ravings of the 
tabernacle." 
St. Jacques is the principal church in Dieppe ; it is of gothic struc- 
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tuK, and for ita fuitiquity, ma^itads, arcbitsctuni omamenta, and the 
valuable painting with which it ii decorated, well deserrei the attentioD 
of the traveller. " Aa we entered it," lays the author from whom we 
have juat quoted; " a general gloom prevailed, and a aort of premature 
evening came on ; while the clatter of the aabots waa aufficiently audible 
along the aiales. In making the circuit of the aide chapels, an usual 
lig^t pn>ceeded from a sort of grated door>way. We approached, and 
vritnesied a sight which could not fail to rivet our attention. In what 
aeemed to be an excavated interior, were aeveral fignrea, cut in atone, 
and coloured after life, (of which they were the size,) repreaenting the 
Three Mariu, St. John, tmd Joseph of Arimathea in the act of entomb- 
ing Christ ; the figure of our Saviour being half sunk into the tomb. 
The whole waa partially illuminated by some two dozen of shabby and 
nearly consumed tallow candlea, adbrding a striking contrast to the 
increasing darkness of the nave and the aide-aisles. We retired, more 
and more struck with the novelty of every object around ns, to our 
aupper and beds, which were excellent." 

The trade of the town conaists principally in manufacturea of ivory, 
to which the inhabitants bestow much attention, and in which apecies 
of workmanship they particularly excel, though not, it is said, to the 
extent they did formerly. Thread lace is also a manufacture of the 
place, and three oi four thousand females are said to earn a comfortable 
livelihood at it. The chief dependence of the inhabiUnts for support, 
however, is on the fiaheries. The mackarel fiahery commencea about 
the month of July, along the coast of Picardy, gets into the Channel 
in April, and moves towards the straiu of Dover as the summer 
advances; large decked vesaela, manned with from twelve to twenty 
men, are employed for this fishery. The herring* fishery takes place in 
August and October ; that commencing in August, is carried on along 
the shores of England, and a great number of vessels are employed ; the 
October fishery ia very much inferior, and takes place along the coast of 
France, from Boulogne to Havre. There is also a considerable trade 
in the fresh and dried cod fishery; besides the vesaela uauuUy em- 
ployed for the purpose of taking and drying the fish, there are others 
which go to Newfoundland laden with brandy, linen, flour, beana, and 
woollen cloths, which are disposed of to the inhabitants for dried cod. 

The general aspect of the town aeenu to indicate poverty ; the houaea, 
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which are eitramely lofty and very irregularly built, being too large to 
ht entirely occupied, Dieppe, notwithstanding, is a picturesque looking 
place, and possesses many advantages both by land and sea ; the sides 
of the wall on entering are lofty, steep, and strong ; and the navigation 
into the harbour is difficalt and intricate, which would render any 
hostile approach hazardous to the assailants. 

" The quays," says the antbor to whom we are so much indebted, 
" are constantly crowded, bnt there seems to be more of bustle than of 
business. The town is certainly picturesque, notwithstanding the 
honses are very little more than a century old, and the streets are formal 
and comparatirely wide. Indeed, it should seem that the houses were 
built expressly for noblemen and gentlemen, although they are inhabited 
by tradesmen, mechanics, and arttzans, in apparently very indifferent 
circumstances. 1 scarcely saw six private bouses which could be called 
elegant, and not a gentleman's carriage has been yet noticed in the 
streets. But if the Dieppois are not rich, they seem happy, and are in 
ft constant state of occupation. A woman sells her wares in an open 
riiop, or in an insulated booth, and sits without her bonnet, and works 
or sings as humour sways her. A man sells gingerbread in Em open 
shed, and in the intervals of bis customers' coming, reads some popular 
history or romance. Most of the upper windows are wholly destitute of 
glass ; but are smothered with clothes, rags, and wall-flowers. The 
ftmgrance emKted from these flowers affords no unpleasing antidote to 
odours of a very different description ; and here we begin to have a too 
convincing proof of the genera) character of the country in regard to the 
want of cleanliness. At Dieppe there are fountains in abundance ; and 
if some of the limpid streams which issue from them were directed to 
cleansing the streets (which are excellently well-pared) the effect would 
be both more salubrious and pleasant — especially to the sensitive 
organs of Englishmen." 

There is a stone basin in the harbour of Dieppe capable of holding 
two hundred vessels, and which, at the flow of the tide, is fall of water, 
bnt at ebb exhibits little more than a sheet of mud. Round the harbour 
is built the town, which, backed by the stiff cliff to the east, contri- 
butes not a little to the picturesque effect before alluded to. The 
regularity of the streets, and the modern appearance and superiority 
of the houses to most other towns in France, are to be accounted for by 
its having been built according to a royal ordinance, shortly after the 
bombardment by the English in 1694, who reduced it to ashes. The 
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architect pleased the inhabitants so little by his plaas, that they gav« 
him the nickaame of M. G&teville, or, as we should call him, Mr. 
Spoil -town. 

Among the changes that have lately taken place in Dieppe, the 
establishment of baths is one of the greatest; they are very magnificent, 
and are visited every year by numerous and distinguished company. 

The view of Dieppe, taken by Mr. Stanfield, is from the sands look- 
ing towards the castle which commands the town. The hill upon which 
the castle stands is, as represented by the engraving, steep and im- 
posing. It has been thought, on a nearer view, that the general out- 
line bears some resemblance to Stirling Castle, although it cannot com- 
mand the same degree of admiration. It is a confused mass, erected at 
different periods, many parts of it being entirely modern : and although 
bearing an incongruous appearance, consequent upon all such patch- 
work architecture, presents a pleasing and picturesque effect from that 
very circumstance. The singularity produced by the confusion and 
irregularity of its roofs and turrets, b augmented and increased into 
romantic beauty, by a row of lofty arches thrown across a ravine, sup- 
porting a bridge leading to the castle, which appears at a distance like 
the remains of a Roman aqueduct. Some of the gates still remain 
perfect, and one of them, leading to the sea, was lately used as a military 
prison. The Sieur des Marets, the first governor of Dieppe, began the 
castle eliortly after the year 1443, when the dauphin, afterwards Louis 
XI., drove the English from the place, carrying by assault the formi- 
dable fortress constructed by Talbot in the suburb of Pollet. The 
Huguenots made it a place of great strength ; but it was in the time of 
Henry IV. that it was completed — time and siege, in the meanwhile, 
having done their work — when permission was given to the inhabitants 
of Dieppe to add to it a keep. While defended by this keep its strength 
was great, and extensive outworks, and bomb-proof casements, were 
added. This imposing condition was not long permitted, the un- 
settled state of the people and their leaders creating fears in the govern- 
ment, that the fortresses of the country might become rallying points 
for the partisans of the league. The castle of Dieppe had, conse- 
quently, its chief defences levelled, and it now is in a state fit only to 
" point a moral," and we are sure we may add " adorn" — a picture. 
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BooLooKB if e. Urge aod Important sea-port of France, in the depart- 
ment of Pas de Calais. It is composed of two towns — the upper and 
the lower. The ancient or upper town, is situated on heights orerlooking 
the strand, on which are the more modern buildings of Boulogne-sur- 
Mer. On the approach from the sea, the appearance is of a very im- 
posing character. The buildings of the lower town or suburbs, which 
are surrounded by a lofly wall, have that white and lirely character, 
which distinguishes the porta and other towns of the Continent, from 
those of our own island ; these are surmounted by the more indistinct 
and sombre mass which is composed of the erections of the old town. 

The ancient town of Boulc^e owes its origin to C«esar, who was 
desirous to establish a communication between the Continent and 
Britain ; it is said to hare been founded by Quintas Pedius, one of his 
generals, and to have received its name from him in honour of the city 
of Bologna, his native place ; it appears to have been chosen as the first 
point of communication'between Gaul and Britain. The harbour, formed 
by the river Danne, which runs below it, is shullow, though basins were 
dug by order of Napoleon, to hold the flotilla with which he intended 
to invade England. Just out of the town, is seen the column of the 
Bourbons on the Calais road, which marks the spot on which the army 
of Napoleon encamped. It is a pillar of marble, about one hundred and 
fifty feet in height, with a staircase in the interior, conducting to a 
gallery near the top, which commands a magnificent view of the sur- 
rounding country. The first stone was laid in 1804; it was finished 
under the auspices of Louis XVIII. in 1821, when the last stone was 
added, inclosing a bronze medal with the following inscription : — 
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RittSED BT THE ARUT ASSEUBLID AT BOULOGKE 

WHEN IT THREATENED AN INVASION OF ENGLAND, 

WAS CODMENCED IN 1804 : 

BECOME A MONUMENT OF PEACE 

BT THE RESTORATION OP THE THRONE OF TKB BOURBONS, 

IT WAS FINISHED UNDER THE AUSPICES 

OF- B. M. LOUIS XVIII. 

AND CONSECRATED TO THE REMEMBRANCE, ALWAYS 

DEAR TO THE FRENCH, 

OP HIS HAPPY RETURN TO HIS STATES IN 1814. 

The Church of St. Joseph, in the upper town, is a remBrkably fine 
lUid noble edifice ; it was in this church that Louii XVIIf. came on his 
disembarkation, to do homage to the Virgin for his crown. One of the 
principal buildings in Boulogne-sur-Mer, is the hospital, which is at- 
tended by twelve sisters of the order of St. Augustine. 

There is a good library, and a museum of natural history and cu- 
riosities ; these afford the means of study and amusement to those resi- 
dents who choose to avail themselres of them ; and baths, billiards, 
dancing, and gaming, form a sufficient variety to please the tastes of 
almost all classes residing in or visiting the town. 

It is a busy and populous place, the shops presenting an appearance 
of great opulence, and the numerous hotels indicating a place of con- 
•iderable resort. It is much frequented by the EngJish, and particu- 
larly by that class whose moderate incomes are sufficient to indnlgie a 
taste for luxury when it is to be procured for a reasonable amount. 
It is also an asylum for those who love England so well, that they are 
not easily prevailed on to take up a more distant abode, yet are not 
sufficiently attached to their country or loyal to their king to covet a 
residence at the expence, or in obedience to the summonses of His 
Majesty issued from the courts at Westminster. Gentlemen who love 
darkness rather than light — a species lately known by the cognomen 
of Black-leg — are said very much to abound in Boulogne, though we 
believe that of late years, their numbers have something diminished. 
Be that as it may, those who are fond of play will not find any great 
laek of opportunity ; and, as duelling is rather prevalent, tbey may finish 
with that not nnutnal accompaniment. 
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Boulogne bears the addition of iur Mer, to distinguish it from three 
other places of the same name ; one in the diocese of Cambray ; another 
in the Isle of France ; and a third in Languedoc. Tlie old tovn is of 
great antiquity. Evident proofs of this have been discovered in the ruins 
of ancient ediSces composed of Roman brick in addition to the known 
historical facts connected with its foundation. After the fall of the 
Roman power in Gaul, the territory of Boulogne was held by the counts 
of that name as vassals to the kings of France ; but like many others in 
those periods of romance and barbarism, they determined to set up for 
themselves, being great admirers of obedience, but in those only who 
were beneath them. During many vicissitudes and civil wars, the earl- 
dom of Boulogne remained in the bands of the family of Auvergne, 
the original possessors; but in 1419, Philip the Hardy, Earl of Bur- 
gundy, took possession of it by force of arms, and it waa held by him 
and his formidable successors until recovered by Louis VI. of France, 
who treated with Bernard de la Tour d'Auvergne, who, in right of his 
mother, claimed the succession, and gave him in exchange for his inheri- 
tance the county of Lanraguais, reckoned to be of adequate value. The 
Earl of Burgundy, however, still insisted upon faia undoubted right as 
lord paramount ; and the king, sensible of the j ustice of this, but loath 
to do fealty as a vassal, hit upon an expedient for the accommodation of 
his conscience, and at the same time retaining his newly acquired posses- 
sions. He declared he would hold the earldom of Boulogne of the Virgin 
Mary ! This he did by doing homage to bis divine mistress in the 
cathedral, and offering at her altar a golden heart weighing thirteen 
marks. Subsequently, he issued letters patent dated at Hedin, in April 
1478, that all his successors in the kingdom of France should, as Earls 
of Boulogne, perfonn the same ceremony, and oETer the same oblation. 

The town, situated on the frontiers of France, has been often the ob- 
ject of attacks, but until besieged by Henry the Eighth of England, 
they were successfully repulsed. Henry had ratified a treaty with 
the Emperor, Charles the Fifth, to enter France by Picardy, while his 
ally entered by Champagne, their project being to unite their armies 
near Paris. The emperor was however detained by the siege of St. 
Didier, and Henry beginning to fear the result of his expedition, instead 
of proceeding to Paris, sat down before Boulogne, the garrison of which, 
after a siege of fitly days, surrendered. Peace was shortly afterwards 
concluded, butHenry retained Boulogne, * which was not restored until 

* Fisnei* mad* many illempli lo recover BoulDgnc, bnl all uniucceuTul, ud ana ludi- 
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the time of the troubled minonty of Edwaid VI., when, on the 34th 
March 1550, a treaty was concluded at Outrean for the surrender of 
Boulogne into the hands of the French, on consideration of the payment 
of four thousand crowns of gold. 

The commerce of Boulogne has of late years flourished, bo that, with 
the vast accession of English visitors, the town is particularly prosperous. 
Formerly, the inhabitants dealt scarcely in any commodities but herrings 
and mackerel, though of late years both French and English merchanU 
have opened various branches of commerce. From Burgundy, Cham- 
pagne, and otiier places, are deposited large quantities of the wines 
and brandies of those provinces ; much also of Uie wine bought for the 
English market ts here kept in a kind of temporary deposit until ripe 
for use. To such an extent did this trade increase at one period, that 
the cellars belonging to the merchants not being sufficient, private 
individuals and religious houses enlarged their cellars, turning them into 
depositaries, and receiving ten per cent, for all the wines they could 
store. At the fairs of Boulogne, are sold great quantities of young 
colts and horses, which are purchased in large quantities by the mer- 
chants of Normandy, who send them to the pastures of Lower Normandy 
to feed and fatten, and aflerwards sell them as horses of the Norman 
breed. 

To the three engravings of Boulogne, we need scarcely point atten- 
tion. The " wreck on the coast" exhibits what is always to be seen in 
France on the occasion of any disaster, namely, the mounted soldiery, 
whose clothing and accoutrements add so much to the brilliancy of the 
picturesque. The scene of repose in the " Upper Harbour," and the 
pale moon-light, relieving the " old pier," — the black looking tel^raph, 
with its tall slender limbs, reared high above the sleeping waters, are sub- 
jects for those who can feel them, and such feelings are more likely to 
be destroyed by attempts at description, than increased or improved. 
We therefore leave others to pronounce on defects we have not been 
able to detect, and on beauties to which we could not do Justice. 

crontl; w ; all bii iasunctioDi being thwarted bj hit geaerat, the Manhal de Biei. The 
manhil wai ordered to build a tort to conlaia five ihouiaad men end protiiiaiu, to the 
end that all English ahipa attempting to entar the harboiu ahoald be nitik. He built (he fort 
in the wrong place, and ihipa could enter and clear out untouched. The baationa mra 
made too small to permit of canoon being mounled, and Ihe whole fort would not coutaia 
five hundred in«D. It wu demoliihed, anolbei cammeaced, but never finished. 
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Calais is situated in the department of the Straits of Calais, and ia the 
most important sea-port on the north coast of France. It was anciently 
called Calesium, Calatium, and Caletium, and reached no higher than 
a village till the year 1232, when Philip of France, the son of Philip 
Augustus and Agnes de Meranie, having married the Countess of Ma- 
hault, took the title of Earl of Boulogne, inclosing Calais with walls 
and conferring upon it a charter of incorporatioD. Its inhabitants 
increased, and in the year 1347, it was strongly fordfied, when it was 
besieged by Edward III. Edward, upon the death of Charles U Bel, 
who died without issue, claimed the succession to the crown of France, 
as being the nephew and nearest relation of the deceased king. The 
French preferred the pretensions of Philip de Valoii, and Edward 
determined to enforce bis claims at the head of an army. He entered 
into alliances with the emperor and several of the princes of Giermany, 
and began a war more disastrous to bis enemy, and more glorious to 
himself, than almost any on record. In the year 1340, with a fleet of 
eight hundred ships, he fell in with the French fle«t consisting of four 
hundred, on the coast of Flanders ; and in an engagement which lasted 
from seven in the morning until eight in the evening, continued on both 
sides with great determination and gallantry, he obtained a victory 
so signal and complete, that thirty ships out of the numerous fleet 
alone escaped, the rest having been sunk or taken. He then landed his 
troops without opposition, and soon assembled an army of one hundred 
and fifty thousand men, comprised of English, Germans, Flemings, and 
Gascons, being the largest force ever commanded by an English king, 
and which the French dared not meet the whole of that campaign. He 
was successful in over-running Brittany, and a few days before he invested 
Calais, he gained that immortal battle which has made the name of 
Cressy to Englishmen a watchword and a sound of triumph. With this 
victorious army, on the 8th of September, 1346, he commenced his 
siege of Calais. He summoned John de Vienne, the governor, to sur- 
render, threatening in case of refusal, to put the garrison and inhabitants 
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of the towQ to the sword ; which threat failing to intimidate, he resolved to 
carry the place by famine, and drew round it on the laud side four lines 
of circnniTallation, and opened a blockade by sea with no less than seven 
hundred vessels. The governor foreseeing the length of the siege, turned 
out all the useless hands from the city, said to amount to seventeen 
hundred, whom the generous Edward allowed to pass through his camp, 
unfettered by any thing but the golden chains of obligation. He gave 
them audience, and ordered them " crowns for convoy," to cheerthemon 
their way. Philip, in the meanwhile, became exceedingly uneasy at the 
prospect of losing a place of such importance as Calais, and tried all 
means to raise the blockade; but Edward, who had determined upon its 
reduction, was not to be diverted from his purpose. All proper measures 
of precaution had been talcen ; huts had been raised by his orders, 
covered with straw and broom, and numerous contrivances resorted to 
for the purpose of supporting the courage of his soldiers and protecting 
them against the inclemency of the winter. In vain did Philip lead an 
army to its relief; Edward was so surrounded with marshes and defended 
by entrenchments, that an attack must have ended in utter defeat; and 
to the taunts of his rival, who was anxious to decide the siege by single 
combats, he was equally impervious. To call off the attention of Edward, 
an expedient was at last resorted to of obtaining the aid of David, king 
of Scotland, who was persuaded, at the head of thirty thousand men, to 
invade England. He advanced as far as Durham, but Edward still 
persevered ; while Phillippa his queen hastily assembled the forces of 
the kingdom, beat back the invaders, and took the Scotch king prisoner. 
The siege proceeded, and famine began to do its work, when the governor 
agreed to capitulate on condition of the lives and liberties of his com- 
panions and the inhabitants being spared. Edward granted this, — six of 
the inhabitants excepted, who were, to be delivered up, bound,' bare- 
footed, and with halters about their necks, as a sacrifice for their fellows, 
who had so long kept the haughty conqueror waiting at their gates. 
Despair was among the townspeople at the announcement of this 
imperious mandate, when Eustace de Pierre, a burgess, deserving the 
name of a palriot, stepped forth, and five others quickly followed, 
willing to emulate an example they had not courage to set. They 
arrired at the camp of Edward, who spared their lives on the interces- 
sion of the queen, she, with tears and intreaties, having begged his 
mercy. By order of the queen, too, clothes were brought them, and 
she entertained them in her tent, dismissing them each with a present of 
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six pieces of gold ; a geneiosity aimilnr to that exercised by her 
husband at the commeneement of the siege, and probably influenced 
by bis secret counsel, it not suiting his policy to let it appear to 
the inhabitants tbat he was a conqueror to be trifled with. Edward 
then toolt possession of Calais, the siege having lasted eleven niontlis, 
and immediately ordered all the inhabitants to evacuate the town, and 
their place to be aupplied by English. He made it the staple of wool, 
leather, tin, and lead, the four chief commodities of the kingdom, for 
which there was any considerable demand in foreign markets ; thither the 
English brought these goods, and foreign merchants were obliged to come, 
in order to purchase them. In removing the staple of wool, previously 
at Middlebourg in Zealand and some towns in England, he bad the 
double motive of revenging himself on the Flemings, who had shown 
an inclination to favour the interests of the French, and of improving 
and enriching Calais. In both he succeeded, and in the reign of 
Louis XI. * the trade of Calais furnished the most considerable portion 
of the English revenue. 

Soon after the reduction of Calais, a truce was negotiated through 
means of the pope, which was to continue a year, at the end of which 
time, Edward leaving a strong garrison behind him, returned in triumph 
to London. Philip made preparations for war, but despairing to regain 
the lost city by force, determined to try the effect of a bribe upon the 
goveroor, — >ODe Aimeri de Pavia, a native of Lombardy, towbose care it 
had been entmsted, and who agreed to deliver up Calais, for the sum of 
twenty thousand crowns, to Geoffrey dc Chami, who commasded the 
French forces. Edward was apprised of this by the secretary of 
Aimeri, and immediately summoning the governor to London in such a 
manner as to avoid exciting his suspicion of a discovery of his intentions, 
charged him with the guilt, but promised bim his life, on condition, that 
be would turn the contrivance to the destruction of the enemy, — a pro- 



* So unitble vrii Ihii erari;, wise, and lupcntition) monirch of tha importince of Caliii, 
lliit he hu bem nid to h»e tiprened his rasdioea " to Ii* in hill lei Kren jean," If bj u 
doiog ha could n^n it. TheieveitmdnnTD fnRD H miut hiie been tmm«t*e ; tba old and 
■nicl; baildingt iflsnrardi called the Coorl of GiiM, bat tben sMd a* Ihe Eichaajte of t)i* 
Engliah, being fieqiieatad bj'merchiDU fiom all parU of Enrape ; and ia 1473 it maj be 
nwntioned, ai loine indication of Iha oatara and eiteat of Ibe trade carried od, Ihal Ed- 
ward TV. offered Lonit XI. to cone into Franca wilb all his fnrcei. and ainit him 
■gunit Ihe Duke of Burgundy, if he would only repay him the amount of Iha tax of the 
wool which had been leol from his dominioni to the Low Countriei. 
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position to wliicli he easily agreed. A day was appointed for tbeFrencIt 
to be admitted, and Edward secretly departed from London, with the 
Prince of Wales,' and about a thousand men under the commaad of 
Sir Walter Mamry, and arrived the erening before at Calais— his ap- 
pearance undetected : he made arrangements for the reception of the 
enemy, kept all his forces and garrison under arms, and Chami and his 
•oldiers were admitted at the postern ; the stipulated sum being paid 
to Aimert, the great gate was opened to the troops, and Edward rushed 
to meet them with cries of battle and of victory, fn the fierce engage- 
ment that ensued, the French behaved with great valour, but being over- 
powered by numbers, and intercepted in their retreat, lost either their 
lives or their liberty. The king fought under the banner of Sir Walter, 
and while engaged with Eustace de Ribaumont, the leader of one of 
the assaulting parties, was by him twice struck down upon his knee<; 
but being relieved by some of his own soldiers, renewed the fight, and 
at last succeeded in capturing both him and bis party. Edward treated 
his prisoners with his usual generosity, entertaining the principal officers 
at supper, when he upbraided Charni with his conduct, but compli- 
mented Eustace de Ribaumont on his gallantry, presenting him with a 
string of pearls, which he was in tbe habit of wearing in bis cap, with 
an expression of his belief that the ladies, of whom Ribaumont was a 
devoted lover, would not like him the leas for being in possession of 
such a gift : be then gave him his liberty without a ransom. Aimeri, 
met a traitor's fate. Edwarddisplacedhim, and gave tbe office of gover- 
nor to John de Beauchamp. Philip, into whose hands he afterwards 
fell, bad him torn by wild horses. Each king liked the treason; they 
both haUd the traitor. 

After this attempt, Calais remained in the undisturbed possession of 
England for upwards of two hundred years; and giving so easy an en- 
trance into France, was considered as the most important possession be- 
' longing to the crown. It was left for the imbecile and guilty council- 
lors of the inglorious reign of the bigot Mary to cover themselves with 
shame, and the reign of tbeir mistress with disgrace, by permitting the 
French to recover Calais. Never, perhaps, was the national pride of 
Englishmen more deeply wounded, nor was ever indignation more deep 
and universal, against a government as that which every where prevailed 
on the receipt of the news of this event. The protestants arraigned the 
government of treachery, some accused them of treason, and their 
most zealous adherents could not be found to say anj thing in their 
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derence. What made the conduct of the queen's couRcillors appear 
more culpable was, the fact that Philip of Spain, the consort of Mary, 
gave notice at the end of the year 1557, of the intentionB of France upon 
Calais ; and Lord Wentworth, the governor, made repeated and urgent 
solicitations for succour prerious to the attack, which was made on the 
first of January in the ensuing year, by the Duke of Guise. He carried 
the fort called Newmanbridge and the Risbank, which commanded the 
harbour, and on the seventh day of the siege the govenoT was compelled 
to capitulate.' When roaster of the place, he ordered the English to 
depart, as Edward III. had expelled the French two hundred and ten 
years before. Mary, who died the same year, said that Calais would be 
found at her heart, so bitterly did she regret the loss of it. Her succes- 
sor, Elizabeth, made peace with France by a treaty which stipulated 
that after the expiration of eight years, Calais, and some other places 
taken at the same time should return into the hands of the English. 
The performance of this stipulation, however, the French court contrived 
to evade. In 1594, however, Calais was for two years in the possession 
of the Spaniards. Henry IV. of France, having declared war against 
Spain, a French officer named Rosne, who had been a fie Id -marshal in 
the time of the League, and a bigoted partisan of the Duke of Guise, 
persuaded the Arch-Duke Albert to attack Calais. The governor, Bo> 
dossan, was killed, and the command fell on Bertrand de Patras de 
Campaigno, called the Black Cadet, who, in a general assault, was taken 
sword in hand, when the remainder of the garrison who had escaped 
the fury of the besiegers submitted. This was on the sixteenth day 
after the opening of the entrenchments. The inhabitants had liberty 
granted them to remain in the city, but with the exception of two 
families they departed. The Spanish soldiers seized all the jnerchandise 
and goods of the town, and as an instance of their prodigality in the 
disposal of all sorts of property, it is affirmed that one house was sold 
for a gammon of bacon and a few bottles of wine, which for two centu- 
ries afterwards retained its origin of Le Jambon, given at the time to 
perpetuate the memory of this plundering kind of traffic. During the 
long war, commencing at the early part of the reign of Louis XIV., and 
which terminated by the peace of Ryswick, Calais was bombarded by 
the English fleet under Sir Cloudegley Shovel, but without inflicting a 

* There were forces il Dover for the lelief af the place, but either fnnn ilons or waoi of 
IraMporU, they were dettined. Loid Wentwonh wm in April, ISS9, tried by hi* peeti for 
Iha lonof CiUi), and acquitted. 
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g^eat deal of damage, and is the last erent in its history worthy of any 
notice. 

Tbe fortifications of Calais erected at difietent periods, are very ex- 
tensive, bat the strengith and security of the place is not so much to be 
attribnted to these, as to the circumstance of the abundance of water 
which the inhabitants by means of their sluices can deluge the adjacent 
country, and thus destroy or prevent the approach of an enemy. Were it 
not for tbis, their works are consideredbyoo means impregnable, especially 
on the east side, where tt is said tfaey are too much crowded to be capable 
of making a good defence. But by means of these sluices, one of which 
runs direct through the town, and empties itself into the harbour, tbe 
country can within twenty-four hours be laid under water as far as St. 
Omer, twenty-one miles distant from Calais. 

It is often asserted by people who dtgni^ an excursion with the name 
of a tour, and two days absence from England as travels on tbe Conti- 
nent, that Calais is in appearance but little different to an Englbh 
fishing town. They must indeed be dull observen, that having landed 
at Calais, can close their eyes to peculiarities that present themselves 
at every instant. The number of soldiers, the walls of the town, the 
gates, the ramparts, tbe antiquity and size of many of the houses, the 
caps and cloaks of the women, and the general aspect of the shops, pro- 
claim at once a people and a place of a character widely differing irom 
any thing to be seen on the opposite coast. 

The entry into the harbour is formed of two good jetties of wood, 
both of which extend a great distance into the sea. The eod of one of 
the jetties is represented in the plate illustrating Calais tn this work, 
which presents also the peculiar aspect of the town on the approach to 
the harbour. The chopping-sea, tossing the steam boat and tbe boat of 
the fishermen, is a representation of what so often prevails in the Chan- 
nel, and prevents such numbers of visitors viewing with an artist's eye, 
the really imposing scene, and probably makes their recollectiom of their 
entrance on a foreign shore, redolent of all kinds of tiiovghts save those 
of a roseate hue. Let them now look, suffering under no bodily infir- 
mity, on tbe wide stretching scene and the group of garcons, from De»- 
seine's, Roberts', and other hotels,— not writeable, — anxiously waiting 
the landing of passengers on tbe quay, that they may bury them ander a 
shower of cards, and stun them with the clatter of praise and recom- 
mendation, and tell us whether our engraving of Calais is not true to a 
pier pile, and beautiful as true. 
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GuEKNSET is the moit westward of those islands (more particularly 
known as the Channel Islands) lying in a bay on the French aide of the 
Channel, formed liy the coast between Cherbourg and Trequier, and 
called Mount St. Michael's Bay. Ita length from north-east to south- 
west, is about eight miles ; the breadth from north-west to south-east 
nearly sis, and the circumference about thirty. As Guernsey and the 
neighbouring islands formed part of the Duchy of Norqaandy, and are 
the relics of the extensive domains which the kings of England once 
possessed in France, they are subject to the British crown ; but are in 
the possession of peculiar privileges and exemptions, aud are excepted 
from the operation of the acts of the legislature in this country, unless 
Specifically alluded to. They have a jurisdiction in every respect inde- 
pendent of the English courts of law, and an appeal only lies from 
their higher courts to the king in council. 

At the time Gaul formed part of the dominions of the emperors of the 
West, this island was known by the name of Samia, of which its present 
name is supposed to be a corruption. There are but few authentic 
particulars on record respecting its early history. It was visited by the 
flomans about seventeen years before Christ, when Octavius Augustus 
appointed a governor over it ; its surface was then in a state of nature, 
covered with woods, and overrun with briars. About the year 520, it 
was visited by Sampson, Bishop of Dol in Brittany, who is said to have 
built a chapel at that part where he landed, which is now known as St. 
Sampson's Harbour. At this period, the maintenance of the inhabitants 
arose entirely from fishing, and Guernsey, though the most distant of 
this group of islands from France, was reckoned the most considerable 
on account of the safety and convenience of its harbour, and the quaoUty 
of fish on its coast. As Christianity advanced, end the population 
increased, chapels were built in different parts, of Ae island near the 
sea-shore, and the priests who officiated, were allowed for their subsis- 
tence the tithe of all the fish that was caught, a custom which has 
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continiied ever lince. Towards the close of the tenth century, a spa- 
cious casUe w&a erected on an eminence, in that part of the island now 
called the. Close of the Vale, to afford meana of protection against the 
incursions of the Danes, who had ravagied the monastery, and subse- 
quently plundered the defenceless inhabitanta of tlieir com and cattle. 
This castle is still well calculated to defend the mouth of St. Sampson's 
Harbour, where vessels of heavy burden find secure shelter. It was 
originally called St. Michael's Castle, or the Castle of the Archangel, 
and now the Vale Castle. It wu here that Robert, Duke of Normandy, 
was CDuducted, when hii fleet was dispersed by « tempest, which carried 
a vessel containing the Dake hinself, and tome others, down the Channel 
as far as Ouernsey, where they would have been dashed upon the rocka 
bat for the atsistuice afforded by the G«herm«n, who piloted them aafely 
into a bay on the north side of the Vale. To recompense the islanders, 
the duke left engineers and workmen to finish the Castle of St. Michael, 
and to erect such other fortresses as might be necessary for thdr protec- 
tion against |»raUcal inradera. Tlie duke, to reward the abbot for the 
hospitality he had received during his stay at the castle, gave to him and 
his successors, in fee, all the lands within the close of the Vale, towards 
the nortb-westem part of the island, whenever settlers could be fbnnd to 
cleat and cnltivate. About a fortnight after his landing, the duke de- 
parted, and the place where his fleet lay, has ewer since been called . 
L'Ancresse, or the anchoring- place. The officers and artisans whom he 
had left, erected two other very strong castles; one of these was called, 
from its marshy aituatton, Le Ch&teau des Harais, part of which still 
remains in the town parish, and from its walls being covered with ivy, 
has acquired the name of Ivy Caatle : the site of the other is on a point 
of land on the soutbeni coast, now called St Martin's Point, but there 
are no remains of this building. At the same time mounds were thrown 
up on the most elevated parts of the island, to enable the inhabitants to 
observe when ships came in tight ; one of these ancient alarm posts, 
called La Hougue Hatenas, remains in St. Martin's parish, and another 
called La Hougue Fongue, in St. Saviour's. 

About the year 912, Charles the Fourth of France, concluded a treaty 
with Roilo, the first Duke of Normandy, by which the islands adjacent 
to the Norman coast were annexed to the btshopnck of CouUnce in 
Nomwndy, and from the period that elapsed from the establishment of 
Norman independence under this celebrated chief, untH the acceasioD of 
William the Conqueror, including upwards of a century, tittle mention 
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is made of these islands. In the reign of William, Guernsey, among; 
other Norman possessions, was attached to the English crown, and has 
continued dependent on it almost ever since, except during the reign of 
Robert, Dnke of Normandy, when he held it as part of his Duchy, and 
for a short tine in the reign of Richard the First, who granted all the 
islands in the Britisli Channel to his brotlier John, when Earl of 
Montaigne. 

Various attempts hAve been made by the French kings to dispossess 
England of these islands. Philip of France made a violent efibrt to gain 
them, but failing, his contemporary, John, then king of England, used this 
Of^wrtunity of strengthening the military defences of Quemsey, and more 
firmly securing it against any other hostile descents, so that every future 
attempt to disturb the English possession of the island has failed, and 
its dependence on the BriUsh crown has continued almost uninterrupted 
to the present time. It is, however, asserted by some historians, that in 
the reign of Edward the Third, who assumed the arms and title of 
France, that the fort sttU known by the name of Castle Cornet, was taken 
by one HaraAs, a Frenchman, and held in opposititm to the natives for 
three years ; but this Is disputed by some of the old writers, and others 
are silent on the subject 

Castle Comet is a striking object in approaching Guernsey ; it is 
situated upon a rock, at a distance of somewhat less than half a mile 
from the shore, having fsw oi no avenues to it; it stands before the 
town and harbour, east by south, and commands all the roads and 
avenues in that part of the island where the Channel is narrow and 
dangerous. It is surrounded by the sea, and is never dry but at the ebb 
of spring tides. It is supposed to have been originally constructed by 
the Romans. The governors formerly made this castle their place of 
residence, but it is now placed in the ears of a guard of soldiers. In 
the time of the civil war, the castle held ont a long tedious siege, and 
although assaulted with the utmost vigour by the forces of Oliver Crom- 
well, when the soldiers in it were suffering under disease, it was not 
taken ; but the provisions of the garrison being exhausted, and its 
stieogtb reduced by sickness, it capUalaitad upon honourable terms. In 
December, 1673, it was visited by one of the most remarkable thwnder 
storms recorded in history ; " the magazine of powder was set on fire by 

* Wb fiad Iha roHowiag qmsiat aad ciriooi ttweiipliwi af Ihk leGidsiil in ■ hiatal of 
Guetni^ miMBB b; Dice;.—" Oa Soodiy nighl abeat twain o'clock, ikg daj then iaa< 
lioB«d, lb* nsguae of Ibis casllt «w Uswn vp with ttw powda in it, t; tfanndci ud 
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the lightning;, which, with the surrounding buildings, were instantaneously 
destroyed, and many of its inhabitants buried in the ruins. 

An extensive and intricate chain of rocks environs the island both 
above and under water, and the strong tides and currents which niU 
among tbeiU) render access to the shore very difficult and hazardous 
except to such as are well acquainted with the coast.* It is not impro- 

ligfanung ; Iba Digfal wu veij iloimy uid tempahioni, ind tbe wind blew hiird St MBth-ir«iI, 
to wMch itpacl the door of the noguiiia eitctlj fronted, and the thandertralt or dap, which 
seconptnied IhU dieulfal cilunilj, ww heard to coma clicliog (or ai Ii were lerpcDtiniiig) 
onr the [datfbim ttam the lonlh-mit. In *a inMant at lime, not only ihe whole maguirie 
wu blown ap in (be air, bvi alw the honaca and lod^ugi of the caitle, paiticalui; loma fair 
and bnntiful bnildinp, that hod Jnit before been eiectedU great eipeoK, under the caie and 
ditectioii of the Bight Hoooanble the Lord Viiconnl Hatton, their than gOTemor, who wti 
at the nme time within the building! of the caitle. all which boildingi were, with many 
olhen, redueed to a confnied heap of itaDe*, and leTeial penoni buried in the ruini. In 
the upper part of the caide, at a place called the New Buildingi, wai killed by this acodent, 
tba lUght HononiaUa tba Lady Dowager Hatton, by the fall of the ceiling <d hoi chamber, 
wUch fell in fmu piece*, one of Ihem upon her breast, and hilled her on the ipot. The 
Bight Hoiminble the Lady Hatton, wife to the goremor, and daughter lo the Bight Bonow 
•Ue the E«rl of Thanat, wai likewiH destroyed in (he following manner. Her ladyihip 
b«ng greatly terrifiad at the thunder and lif^tning, innalad (before the migaiine blew np) 
open being remored from the chamber she wai in, to the nuneiy, where, hanng caoied her 
woman to come alio to be with her, in order to hare joined In prayer ; in ■ few minntei after 
Aat noble lidy and her woman fell a Mcrifice, by one comer of ihe Dnmiy room falling in 
apon them, and ware the next morning both found dead. In the same room, was also killed 
• diy mm*, who was found dead, having my lard's second d&nghter fut in her arms, holding 
■ small silver cup in her handi which ihe usually played with, which was all rimplad and 
braised, yet the young lady did not receire the least hurt. The nune had likewise oneof her 
hands fiiad epoo the cndle, in wlucb lay my lord's youngest daughter, and the cradle almost 
filled with tobUib, yet the child received no sort of prejudice. A conudei«bla number of 
other peiKHu were all destroyed by the same accidenu" 

* From this mention of the great number of rocka so dangerouily snnoonding the island, 
we are induced to extract (be following account from the antbor to whom we have ptevioody 
reftrrad. " We ware on boaid (be ship Henningham Castle, about thra* hundred toni bar* 
then, boand for London, (itNn the Island of Aotigna. After a long passage of twelre we^ 
end five d^s, in which wa had met with Tcsy Uowing Gontraiy winds, and eiceediagly (mnpo- 
tnon weuber, end for many days bad not been able to mske any obaarvatiiHis from the sun, 
we at length met with two misnls. whose captaim gladly followed the coune we steered. 
Threugh the obttinicy or iguoianee of oui commindn, and notwithstanding the captain of 
die Pecquet had well infonned how (he Liiard Point bore from us, and conieqiieully how we 
ooght to hava ihaped our conrsa that n^ht ; yet from the impiudenoe of our c^tain, or an 
unhappy HUali^, we were about twelve o'clock the seme night, suddenly tnrprised by a 
fiightTul noiie of the surge of the see besting against rods or nuunland, for 4t that time vra 
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bable that the rocks once formed part of the mainland of the island, 
and that the action of the sea has removed the loose deposits which 
formerly filled up the spaces now open to the waters. On these rocks a 
sea-weed is found, extremely serviceable as manure, but which is also used 
as a substitute for coal aud fire-wood ; it is called in French, " varech," 
and in the island dialect, " vraic." Regular seasons are appointed by 
the islaod legislature for gathering this weed, which is so intimately con- 
nected with the domestic economy of the inhabitants, as well as the 
agriculture of their country, that vraic -gathering is considered a most 
important affair, and is ushered in with great solemnity. It is a singular 
usage peculiar to Guernsey and the neighbouring islands; nearly all the 
population concerned in agricultural pursuits, as well as the poorer 
inhabitants, are engaged in it, and the morning for gathering vraic, pre- 
sents an animated and curious scene. At the appointed time, parties 
set out at an early hour on the expedition, each person having on his leg 
and foot some necessary gear, and carrying with him a small scythe to 
separate the weed from the rock. From the carts, in which they proceed 
to the shore, are slung small kegs of the best beverage at command, 
and boats to contain five or six persons are in readiness to convey them 
from the water-side to the scene of action. At high water an immense 
number of piersons are seen eagerly waiting for the moment when the 
retreating tide will enable them to pursue tlieir avocation, and so anxious 

knew not whkli. And hare, without afoiing tha ontor, or iadeiVD<uiiig to rapliftla by ■ 
tedioiu deKripiion, t cm venture to iSrm, thil the night wu really aa dark (nil djanal in 
ita appearance through timj pajrt of tho Ay and lioriioD, ai poetical lictioa could well paint 
it, and ID the tailoia' phiate, oat being able to see one's hand held out on the deck. Upon 
all hands being called up, we (bund oanelvei iniUnuneuusty aurrouaded by rocks, and on 
■ounding, we found not above one fathom water more under ui than whatthe ship drew. Thii, 
with the shrieks ind criei of some ladies who were passengers, was no small addition to tbe 
diiastKMU shock we laboured under, not knoning or being able to conceive what parlknlai 
latid we were near. Id ihii confusion, having about fifty souls on l>oard, all stood anmied, 
not knowing which W9y lo diieagage ourselTes, or how immedialety to get dowti anchon ; 
Id the atlempi of which, two actually wem cut lo fitctt by the rocks and shoals ; but at 
laal our sheet aacbor happily held, and preserved us, and we rode safe till the weather broke 
out clear, and the morning osbered in. — When to our inoie than common asloniahmenl, we 
found ourselves every wbere environed by nicki and a mainland ; great noinbeis of people 
coming down fiom the country, equally amazed at the sight of a ship being seen iriiare we 
lay It anchor. However, after firing two or three guns, we instantly washed, and with tbe 
utDiost diBicaliy got clear from between two rocks, which Pravidence had lo miraculously in 
our favour, suflbred our >bip to pus through, unperceived by any of tbe crew, in the midst of 
datltness and blowing weather." 
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are they to make the most of their time, that their carta are often Soat- 
iti^, and their hories avimming, in order to haaten their approach to the 
rich spoil. One of these aeasona commences about the middle of March, 
the other is in July, each usually lasting for about ten days. They are 
aeamns of feasting and merriment, as veil as of labour: " vraicking 
cakes," composed of flour, millc, and sugar, are made, and plentifully 
distributed, and the beat cask of cider left in the buttery .ta broached. 
At other times than the regular vraicking aeasona, the inhabitants on 
the coaat arc engaged in collecting the vraic thrown on the beach by the 
sea. Men, women, and children, gather and spread tt out to dry, and 
the produce of their labour either aerves for fuel, or is sold; it is almost 
the only fuel of the country, making a warm, though not a very cheerful 
fire. Coat is scarcely ever used but upon feast days, or some other 
important occasions. 

There is an ancient custom prevalent In Gueniaey, which probably 
originated in the poverty and, consequently, the parsimony of the natives ; 
this is the " lit de veille," which is a broad bed-frame placed in one 
comer of the room usually occupied ; it is raised a little distance from 
die floor, and is covered with dry fern, or hay, or pea-haum. The 
" young people " of several neighbouring houses assemble, and sit in a 
circle on it during the long winter evenings. One large tamp is sus- 
pended over head, furnishing li^t for the inhabitants of several houses, 
who, thus packed closely together, dispense with the superfluous luxury 
of a (ire. The roof of the apartment, and the walls against which the 
" lit de veille" is placed, are festooned with dried flowers, and branches 
of laurel, myrtle, and other shrubs. The dress of the poorer inha- 
bitants is as peculiar as some of their customs. The bonnet is curious, 
and of large dimensions ; the crown is formed of a long piece of silk, 
gathered into three rows of plaits, of an oval shape from the front to 
the back of the head, and is set off between the folds with lace or crape, 
according as the wearer is or is not in mourning. A very large and 
very complex bow of narrow ribbon is plaited immediately in front. The 
top of the crown is either flat or plaited to correspond with the rest of 
the bonnet; and on the top another bow is perched. The front, which 
is of paste-board, is covered with silk, and resembles the vizor of a boy's 
cap. Underneath this piece of workmanship, is a close mob cap, with a 
narrow muslin border, plain on the forehead and temples, but plaited 
from the ears to the chin. The gown is of an old-fashioned chintz 
pattern, and open in front, which exposes to view a thickly quilted 
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black stuff petticoat ; a coloured bandkerchief u wora with the boddice, 
which is open in front to the waiat ; the sleeves are tight, aud terminate 
just below the elbow ; blue wonted stockings, with black velvet shoes 
and buckles, complete this fanciful costume. The dress, and also the 
style of living among the higher classes, are receiving great modifications 
from an increasing intercourse with England ; and though scarcely any 
of the country people can apeak a word of English, it is almost univer- 
sal in the higher ranks, who have obtained a tolerably correct pronun- 
ciation of it. The old Nonaan language i» usually spoken, that is, the 
French some centuries back, but the patois varies in different parishes. 

The climate of Ouernsej is mild and healthy, and said to bear a great 
affinity to that in the south-west coast of England. The cold in winter 
is not so great as in other parts under the same latitude, and the heat of 
summer is tempered by Ukmc fresh breezes which blow almost continualljr 
from the surrounding ocean. The soil is fruitful, and yields abundance 
of grassTor sheep and other cattle. The fields m the spring aud summer 
seasons are agreeably diversified with flowers ; and the various cottages 
and villas, to which are attached gardens containing choice plants and 
flowers,— the luxuriance of vegetation, and the rare plants occasionally 
seen in the open air, are evidence both of the mildness of the climate * 
and the taste of the inbalntants. Hr. Inglis, in his pleasmg and enter- 
taining history of the Channel Islands, gives the following account. 
" One of the most remarkably successful plants, is the verbena tripbylla ; 
I have seen it almost a tree in Guernsey, reaching to nearly twenty feet 
in height, aud reminding me of the gardens of the Aleazar, at Seville, 
where I saw it for the first time in perfection. The magnolia grandiflom 
is another plant very successfully cultivated in Guernsey, flowering both 
r^ularly and luxuriantly ; but which, excepting in parts of Cornwall, 
cannot generally be depended upon in England. I have seen splendid 
specimens of the fuchsia in Guernsey gardens ; some of them, I am certain, 
from six to eight feet high, and ten or twelve In circumference, and 
covered with their beautiful pendent blossoms, many of them an inch 
and a half long. Many other rare and beautiful plants, which require 
artificial heat in England, grow in Guernsey out of doors ; among others, 
the celtis macrantha, and both varieties of camellia japonica, which 
sometimes attain the height of twenty feeL" The fig-tree attains great 

* Dr. Hic Coltocb, id ■ paper ■ddresied to the Ctlcdonian Hniticutlural Society, tMet 
that the csDDB iodics, a nadre of ytrj warm dimalei, haa become ■> oitutalued in Guera- 
M]r, a* to become a ireed in Ibe gaidena it baa occapM. 
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Inzuriaoce, and a remarkable lize ; alocB have been known to Uirive 
well, and the mMt hardy species of the orange-tree will bear fruit in 
winternith very little shelter. Great numbers of the " Guernsey lily " 
are annually exported to England and France, but will not blow a 
second time out of the island. The orchards are very productiTe ; they 
are composed chiefly of apples, which are used for making cider, the 
usual beverage in Guernsey. 

St. Peter's Port, which is the principal port, and gives name to the 
town, is built on a hill which slopes gradually down to the sea, studded 
with villas, to which are attached gardens tastefully laid out ; and one or 
two buildingsof some importance, rising above their more humble neigh- 
bours, are seen to advantage, and meet the eye on entering the harbour, 
at once giving the place a most imposing and panoramic effect. The 
attractions of the town quite disappear upon coming on shore, the 
streets being narrow and crooked, composed of "old dusky looking 
houses," all the principal residences and ornamental villas being in the 
outskirts. There is a public seminary in the town of considerable note, 
called Elizabeth College ; it was founded in 1 563, under the authority of 
letters patent of Elizabeth, by whom it was endowed with a corn rent, 
the present value of which is above two hundred pounds per annum. 
It was, however, a mere nominal insUtution until the year 1824, when 
the states of Guernsey adopted means for rendering this establishment 
an eiBcient and easily available seminary for the education of the youth 
of the island. Under its present management, the endowment just 
mentioned, assisted by a contribution in the nature of a college fee of 
twelve pounds per annum, affords for every class of scholars a sufficieut 
variety of instruction to qualify them for any pursuit for which they may 
be destined, whether prime minister, parish minister, or other less 
onerous duty. The building is a striking object in the prospect of the 
town from the sea ; it is situated on the high ground at the back of the 
town : it is of considerable extent, and its arehitecture though perhaps 
not in quite correct taste, has a monastic and almost oriental appearance, 
and from its situation in a spacious area, has an air of quiet, harmonizing 
with the ideas entertained of a pile of buildings devoted to study. 

There is another public institution in Guernsey which is creditable to 
the moral feelings of the islanders, as that just mentioned is to their 
tastes and intellectual ; we refer to the establishment called (a misnomer) 
the " Hospital;" it embraces the dissemination of almost every descrip- 
tion of charity ; it partakes of the nature and supplies the place of the 
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poor houses, the workhouaes, the places of refuge for the destitute, aud in 
some respects the national schools of this country. The aystem pursued 
here & one of the most liberal, and at the same time economical and 
orderly that can be imagined ; it requires only confonnity to its rules, as 
a return for supplying almost every want of its iomates, and neither 
youth nor age, sex, religion, ot country, form a valid ground of excluMon. 

The fish market of St. Peter's Port, is a new building, and for conve- 
nience, and the abundance of its supplies, is unriralled by any market 
in Europe. It is a hundred and ninety feet in length, and broad and 
lofty in proportion. The interior, which is light and airy, has a double 
row of marble slabs extending the whole length of the building, con- 
stantly supplied with abundance of fresh water, the view of which is 
perfectly beautiful. 

The two views of Roque de Guet, Cobo Bay, — and St. Peter's Port, are 
eminently characteristic of the scenery of the place, the former being an 
admirable represensation of its sterile coast, and the latter equally in- 
teresting as a picturesque representation of an English town, built in the 
continental style. 
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DovoR, or Dover, in the Itiaerary of Antoninus, is called Ad Portom 
Dubris. The ancient British name of the town was Dwyr, derired from 
Dwfyrrba, signifying a steep place. The Saxons called it Dorfa, and 
Dofris, which in the Domesday Book is, in the words of Mr. Brayley, 
" softened into Dorere." In the time of the Romans, Dovor was a 
seaport, and at one period was surrounded by walls, having ten gates ; 
and is supposed to have been the place at which Julius Csaar first en- 
deavoured to effect a landing; but finding the coast dangerous and the 
cliffs bristling with warriorB, prepared to receive him, he abandoned his 
intention, and landed about eight miles to the westward. 

At a very early period the Saxon invaders made themselves masters 
of the castle of Dovor, and constructed works which are yet in existence. 
Long previous to the invasion of Ceesar, the site of the present castle 
must have been a British hill-fortress. " The real existence of such a 
prior stronghold," observes Mr. King ; " may not only be concluded 
from its situation on the summit of a cliff so very proper for the purpose, 
more than three hundred feet in height, and from the peculiar form of 
the outlines still remaining ; but may be also inferred from the old tra- 
dition which says, that here Arviragus, the British chief, fortified him- 
self, when he refused to pay the tribute imposed by Julius Ceesar ; and 
that here, afterwards, King Arthur also held his residence." Currency 
has also been given to the castle having been founded by CteEar, and an 
old author is quoted in support of this supposition, who says, that "they 
of the castell kept till this day certeine vessels of olde wine and salte, 
which they affirme to be the remayne of suche provisioo as he (Ciesar) 
brought into it." But as Ceesar informs us in his Commentaries that he 
was only a few months in England, such an opinion must be void of any 
reasonable foundation. Edward the Confessor granted to Dovor a 
charter of privileges, and in his reign the institution of the Cinque Ports 
is supposed to have taken place, and Dover made one of them. Earl 
Godwin was during that reign the governor of the castle, and took part 
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ia an incident which ia strongly indicative of hit proud and independent 
character, and of the troubloui times in which he lived. EusUce, Eail 
of Boulc^oe, the father of the famous Qodfrey, who won Jerusalem from 
the Saracens, being on .his return from a visit to his brother-in-law, 
Edward the Confeseor, came to Dovor; one of his suite insisted on 
having private lodgings in the town, selecting the house of a man who 
was unwilling to let apartments, and according to the law of might, so 
prevalent in those romantic times, the dispute grew from a quarrel to a 
fray, and from a fray to a desperate battle, in which nineteen of the 
townsmen and twenty-one of the Earl's retinue were slain, with a due 
complement on both sides wounded. Eustace himself escaped the fury 
of the people, and hastened to the Iting, then at Gloucester, and de- 
manded satisfaction for what he called an insult, and Edward, willing 
to afford him the redress he desired, ordered Godwin to proceed with his 
power, and take vengeance on the rioters. The Earl refused, hotly re- 
plying, " It was not the custom in England, to punish persons unheard; . 
and the rights and privileges of the subject ought not to be violated;" 
adding, " the accused should be summoned, and if upon inquiry they 
were found guilty, should make satisfaction with their bodies, or their 
estates; or if innocent, should be discharged;" hastily concluding, 
" that being Earl of Kent, and constable of I>ovor Castle, it was his ' 
business to protect those who were under his government, from the in- 
suits of foreigners." The King, highly incensed at this, determined to 
chastise Godwin and his sons Swane and Harold ; but Godwin, aware 
of this intention, assenfbled his forces and demanded, accompanying bis 
demand with a threat of open rebellion in case of its not being complied 
with, that Eustace and his followers should be delivered up to him. 
Godwin was however compelled, in consequence of the events which en- 
sued, to leave England with his sons ; but by a well concerted plan, 
soon returned, and obtained such an acquintion of strength, that the 
king, on his merely nominal submission, reinstated him in all his estates 
and honours. 

The importance of Dovor Castle was so well known to William the 
Conqueror, that when he was taking measures for ensuring himself as 
the successor of Edward, he refused to permit the departure of Earl 
Harold* from Rouen, holding him in restraint till he bound himself by a 

* Of thii Ctrl, tlterwardi king of Engluid, Milloa wiiiea in his hisWiy, (bat he trai 
" oo looEicF ptac'l ID (he throin" Ihaa he " began (o frame himielf by all Dianoer of com- 
pliancM lo gain afleclioo, eDdearaur'd lo make good lawa, rqteai'd bad, became a great 
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solemn oath, to deliver up to him after Edward's death,* " the Castle of 
Dover with the well of water in it." Hither, too, the Conqueror hastened 
after the battle of Hastiags, many of the people having fled to it as an 
impregnable fortress, and although the resistance he met with was slight, 
he revenged it by burning the town, putting to death the governor, 
Stephen de Ashburnham,' and his lieutenant ; acts of cruelty, it is pre- 
sumed, intended to intimidate all who thought of opposing bim. Accord- 
ing to Domesday Book, Dovor equipped twenty vessels annually for the 
king's service, in consideration of being exempt from all tolls and taxes, 
and of various other privileges.f The possession of Dovor was assigned 

{■UroQ to cfaoich ind cburchinen. cositcooi uid ifikble to all reputed good, a halei of evil 
■loon, charg*d ktl bi* officers to puniih (iMoei, robben, tod all diUaiben of the peac«, 
while he bimulf b; lea and laod laboui'd in the defence of hji couotra? : lO good an actoi 
ii amtulion. Id Ibe mean wbile," he contioae*, " * biuiDg itai, aevaD momingi together, 
about tbe end of April, wai teea to uieiiu teniblj, not only oret England, bat other p«iit 
of the world ; foretelling hear, ai wai thongbt, the great cbaugea approaching ; plainlleat 
progDolticnted by Elmtr, a monk of MaJauliury, who could not foresee, when time wai, the 
breaking of hit own legi for aoanng too high. He, in hit jouth. atnngel; aipiiing, had 
made and fitted winga to hit band* and feet; with these, on the top of a lower, ipreid out 
to gather lir, he flew more than a fnrtang ; but the wind bung loo high, came fluttering 
down, to the maiming of all hii limba ; yet lo conc^ted of bia art, that he Mlabuted the 
canie of bia fall to the want of • t»il, aa Uidi baTe, which be forgot to make (o hii hinder 
parte. Tbii aiorj," condadea the author of Pandiie Loal, and he writei oui apologj fi>r 
Ibii eitract, if ipohtgj were needed, " though aeeming olberwiw too light in the midit of a 
>ad nanation, yet for the itrangeneu thereof, I thought worthy enough the placing aa I 
found it plac't in my aathor." 

■ Of this prince, Milton says, " That be was harmleai and timple, is conjectured t>y bi* 
words in auger to a peasant who had croaa'd his game (for with bunting and hawking he 
was much delighted) : — By God and Ood'a mother, said he, I shall do you as shrewd a lujm 
if I can 1 obaeiving that law-maxiine, the beat of all hi* sncccaiors, that the king of En^and 
can do no wrong." 

t The following ia an eitraci from Domesday book, and ii curiou*. " In the time of 
king Edward, Dmtn paid eighteen pound*, of which sum Edward had two part*, and 
Earl Goodwin the third part of one moiety, and the canon* of St. Martin had the other. 
The burgeuei have furaiihed the king with twenty thips, once in each year for fifteen dayi, 
and in each ihip, were twenty-one man ; thia they bad done becauM he had freed them from 
&u and Sae. Whan the king's measangen have come thare, they have given for the passage 
of a bone, Ibree-penca in winlai, and two-pence in summer ; but the burgesaes found a 
sleenman, and one other aiuitanl ; if more were necaoaty, they wen provided at the 
expense of the king. Whoever conitantly leiided in the towD, was quit of toll throughout 
England. All these euiioms werein uae there when King William came into England. At 
■lis Gnt coming, the town itself was burnt, and therefore the value of it, when the Biibop of 
Baieaa received it, could not be computed, nor ii it rated at forty pound*, though the bailiff 
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by the Conqueror to Bishop Odo, hia half brother, whom he created 
Earl of Kent, Justiciary of England, and Governor of Dovor Castle. 
This proud, avaricious and imperious prelate, soon rendered himself 
obuoxious to the people. By the most oppressive means be obtained 
for himself one hundred and eighty fiefs in Kent, besides two hundred 
and fifty more in other parts of the kingdom. This state of thingq soon 
induced the brave men of Kent to make an attempt, while the king was 
absent in Normandy, to seize the castle and expel the intruders ; and 
for the " better achieving their desire," says Lambaid, " it was agreed 
that Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, should croase tbe seas in a night by 
them appointed, at wfaiche time they would not &ile with all their force 
to meet him, and so (joyniug bands) soudainly assayle and enter it. 
Tbey met accordingly, and marched by darke night toward the castel), 
well furnished with scaling ladders; but by reason that the watch had 
descried them, they not only fayled of that whiche tbey intended, but 
also fell into that whiche they never feared ; for the soaldiours within 
the castell (to whom Odo, the Bishop of Baieux, and Hugh Montfoit, 
which then were with the king iu Norroandie bad committed the charge 
thereof,) kept themselves close, and sufiered the assaylents to approache 
the wall, and then, whyles they disorderly attempted to scale it, they set 
wide open their gates, and made a soudaine salie out of the place, and 
set upon them with such fury, that they compelled Eustace, with a few 
others, to retume to his shippe ; the rest of his companie being either 
slaine by the sworde, destroyed by fall from the clifis, or devoured by 
the sea." Some years after this attempt the king had Odo sent prisoner 
into Normandy, and confiscated his property, fortified the castle anew, 
and gave the command of it, extensive powers, and lands, to John de 
Fiennes, who extended and repaired the fortifications, and gave Iheia to 
the defence of eight knights, whom he chose to act with him, and who 
were bound by the tenure of the lands they held of him under the king, 
to keep in turn, one hundred and twenty-five soldiers from month to 
month, to be ready on necessity, and to keep watch and ward, at the 
same time allotting particular towers, turrets, and portions of the bul- 
warks, to their charge, which they were enjoined to put and keep in de- 
fence ; and which afterwards bore the names of the several captains to 
whose care they had been assigned. At this period, and during several 



iCDftera from Ihence RCty-four poundi. In Duvcr ire Iwealy maasioDa, of wliich the king 
hat lost the cnsiom." 
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successive centuries, the castle of Dovor was called " the key aad bar- 
rier of the whole realm." 

Henry the Second, on his arrival from Normandy, rebuilt the keep on 
the Norman plan, and otherwise materially increased the fortifications. 
Lewis the Dauphin in 12 Iti, having landed near Sandwich, and possessed 
himself of several strong places, beaie^ed Do»or. The alleged object 
of the dauphin, was to assist the discontented barons. But Herbert de 
Buigh, tbe then governor, so strenuously defended the castle with only 
one hundred and forty soldiers, exclusive of his own servants, that the 
dauphin was compelled to retire. Many of the castles in the southern 
counties had submitted to him, but when Philip Augustus heard that 
his son had not obtained Dovor, he swore by 3t. James, that he had not 
gained a foot of land in England ; so great was the importance at that 
time attached to It. The siege was several times attempted, and as 
often raised between the reigns of John and that of Henry the Third, 
and the remains of a work may still be traced on the side of the hill 
next to the town, which was raised by the dauphin to cover the ap' 
proaches of his men. On the last occasion of the dauphin's besieging 
the castle, he sent a mess^e to Hubert, the governor, by upwards of 
forty barons, appointed to confer with him, promising to enrich him and 
confer upon him any amount of honours, if he would deliver up the 
fortress ; but the governor was not to be seduced from his duty, and he 
was aderwarda handsomely rewarded by Henry for his gallant services. 

According to the town records, Dovor, in the reign of Edward the 
Second, was divided into twenty-one wards, each of which was com- 
pelled to provide at its own charge, a ship for the king's service, and in 
return, the town had the exclusive privilege of a licence for a packet boat 
to convey passengers to and from France. In 1382, Anne, daughter of 
the Emperor Charles the Fourth, and afterwards consort of Richard the 
Second, arrived here. When the Emperor Sigismund disembarked at 
Dovor in 1416, on a visit to his cousin, Henry the Fifth ; he was formally 
met at the water's edge hy the Duke of Gloucester and several of the 
nobility, with drawn swords, in order to oppose his lauding, should the 
object of his visit prove to be of a hostile nature. In 1520, the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth, was met here by Henry the Eighth , whence both 
monarchs proceeded to Canterbury, and there kept the festival of 
Whitsuntide.' 

* Heary, aware of Ihe importance of Dtwor, coDtributed eighty thouunii poandi towardi 
Hid erecdoa of i pier, whkli was completed in the laga of Eliiabetb, al which period the 
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The last time that the caatle of Dovot waa the subject of warlike con- 
tention, was in the reign of Charles the First, when it was taken by sur- 
prise, by a few men in the night. A merchant of the name of Drake, a 
zealous partizan of the Parliamentarians, with the aid of only ten or 
twelve men, was the hero of this notable feat. About midnight on the 
first of August, 1642, waa the time fixed for the enterprise, and at the 
time appointed the men assembled, and by the aid of scaling ladders, 
ascended with their muskets undiscovered, to the top of the cliff from 
- the sea-side, which having been considered inaccessible, had been 
left unguarded. Having reached the summit unmolested, Drake ad- 
vanced, seized the centinel, and threw open the gates. The officer on 
duty believing that Drake was supported by a strong party, surrendered 
at discretion. Drake immediately sent messengers to Caaterbury to the 

harbour wu likeniH conitaDtlj uodeigtMDg improTsmenti. Tbe important in which fhe 
p]aG< wu held in the reign or Elinbeth, miy be inferred [run rhe (olIowiDg exliicti taken 
Irani ■ memoiiil preMnted by Sir Walter Raleigh to hit royal miitm*. — " No proroonUiryi 
town, or bavea ia Chriatendom, ii u> placed by nature and uQiadon, both to grsti^ TrieDd* 
and anoof enemies, aa thii town of Dover. Ko placo i> ao Ktllod 10 leceira and dellTer 
ialel)igeiK:e,for all ma (ten and actionain Europe, from time to time. No town ia by natnra 
so settled, either to allure intereonne by sea, or to train inhabitant! by land, to make It great, 
feir, rich, and populoua ; nor ia there in iba whole circuit of thia famoua isle, any port, either 
in respect of security or defence, or of traffic or intercourse, more conrenienl, needful, or 
rather of Dscesslly, to be regarded, than Ibis of Deter. Situated on a promontorr, rteit 
fronting a puissaat nation, and in the vei; itrait, passage, and iDtetcouise of aimoet all tiie 
shipping in Christendom," Sec. After some hrther slalemeals, the memorial ihua concludes ; 
" Seeing, then, it hath pleased God to give unlu this realm such a situstion for a port and 
town, aa all Cbrislendom hath not the like, and endowed the same with alt commoditiea, 
both by le* and land, that can be wiihed to make the harboui sllure intercourse, and main- 
taiu inhalriUnts. and that the same once performed, mnat he adfantageous to the reTenite, 
and augment the welfore and lichea of the realm in general, and both oeedful and iin iisssi i . 
aa well for the ancconr and protecting friends, aa annoying and oflending enemies, both in 
peace and war ; methiukt there lemaineth no other declaration in this case, but how moat 
sufficiently, and, with greatest perfection possible, most speedily, the same may be accom- 
plished." The greateat improrementa that have been made in Daror harbour are to 
be ascribed to a charter of Jamea the First, appointing eleven commissioners, the lord 
warden of tbe ciitqne ports, iben lieutenant of the castle, and ihe mayor of Dover, being 
always three, as conservator* of the port, and incorporatiDg them under the title of " Warden 
and Assiatanla of the port and harbour of Ihe port of Dovor." Of all Ihe attempts, however, 
to benefit die port of Dovor, the moat strange, was an act of the Tenth of Edward the Third, 
which enacted, that " all merchants, travels, and pilgrims, going Id the Continent, abould 
ool go From any other place than Dovor.'* In the time of Richard the Second, the convey- 
ance to Fnnce, was in summer, for a tingle person, sixpence ; for a horse, ^ghleen-pence ; 
in winter, for a single person, one shilling, and for a hone, two shillings. 
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Earl of Warwick, with intelligence of bis success, who sent him fifty 
men, and the city sent seventy men to assist hiai in retaining possession. 
The King, on receiving the news of this event, dispatched a general 
officer to retake it; but the Parliament knew its importance, and by 
means of a superior force, compelled the royalists to raise the siege. 

The last events that can be mentioned as having any thing of an his- 
torical tendency, are, that in 1814, on the restoration of Louis the 
Eighteenth to the French throne, his late Majesty George the Fourth, 
then Prince Kegent, accompanied him to Dovor, and inthe same year, 
Alexander Emperor of Russia, and Frederic William King of Prussia, 
with the veteran Blucher, and other distinguished foreigners, embarked 
at Boulogne on board the " Impregnable," bearing the flag of his then 
Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence, now our Most Gracious Sovereign, 
as Admiral of the Fleet, and landed at Dovor, on a visit to the Regent. 
Near the edge of the cliff on which the castle is situated, is a piece of 
brass ordnance twenty-four feet long, which was cast at Utrecht in 1544, 
and presented to Queen Elizabeth by the States of Holland. It is called 
Queen Elizabeth's pocket pistol. It carries a twelve-pound shot, and it 
is said that if loaded well and kept clean, it will carry a shot to the 
French shore. This ia too great a marvel to be true, and it is generally 
understood that it is altogetlier unfit for use. The gun is covered with 
many curious devices, and on the breach are the following lines in old 
Dutch: 

" Bre«ck urret al mure Bade wbI 

Bin ic geheten 
Dou Berch en dal boert miaea bal 

Van mi geameten." 

The generally received translation is as follows : 

" O'ei hitl and dale I ihrow mj ball, 
Brittktr, my name, of mound and wall." 

It would be foreign to our purpose to enter into a description of the 
foitifica.t!ons, or a disquisition upon the different styles of architecture 
observable in the numerous buildings. To the antiquary it is a subject 
of great interest, and several books have been written on the subject. 
We must be content with stating, that during the late war with France, 
the western heights of the town were strongly fortified upon the modern 
system, and the works were so well arranged, that whilst a small gar- 
rison would have been sufficient for tlie defence, a large army could 
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have been disposed of within the waits. There are three entrances to the 
heights ; ooe by a fort called Archcliff Fort, another by a new military 
road commaaded by the batteries of the castle, and the third from the 
head of a tower by a staircase of very peculiar cODstiuctton, called the 
grand military shaft. The immediate entrance to the harbour is pro- 
tected by ArchcliiF Fort, at the extremity of the pier, and Amhurst bat- 
tery at the north pier -head. 'A new military road has been constructed 
to the forti6catioaB of the western heights, the lines which connect them 
extending from the eastern redoubt to the sally port, west of Archcliff 
Fort, making altogether, a complete line of defence round the town, 
irom the castle to the cliff called Shakspeare's cliff. There are case- 
mates, dug in the solid chalk rock, magazines, covered ways, and vari- 
ous subterraneous communications and apartments for soldiery, the latter 
being sufficiently capacious for the accommodation of two thousand 
men, and which form, with their inmates, a most curious spectacle. Light 
and air are conveyed by well-like apertures dug in the chalk, and by 
lateral openings carried through to the face of the cliffs. 

The castle and the cliffs combined, give great interest to Dovor ; and 
the broad beach, the semi-circular form of the town, the entrance of the 
port terminated by an extensive sea view, the French coast in the dis- 
tance, with the numerous vessels passing to and fro in the Channel, give 
an imposing and beautiful appearance to the different views, which are, 
perhaps, not to be exceeded any where on the sea-coast of England. 
For our present illustration, Dovor Pier, we need not appeal to any who 
have visited Dovor for its Bdelity, for it must at once be recognized. To 
those who have not been so fortunate, it will convey a correct impression, 
and bring to their mind, not only the Pier and the Castle, but the cliff 
from whence 

"The nmrmuring snrge, 
Thai 00 iha aanambcr'd idle pebblei chifn, 
Caanot be hard lo high — " 

and whence the " shrill -gorged lark,"— so great the height — "cannot be 
seen or heard !'*->it will bring to mind Shakspeare's Cliff! and a name 
will be breathed that all good men reverence, and all great men in vain 
attempt to praise. 
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Like moat ot the wateiiog-pUces on tbe eastern coaM of England, 
Ranugatewaa a mere fishii^ hamlet, coniistmg only of a few mean and 
■habby-Iooking dwellings, and until the 21st of June 1S27, was part of 
the parish of St. Lawrence, when it was made a distinct parish hj an 
Act of 7 & 8 Geo. 4. In all judicial proceedings, it is called the VUle 
of Ramsgate, and is an ancient member of the Cinque port and town of 
Sandwich, to which it was finally annexed by a charter granted by Henry 
VII. According to a maritime surrey made in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, the whole place contained only twenty-fife inhabited houses: 
yet the boats and vessels belonging to the port amounted to fourteen, 
of from three to sixteen tons burthen- 
After the Revolution of 1688, the inhabitants of this place engaged 
very successfully in the trade with Russia and the Eastern countries, 
and the buildings were in consequence much enlarged, and greatly 
increased in number ; but the improvements made in the harbour about 
the middle of the last century have been the cause of the principal in- 
crease and importance of Ramsgate. There was a pier for shipping as 
early as the time of Henry VIII. but quite inadequate to afford security 
to the numerous vessels that were driven on this coast in tempestuous 
weather ; and a storm which happened in December 1748, that forced 
many ships from their anchorage in the Downs, exciting much public 
attention, parliament determined in the ensuing year (22 Geo. 2.) that 
" a sufficient harbour should be made for the reception of ships of and 
under three hundred tons burthen." The work was accordingly begun 
about the year 1750, from the deMgns of William Ockenden, Esq. and 
Captain Robert Brooke : the east pier, designed by the former, was to 
be of stone; and the west pier of wood. The work was carried on with 
much energy and spirit for several years ; when disagreements arising 
among the superintendents, together with various difficulties with which 
they met as they proceeded, the undertaking was considerably delayed, 
and many years elapsed before it was completed ; but the utility of the 
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work ia now perfectly eatabliahed, as is ihown by tbe impioTement in 
the flhipping trade, aad by the number of ahips and ventlt that ao- 
nually take shelter here in stormy weather since its completion. Be- 
tween the years 1792 and 1802, several additional buildings were made ; 
a new light-house, of stone, with Ai^nd lamps and reflectors, was 
erected on tbe head of the West Pier ; good convenience wag afforded 
by the construction of a wharf, for tbe landing and shipping of goods ; 
a low edifice was built as a watch-house, on the head of the advanced 
pier, in which hawsers were deposited for the Assistance of ships in dis* 
tress ; a handsome structure cased with atone, was erected for the meet- 
ings of tbe trustees, committees, &c., on the top of which is a cupola, 
and when in a tine with the light-house, forms the leading mark for 
vessels entering; so that no expense has bees spared in rendering this 
harbour as extensively useful as tbe stormy nature of the Channel ren- 
ders it requisite it should be. The sums expended in its construction 
are stated to amount to above a million. Its surpassing utility may be 
conceived from the mention of the fact that during the storms which 
occurred in December 1795,* upwards of three hundred sail of vessels 
were sheltered here at one time ; some of them upwards of three hun- 
dred tons burthen. In 1780, the number of vessels seeking shelter only 
amounted to twenty-atne during the whole year, but the annual avenge 
is now one thousand one hundred. The area of the harbour is nearly 
circular, and comprehends about forty acres, and is two hundred feet 
wide at the mouth, Tbe pier, which forms the harbour on the sea side, 
is built principally of Purbeck and Portland stone ; in the latest im- 
provements, of Cornish granite. For extent and beauty it is unrivalled 
in the kingdom. It projects eight hundred feet into the sea, before 
making an angle, and including the parapet, is twenty-six feet broad at 
the top 1 the front presents a polygon, each side of which is four hundred 

* Among the Tacti tuud bcfora i ComniiKw of tbe Hoiue ot Commaai, provii^ the 
great local adruilage of Ramtgale ai a batbour are ths fallowing : — " Thai in ibe uid 
gi«at storm of ihe December pretediog, a number of thipa were actnilJy forced ioto am) 
laiKd in Ramtgate hari>onr, altbovgh Ibsn bo xnail u to bo aetree eapiUo of receirisg 
reeuli of two hundred torn at an; state of tbe tide ; tbe pier then hanDg lieca ooly bntll 
and ntintaiiKil bj the Gaheinm of the place. That at Rsmigvle, or neat it, aas not oolj 
tbe beat, bet, in reality, the inily place, where any harbour could be buill, that would be 
aerviceable to thipa in diitreu in the Downs, became Rammale was right is the lee of that 
road, with inch winds at [aoduced Ihit distress i and at such a proper distance, Ihat after 
driving, or breaking loose, they had lime lo get andei sail, so thai with a slender share of 
■eamanship, ibey could maka an harboar, if baill there. 



„Google 



116 RAMSGATE. 

and fifty feet long. The easteTn pier, including its flexures and angles, 
is about three thousand feet long, and the western about one thousand 
fire hundred and fifty. The difficulties encountered in erecting these 
piers, and furnishing the harbour with its adjoining basins, have been 
enough to intimidate the enterprise and check the ingenuity of any man 
of science ; but Mr. Smeaton, the architect of the Eddystone, and after 
his death the equally celebrated Mr. Rennie, and since then his son and 
■uccessors, have by unremitting perseverance achieved a work which it is 
not exaggeration to call a national monument. In the year 1754, a massive 
f^ame-work of timber was erected near the north end of the West Pier, 
including a staii-case, called Jacob's Ladder, which forms a communi- 
cation from the top to the bottom of the cliffs. The mouth of the 
harbour being far advanced into the sea, the entrance of a vessel in 
tempestuous weather is a spectacle of considerable interest, and generally 
attracts a crowd of spectators, among whom any thing but apathy pre- 
vails. The alternations of hope and fear are apparent in the dullest, 
although the known security of the haven leads them to expect at worst 
a " hair breadth scape" rather than a tale of shipwreck. The sea- 
views are very fine, particularly when the Downs are full of shipping. 
On a fine clear day, the cliffs of Calais, which are about thirty miles dis- 
tant, may be seen, and a view of the towns of Sandwich and Deal, with 
some striking features of theuplands and fruitful valUes of Kent, altc^ther 
forming a series of pleasing and delightful views. The warm baths, lately 
constructed on the cliff, are contained in an elegant and commodious build- 
ing ; they are supplied with sea-water every tide, by means of a deep well 
communicating with a. subterranean passage dug through the chalk to the 
sea side, llie bathing-place is a fine sandy shore below the cliffs, to the 
south of the pier. Many vessels now belong to this port, which are con- 
stantly employed in the importation of coals from Newcastle and Sunder- 
land. Boat- build ing, and the repairs of shipping, which are so frequently 
required after the heavy gales of wind, are carried on here to a' consider- 
able extent. The village of St. Lawrence is on the brow of the hill, 
immediately above Ramsgate, but in fact forming part of it ; it is a long 
and winding street, extending westward. It was anciently a chapelry 
to Minster, but was made parochial in the year 1275. Its name is de- 
rived from the patron saint of the church, — which is a lai|;e edifice, built 
principally with field-stones, rough-caated over. A little eastward 
from this church, are the remains of a small chantry chapel that was 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and endowed with some contiguous lands, 
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for tbe roBintenance of a priest; after the Refonoation these endowments 
were cooverted into a lay fee, and the chapel became a cottager's 
dwelling : it is now a mere ruin. Nearly two miles westward from St. 
Lawrence, is the picturesque hamlet of Mansion Oreen, adjaceot to 
which was a curious caveru, excavated about sixty years ago, by 
some ecceutric yeoman, for the purpose of obtaining chalk to mic 
with manure. It consisted of three long passages, with lateral com- 
munications ; some parts of it hare recently fallen io: A little further 
in the same direction is a large and ancient mansion erected here by thf 
ManstODs, which for many generations was the seat and inheritance o 
that family; it has since been converted into a farm-house, but still 
retains many vestiges of its ancient splendour. Near the north end of 
this building are the ruins of the family chapel, now reduced toitsouUr 
vails, which are finely mantled with ivy. About one mile southward 
from the church of St. Lawrence is Pegwell Bay, which every visitor to 
Ramsgate will remember as easily for the dinner he has enjoyed, as an 
Alderman remembers Blackwall — " with a difference" that mullet sup- 
plies the place of white- bait. 

On the 2Sth of September 1831, His Majesty George IV. embarked 
from Ramsgate pier for Calais in his progress to Hanover, having been 
entertained the previous night at the residence of the late Sir William 
Curtis I and he also landed here on the following 6th of November on 
his return. To commemorate the event a granite obelisk with appro- 
priate inscription was erected on the pier, at the entrance by the land 
side, at the expense of the trustees of the harbour and visitors. It is a 
pillar of graceful proportions, and a pleasing ornament to this great 
structure. 

The pier, about which we have said so much, and about which we 
could say much more if our limits permitted, with tbe light-bouse, is 
represented in tbe accompanying engraving of Ramsgate. The extent 
of thia bold invasion of the sea may be judged by the houses on the 
cliffs in the back ground. On the opposite side from the foreground, 
where the sailors and labourers are at work in the Summer and Autumn, 
may be seen the characters that form the motley promenade: — gentle- 
men with shooting caps and shooting jackets, who look as if they would 
faint at the report of a pop-gun ; the half-shabby-dreased man of wealth 
from the city thinking of "his house, his money, and his bags:" the 
clerk with his " comfortable" income, strutting tlie perfect image of 
self- sufficiency, and discussing politics and stock for the benefit of all 
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who perunbulaU witliin ipeaking-trumpet distance; the voyageur who 
never weot further than Margate, and) he ventured to Ramagate, and 
who for a week haa been meditating a trip to Doror, and hai urions 
thoQghta of going next year to Calais ; those young ladies who expect 
" Pa" by the early boat on Saturday, marching with all the regularity of 
the " Invinclbles," but making no conquesta; a stately dame with 
handkerchief, lap-dog, and footman, among which 'twere difficult to tay 
what most courts attention — the flapping of the cambric, the yelp of the 
cur, or the ostentatious livery of the lackey ; and then perhaps the eye 
may be relieved by the sight of some kind mother with her " daughter 
dear" — some group of truth and nature that makes us bless the world 
we live in — or haply it may rest on one fair form that, evening after 
evening, has been seen on the beaten track inhaling a momentary fresh- 
ness from the grateful breeze, and creating hope destined to die, in some 
attendant relative, who vainly fancies that the hectic glow is no transient 
visitor, and that health is again about to illuminate a countenance that 
will convey gladness to a family of rejoicing hearts too surely doomed 
to monm. 

Such are sea-side scenes ; and in Ramsgate they are more abundant 
than in most places on the eastern coast, — not that fashion sends thither 
her votaries (though she does), nor that the place is cheap (for it is not), 
nor that the air is most salubrious (which it is,) but because the universal 
agent, steam, carries visitors iu safety round tile North Foreland, on the 
Mai^te side of which, before this agency came into operation, the 
■ailing-packeta used to land them. 
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BaoADSTAias* is a small aeaport and bamlet in the parish of St. Peter, 
the same pariah which forms part of Ramsgate — from which place it is 
but two miles dbtant. It was anciently called BradstoD, and ezblbits 
restiges of once having been a place of importance. Subsequently it 
was reduced to a mere fishing village, but again has obtained some 
celebrity as a place of resort for sea-bathers, the influx of which class 
has caused a due proportion of buildings to be erected under the novel 
names of Hotels, Boarding Houses, and Warm Baths. With respect to 
the Boarding Houses, it is shrewdly recorded by some travellers who 
have explored the country in that direction, that there is nothing in the 
exteriors to please the lover of antiquities, although tfceir interiors abound 
at particular periods with the choicest and Btrangest specimens. 

For the accommodation of the fishermen a small wooden pier was built 
about the time of Henry VIH., and although an Act of Parliament was 
passed in the 32 Geo. 3. for the improvement of the harbour and the pier, 
the trade of the place had so much decreased that its provisions were 
never carried entirely into effect. Let us however be consoled : what the 
town has lost in utility we gain in the picturesque. Leading down to the 
shore is a stone arch or portal, with walls built of fiint, in which were 
gates and a portcullis with a drawbridge attached ; erected to protect 
the inhabitants from the incursions of privateers. Above the arch is 
this inscription : " York gate, built by George Culmer, a. n. 1540, re- 

* Near ben, a moiutrous fiih, abot himielf on ihoie, op ■ little aaad, now called Fiik- 
nea, iboal ui o'clock me enmag, where for want of water be died : tbe neit day " hU 
roaring," tMjt Kilburse in hii ' Sam; of Kent,'." wai heard above a mile : hii length 
wu-tirentf-two jaidi, tho netber jaw opeaing twelre feet ; one of hia qrei wai man than * 
cait and ui boraei coald draw ; a man itood nprigbt io the place &om wbesoe hi* aye wai 
lakeo ; the ihickiieu from bia back lo the lop of hii belly waa ibgrteoD feet ; hii tail of ths 
laiue breadth : Ihs dktince belweeo hii eyei was twelve feet : three men stood upright in 
hii month: lome of hii ribi were liileen feet long; hii tongue wu.fifteeu feet longj hit 
livsr was two cart ImcIi ; and a man m^l creep into his noelrili." 
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paired by Sir John Henniker, Bart. 1795." At a short di.Unce from 
the gate is a dwelling honse, the remains of a small chapel dedicated to 
Our Lady of Broadstain, and formerly held in so much veneration, that 
the 8hii« used to lower their top-aails as ibey passed. The principal, 
business carried on, except in the Summer season, is ship- building. 

Some persons have supposed that the Romans may have had a statioD 
here, principally from the circumstance of many coins of Roman em- 
perors having been found at different limes, when rain and other causes 
have occasioned a fall of the cliff. The appearance of the land, however, 
does not bear out the probable correctness of this supposition. 

At Kin^ate, in the vicinity, is the Bead House, built in the form of a 
chapel, now appropriated to the entertainment of parties of pleasure. 
Part of the house has been taken down, the sea having undermined the 
cliff. Near the cliff is a rude ancient building erected on the larger of 
two tumuli, named Hackendon, or Hackingdon Downs, where a san- 
guinary battle is said to have taken place in 853, between the Danes 
and Saxons, the latter commanded by the Baria of Kent and Surrey ; 
and which, according to an ancient historian, was fought ao near the 
sea, that many on both sides were pushed into it and drowned. In 
1743, the largest of the tumuli was opened, and in 1763, the smaller 
one. Tbey both contained graves cut out of the solid chalk, but not 
more than three feet long, bo that the bodies must have been thrust in 
almost double. Three urns of coarse black earthenware, besides wood 
and coal ashes were found in the former. In both, however, were dis- 
covered the bones of men, women, and children, a fact which would 
appear to contradict that they were the bodies of those who fell in 
battle. Kinsgate, formerly called St. Bartholomew Gate, is an opening 
cut through the cliff to the sea shore about the time of the Restoration, 
for the convenience of fishermen, there being a small inlet or bay then 
suited for shelter. The original name was changed by command of 
Charles II., who with his brother the Duke of York, landing iu June 1683, 
passed through in his passage from London to Dovor. In the vicinity 
are several curious buildings erected by the late Lord Holland as orna- 
ments to the grounds of a villa he had built here on the model of Tully's 
Formlan Villa at Baiee. The remnants of this mansion and the ad- 
joining buildings are now an incongruous, fantastic, yet amusing mass of 
ruins. The remaining part' of the Bead House mentioned above, is one 
of them. 

Between Broadtitairs and Kinsgate is the Norib Foreland, the most 
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eutern part of EDgUnd, and lupposed to have been the Roman station 
Canlitun, mentkined by Ptolemy. It projects into the sea nearly in th« 
form of a bastion, and the land being rather more elevated here than on 
the contig^uous coast, a light-home wu erected for the safety of mariners, 
but more particularly to enable them to steer clear of the Goodwin 
Sands,* when weathering; the Foreland. The first ligbt-bouse built here 
was of limber and lath plastered, with a large glass lantern at the top. 
fn 1683, this was burnt down, and for some years merely a common 
beacon used. This was superseded by a itiong building of Hint, with a 
lai^ iron grating on the sumiiiit quite open to the air in which a blazing 
coal £re was kept during the night. Other alteratioDS were made, when 
in the year 1793, the building was repaired and carried up to the 
height of sixty-three feet by two stories of brick work. Thus, instead of 
the coal fires, patent lamps were used, each having a patent lens, twenty 
inches in diameter, with a highly polished metal reflector behind. These 
are contained in the room or lantern glazed with plate glass, and being 
lit every evening at sun set, burn till day break. In clear weather they 
are visible at the Nore, a distance of ten leagues. In 1795, a signal 
house was erected near this spot, where a lieutenant and two midshipmen 
were stationed during the war ; a telegraph was also constructed here in 
1813, and one on the steeple of the church at St. Peter's, forming the 
commencement of a line of communication with the Nore, which was 
kept up until the proclamation of the peace with France in 1814. 



* Tbera n id uKiaat njing thtl " TeDterdeD Steople wu the cmM of Goodwia SaodE;" 
yet it •ranlJ mm, rroni the Didoguei of Sii ThoiDu More, thai the uUge wu firat applied 
to ihe deea; of Sindwicb harsn. — '• At an uaembly of ohl foUU of the cuiitfB, they bygio 
fyrat to enwarche whil ihia^ hid ben tbe occuion tbal lo good i havan wai in ao few 
jeryi ao aoone decayed," &c. At length, as " dyien men atledged dyien citiuei, tter started' 
up one good old father, and latd, ' Ye mayiten, laj every man what he wyll, 'chi (I have) 

inaFked this matter ai well aa aeon other, and by J wole bow it wand noughte well 

ynoughe.' ' And what hath hurt it, good father V quod thrae gontleoieD. ' By my faylh, 
mayiten,' quod he, 'yonder aame Tinlirdn SttpM, and nothii^ ellya, by the miue ; 
aho'lde 'twere a fayr ylahpole !' < Why hath tbe atapell hint tbe haven, good father!' quod 
they. ' Nay, by't Lady, maysleri,' quod iie, ' yeh cannot tell you why, but 'chote well it 
hath 1 for by — — I knew that a good haveti lylt tbe Slepelt was bylded, and by the Maiy- 
miue, 'cha yt n«ver throve iianji.'" '' Tbe idea etitertiitied," uyi Mr. Brayley — from 
whose Delineaiion s of tbe Isle of Tbaoet this anecdote is copied, as well asmucbolbei 
useful information in the conrio of this woik obtained, — -" tbe idea entertained hylheihrewd 
conntrymaa was, that the funds which had been originally appropriated to the preaervalion of 
the haiboat, had been expended hj the monks in erecting the ateeple of this cburcb." 
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The view or BioadstairB given in this work, shows its elevated situation, 
and whether the picturesque wood-work in the foreground, or the views 
that the imagination will picture from the high cliffs on each side are 
likely to be most attractive, will depend upon individual taste. Those 
who go armed with telescopes, may mount the cliffs when the naked 
eye will perceive the shipping in the Downs, and the assistance of their 
loDg-iighted companion will introduce them to an intimate acquaintance ' 
with the opposite coast of France. The more idle and dreamy may seat 
themselves in listless speculation below, count the timbers in the pier, 
the waves that come murmuring to the shore— think they are thinking, 
and bless their stars they are at ease. 
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EDDYSTONE LIGHT-HOUSE. 

In a DOteto the description of Plymouth, we b&ve already stated that the 
Eddyatone Light-HouK* it built on a rock iu the Channel, about fifteen 
miles south-south -west from the citadel of Plymouth. The few particu- 
lars relating to this magnificent and scientific structure, not before 
noticed, need occupy but a very small compass. The congeries of 
irregular rocks upon which the light-bouse is erected, are exposed to the 
heavy swells from the Bay of Biscay and the Atlantic Ocean, which 
send the wares breaking over them with prodigious fury. The rocks 
are supposed to have obtained their appellation of Eddystone from the 
great variety of contrary Met$ of the tide, or current, flowing from the 
different points of the British Channel. In the year 1696, under the 
authority of Queen Elizabeth, a statute "for setting up marks and signs 
for the sea," Mr. Henry Winitanley.f of Littlebury in Essex, commenced 
the erection of a ligbt^bouse, which he completed after the expiration of 
a little more than three years ; the difficulty and danger of conveying 
materials to the rock, and getting backwards and forwards from the 
shore, having caused an expenditure of time not originally anticipated. 
" The fourth year," says Mr. Winstanley, " finding in the wiuter the 
effects the sea had upon the bouse, and burying the lantern at times, 
although more than uxty feet high ; early in the spring, I encompassed 
the aforesaid building with a new work, four feet in thickness from the 

■ See page 60. 

t " Tbn gentlemen," U}rs Hr. Smeelmi, io hk namtive of ibe CoaUmclion of the 
Eddptona Ughl Hoaw, " <tu the Hetlia'af hie itj, end had diMiDgniabed himself in a 
cwtein bnnch of raechenks, the tendency of which ie to excite wonder and tariniie. He 
hid in hie bouae It Lilttebaiy, a nt of coetiiTanca inch u Ibe fbUoiring : — Being tahm 
into one peiticulii RMnn of hii hooH, and there obsemog an old ^ppai csielealy Ijring in 
tbemiddleof the floor, if, aiwai natural, pn gave it a kick with jouCmI, np Marted a gheet 
More jon ; if jon nl down in a cemiu chair, a coapla of anu wonld inmediatelj clajtp 
yon in, 10 u to reikder it impoMible fOt jod to dimitangle jounelf, till jour attendant act 
ma at liberty ; end if joa lat down in a certain arbour by Ibe aide of a canal, you wai 
forthwith lent out iSoat into the middle, from whence it wti impoeuble tor yoa to etcape till 
the naaiger returned you to your fbnner place." 
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foundation, making all solid near twenty feet faigh ; and taking down 
the upper part of the fint building, and enlarfing every part in iti pro- 
poitioD, I raised it forty feet bigfaer than it wai at first, and made it as 
it now appears ; and yet tbe sea, in time of storms, fliei in appearance, 
an hundred feet above the vane ; and at times, doth cover half tbe side 
of the house, and the lantern, as it were, underwater." Tbe tight-house 
thus finished, bad more tbe resemblance of a Chinese Pagoda, than of a 
structure intended to resist the violence of the sea. In hard weather it 
was commonly said, that such was the height of the waves, that a six- 
oared boat might be lifted upon a billow and driven through the open 
gallery of the light-house. Tbe public predicted its destruction, but 
Mr. Wiostanley felt so well assured of its stability, that be expressed a 
. wish to be there " in the greatest storm that ever blew under the 
fitce of the heavens." His wish was fatally gratified. On the twenty- 
sixth of November, 1703, commenced a storm unparalleled for tbe 
devastation it committed about tbe coast, and during which, Mr. Wio- 
stanley, with bis workmen and the light keepers, were in the building, all 
of whom with the building were swept into the sea. Mr. Winstanley 
had been entreated by experienced seamen, who urged tbe " brassy " 
appearance of tbe sky and other indications of foul weather, not to risk 
his life, but with great temerity he persisted, fully confident in the 
capability of the ligbt-house to resist any attack of the waves. Asa 
proof of their power, three days after tbe storm had abated, some 
people went off to see if any thing remained, when the only vestiges 
were a few large irons which had fastened the work to the rock, and 
part of an iron chain, so firmly jambed into a chink, that it could not 
be disengaged until 1756, when it was cut out. Shortly after this 
calamitous occurrence, a Virginia merchantman, laden with tobacco, 
was wrecked on the rocks at night, when every soul on board perished. 
Three years afterwards, another light-house was commenced under 
the superintendence of Mr. John Rudyerd, a silk -mercer, of Ludgate 
Hill, and which being completed in three years, subsequently sustained 
for forty six years successively the attacks of tbe sea, but was destroyed 
by fire in August 1775. The fire broke out in the lanUm, and burning 
downwards, drove tbe men, who in vain attempted to eitiogush it, from 
chamber to chamber, until at last, to avoid the falling of tbe timber and 
the red hot bolts, they took refuge in a cave on the east side of the rock, 
where they were found at low water in a state little short of stupefaction, 
and conveyed to Plymouth. One of them on his arrival made ofi', and 
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was nevei afterwards heard of, which was at the dme attributed to bis 
having wilfully set the light-houie on fire, a conjecture not at all sup- 
ported by probability, there being much greater reason for supposing 
that he took to flight from a panic-stricken feeling of fear. 

The present light-house was after this erected by Hr, Smeatou on an 
improved plan, the proprietors haying determined to spare no expense in 
" advuicing so noble, eo beneficial, so humane a design, that this preaer- 
vative of trade and navigation should be rendered as durable at nahtre 
and art could furnish means of doing." In the most ingenious and 
scientific way that skill could devise, Mr. Smeaton commenced and 
completed his nnderttdtiag, rearing a beautiful stone fabric, to which the 
last stone was placed on the twenty-fifth of August, 1769, Between the 
latter end of August and the middle of October, the lantern and cupola 
were erected, and the whole edifice surmounted by a gilt ball. The lan- 
tern is octagon, the frame work being composed of cast iron and copper. 
On the night of the sixteenth of October, when the light was exhibited 
in the new light-bouse, a very great storm happened, and the light 
keepers observed a very sensible motion in the building ; but, from their 
experience of its strength, they were neither agitated by fear nor surprise. 
The outside and basement is built of granite, but the interior is chiefly 
of Portland stone. 

To those who " go down into the sea in ships," or to those who admire 
the eS<Hts of human enterprise, that occasionally in its daring, lords it 
over the most turbulent of the elements, even unto a more humble class 
who are content to be delighted with the representation of the natural 
and beautiful wherever they may find them, we appeal with pleasure, 
fiilly convinced that all will pay a just tribute of admiration to the 
engraving of the Eddyatone L^ht House, and pronounce it a conspicuous 
ornament to a volume of Coast Scenery. 
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WoRTHBABROw, or Worbarrow Bay, as it is sometimeB called, is one of 
those Quneioua inlets that abound on the coast of Dorsetshire, and 
vhicb contribute so mucli to the romantic beauty of that dangerous 
shore. It is situated off Tyneham, between East LuDworth and Corfe 
Castle, and near the eastern extremity of the county bordering upon 
Hampshire. like much of the adjacent coast, it is full of bold and 
peculiar features. At no great distance from it, is Lullworth Cove, a 
sort of natural bason, into which the sea flows through a wide gap in 
the cliff sufficient for the entrance of vessels of seventy or eighty tons 
burthen. " The rocks around it," says Dr. Maton, in his Observations 
OD the Western Counties, " rise to a great height, particularly those 
opposite the entrance, which are composed of a hard calcareous grit; 
those nearer to the main sea-coast, consist of a shelly lime-stone (similar 
to that of Peverel Point * and Saiut Adhelm's Head) and chert : and it 
is observable that the strata of these substances on one side of the Cove 
correspond exactly to those of the other, both in direction and texture. 
It may be remarked too, that the whole range quite from Peverel Point 
makes the same angle, about forty-five degrees with the horizon, or 
nearly so, pitching, or dipping, in general, to the north. The rocks 
west of the Cove have been undermined in a singular manner by the 
sea ; and there are lai^ grotesque caverns, through which it pours with 
an awful roar. Immense masses seem just ready to drop in the deep, 
exhibiting marks of some wonderful convulsion : alterations in their 
aspect daily take place, and the depth and extent of the sea within the 
Cove have considerably increased even in the memory of several natives 

* Tbe UMt eutem point in the county, and oboui lea mitei diitant from Worthbainm 
Biy. 
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of the Tillage. Above these rocks the razor bill and puffin lay their 
eggs. Tbey geneially make their appearance towardi the middle of 
May, and emigrate before the end of August. The former deposits its 
eggs on the bare rocks ; end even those belonging to different birds are 
placed contiguous to each other. These eg^ are food for the country 
people, who often run most terrific risks, by trusting themselves at the 
end of a rope to the strength only of one person above, if whose footing 
should be insecure, they must both tumble down the precipice together." 
Near to the Cove is one of those wonderful marine curiosities, an arched 
rock ; the opening is from fifteen to twenty Feet high in the middle, 
the arch projecting into the sea from the shore, unlike the one in 
the Isle of Wight, which rises on two natural pillars, and is distinct 
from the shore. 

The inhabitants of Dorsetshire were anciently called Durotriges, signi- 
fying maritime people, or dwellers on the sea-shore, and although it is 
at present a considerable agricultural county, yet along the whole line 
of coast, the numbers employed in the fisheries still justify its ancient 
title. The mackerel fishery is the mast considerable, and so abundant 
at times has been the supply, and so skilful or fortunate the fishermen, 
that as many as thirty or forty thousand have been taken at a draught, 
and sold at a hundred for a penny. But the coast u dangerous, and 
the fishermen superstitious. If a season of scarcity arrives, they attri- 
bute the failure of their endeavours to the commission of some enormity 
among themselves, or among the people of the neighbouring villages. 
Shooting the seines * on a Sunday, manuring the land with superabun- 
dant fish in a plentiful season, or proceeding to sea on a Monday morn- 
ing without having performed their usual devotions, are causes severally 
assigned for any calamity. Not one of these irregularities but is held in 
universal abhorrence, and should any presumptuous sailor violate the 
common belief in any of these respects, his comrades regard him as the 
Jonah who has provoked the fury of the tempest : that the fish will quit 
their coast ; that their nets and boats will be destroyed ; or that they 
themselves will become the victims of the elements, are among the mis- 
fortunes they surely forebode. Even in the best of seasons, however, 
their success is naturally precarious. " Whenever it blows," says the ' 
author from whom we have just quoted, " a capful! of wind from the 
south or west points, there is a very large surf on the shore, so that it is 

* For B deaciiplian of seinei, E«e^U Uichael'i Moual, Corawall, p. 4. 
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not only dangerous to launch the boat, but the net could not be drawn 
with any probability of success, when tossed in every direction by the 
boisterous waves, which, instead of fish, would fill it with pebbles and 
floBtio^ sand." But the nature of the coast, with its mountain tops, that 
" midway leave the storm," and of the perilous disasters incident to it, 
may be better understood by the engraving of Worthbarrow Bay, than 
by any written description of its terrors. 
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